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PREFACE. 



The following work refults from the 
ftudy and experience of a long life, 
devoted principally to. the fervice of the 
gofpel. From diligent refearches into 
the true meaning arid fpirit of the 
facred writings, the author has been 
led to various deviations from the creed 
of the eftabliftied church : his opinions 
have, at different times, been lawi before 
the public ; and, if the difcouragemerits 

• » » * • 

attending the profeEiori of his faith 
have bepn yery coniiderable, he is happy 
and thankful to. have lived in » cc«in» 
try, where pot only fuch appeals have 
been praiSticable, but he has been fup- 
ported by feveraj pf his countrymen, 
who- renouncing the errors of their 

 > 
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education^ have openly avowed their 
faith in only one God, the Grbci and 
father of our Lard Jefus Ghrift. 

The gloomy unjuft ideas which fbme 
fOleitain of the Divine Being; the 
a^idwed or reHrained doubts of. othert 
ivith refpe^t to the facred hiftory of this 
fiisft ages and fafts of an extraordinmrf 
ini^rfi^ence in the deluge ; crudjs an4 
imjnftifiiibl^ attatclis on the revered 
qbafuders of J^abam^ M&fes, MHjabi 
and £4i#4r*9*3cc Thefe with iimilsur 
thiBff bttng thrown out in converie^ 
^>efoie d^fe for whofe peace and hap^ 
PUm6 the author is much interefted^ 

• For a complete vindication of the charafters of 
fitijah aiMi £lifiia» a juftification of the i6xmtr fer praying 
agaitifi r^in^ and for calling down deJlruSHve firefnynk 
heaven; and of the latter, /or curjing the young men of 
itetkel^ fee the very excellent and fatisfaflory fermons 
cm dicfe fubjefb* in the firft volume of Sermons by Jofeph 
Morris. London, fold by J. ^on, 1745. 

put 
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put him on mmiog hi$ atlen(liqi^ ^ 
fuch fatSis and arganteotSy ^s 1>y 9)|)fr$ 
as well ^s himfel'f, h[avf'f)pfR &m4 

fati^fa^iory.  ' .  



The importance of t^c AiJ^jf!^ flMlh 
be an apology for fome repetitions ; and 
till a full convi<5tion is wrought in the 
mind, that the government of this 
world is the wifeft that could have been 
adopted) and that the evils and diftrefles 
of life, (of which we are not £o good 
judges as the child juft able to talk is 
of the corre(5tions of a tender mother,) 
are not permitted, but for the good of 
all; the attention of the public cainnot 
be too often {blicited for the vindication 
of our Creator. Under the hope of 
promoting in fome degree the intereft 
of his fellow-creatures in fb noble a 

I 

caufey and of leading them to their 

A 4 happieft 
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liapjdeft ihute, a full confidence and 

in the never-ceafing love of 

» • • • 

maker and God, ihe following 
reniarks, <iQaperfe£t as they are, are 
committed to the candour and ferious 
attention of the benevolent reader. 
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VICTORIN TO VOLUSIAN. 

T HAVE a Angular fatisfaftion oftentimes 
•*" in reeolle6ling a converiation which took 
place fonie years fince at ******^ the country- 
feat of our refpe6table friend, in which you 
bore no inconiiderable part,, and in my opinioQ 
came off with more honour than thofe that 
were crowned in the Olympic games; alt 
honour, that, howevfer, not to be attained 
without much labour and' felf-denial. But 
you gained a vidory over yourfelf, and many 
narrow and inveterate religious prejudices 
which you had the courage to renounce, and 
.notwithilB^nding obloquy and various worldly 
difadvantages, have ever iihce remdioed firm 
in the profeilibn and worfhip of the one true 

B / God 



3 COKVEESAtlONS ON T«B 

I 

God and father of the univerfe, as prefcribed 
md pmftifed by J^fus Chrift, 

In the account of the converfation to which 

I allude, it is ftated, that the way of worihip, 

« 

which you, after much inquiry and delibera- 
tion embraced, wfis that held forth t^ thi 
englifh nation and to the church of England 
in particular, in the , 

Amendments humbly propofed to the con^ 
Jideration of thofe in authority, of the 
Book of Common Prayer 



t^'x-^frnm 



aootfrding to the ttfe of the tJkntoh ^ 
England, By Samuel Clakrkes D» 3\ 
Mo9or of St, James S| W^ikm^v^ 

Smsh is tibe modeft ft^le, in whi^h this ex*. 
ceDent p^ribn fpedcs of w4»t had heen iJkm 
Ifruits of many yeat-^; labour and tbraght te> 
l^omote l€e honour and i^pedit of the eila^ 
M&ied ch»rcH, and » purer woTft«p of God 

I 

What ftartheif informatidQ itnay be defiiidd 
©r, tMi^e, ^hich, Mr iiis deipeafe'V^tis pte*. 

^tM *>7 tiis hn Wk 'CUpI(» <» ^ Britiflb 

MufeuiPi 



N 



lliiremii^ and depofiteci there, may be foi^nd 
iiiftTraS;, ihtitled* >' Con>^£NU<ms, on dimf* 
tnm ieblatry/' &om f>. 131, to tbfi ^4= — 
IHnntod IB 17§1, for Mr. Jahnfori^ St P#i^'^ 
Chaidi.y«d. 

ApA I cannot forbear \addiQg thp^t itgm^ 
ibme fefits reported at ^Idie elofe ^f jtifcftt Ti^, 
k may appear probable, t^at the pM^-Mijcw^h^. 
of the Qae true God, UBight ^miy c^4 
^ietly, in a courle <rf time., h^ve then mffA% 
ite way * in France, ha4 the iirft hit^^ ^re-* 
tolutioa in that country proceeded, and cftjj- 
tttim^ lis it began, and not been foUpw^ by 
Aich diire mid vidle:nt convnliions. It affi>»|tt 
li€wever a tpleacfing omen otf what may here^ 
vfter take |dace there in more fevoumbk 
times* 

But I have run out to a much greater 
length than I intended, and almoft loft fight 
of the principd purport qf my lettw, which 
is; tliat having juft now come to the know- 

ef}ttioii, with .g^rrfdipil^ and j^dditionsi by fieajfuisia 
Flower 

S 2 legei 



4 CONVERSATIONS ON THE 

lege, that you and our common friends, tha 
laft long vacation, had pafled fome weeks 
together, and during the time had fallen upon 
the difcuffion of a very curious and interefting 
queftion, and come to an unanimous refolu-^ 
tion upon it, viz, that there i$ nothing really 
and ultimately ill in thejiate of manf hut 
every thing ordered for the heji for all : I 
cannot find words to 6xprefs the fatis&£iion 
I (hould receive in being made acquainted 
with the fteps by which you have been led to 
this concluiion,; and with all that paiTed re-« 
lating to it I would not give you, I fhould 
be aihamed of giving you fo much trouble 
merely to gratify curiofity ; but it might per^ 
haps contribute to free me from a hoft of 
anxious thoughts that befet me continually^^ 
li^nd oftentimes make life a burden, 



V0LU8IAN TO VICTORlNt 

I 

FOR one fo much loved and valued ai 

yourfelf, I can think no trouble too great, 

whereby I may give you pleafure or profit, 

HPT CftO I b?ive wiy referves with you ; apc| 

I.. therefcr© 
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therefbre without further prefkce I fit dotm 
to tell y ou> that the old party df your friends 
beiqg m^t together^ and lamenting not a little 
that you alone were prevented joining ts^ 
after talking over for d. while the aftonifhing 
events of the times we lived in^ we fell into 
confideration of the very low repute in which 
the Religion of Chri/i wbs every where held^ 
at home and uhroad ; being rejected by many 
83 entirely fabulous } and little regarded by 
the, greater part of thofe who would not be 
thought to give it up altogethen 

Qne. who wtis prefent$ mentioned^ from 
his own knawlege^ that a fhort time before 
the .French Revolution^ a perfon lately filling 
. a veiy high ftatioUj of great worth and difi 
cemment, who lived very much at Paris, aijd 
in the firft circles ; and was fometimes in 
Holland^ and other parts of the continent, 
where he converfed with the moft eminent 
men of different ranks mid profeffions, found 
it to be a general perfuafion among them all^ 
though it was not his ewn^ that the chriflian 
rehgion would foon be at an end } being ex- 
perienced^ aa exhibited and enforced by pub^ 
^c authority in all ftates^ t^ be fo irrational 

B 3 a fyftem^ 
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k fyfkm) And hoftile 16 the thie itifet«il» Itfid 
happinefs of fbciety , as fe be ind&pable of 
Ibaihtamihg its groHrni aftj longer* Whftt 
foHalsred fooh fefter in Fraiice is well 



Nor \riis this the cafe of thofe cidled t&»^ 
thoKc toUntries only, where the flate-religibil 
was fo oflfehfive to every mind in any degree 
tnKghtened. He would appeal to thMi rilt 
as they were hot ignorant of what ^s£Ml 
Among ourfelves, whethei* they had nol Iw^ 
obferved, that our eftablifhed articles of Mtlit 
and the worfhip grounded upon them, paflinjl 
for the yery gd%el tof CArj^, hft4 lio* ttdfed 
liiany filently ^ Withdraw theittftlif«l| tMl 
take refuge ift the fdtigien of natii#6\» left^* 
ing i and this indiippfiticm to Chtiftilsmity hid 
much prevailed within thefe laft twenty ^fefeitt, 
and was rapidly increafihg. 

Here (FAof «m,) interpbfihg, replied ; thht 
he di(l not like to hear them defcant in fo 
defj[>onding a ftrain oh a fubjeft, Which leemed 
to him by no means to call for it; bechntfe 
the proftrate appearance of chriftiahity in our 
owii and the neij^boifring countries, and 
the hoftiKty of' many to it, might be ftewn 
to urife, not ffom aay newly c^fcov^red weak- 

neia 



« 

toB& m deficiQney in its proofed but finnn Qliier 
cauiiis whic^ mkght be afiigned } but pria^ 
i:tpal}y^ perl^apa^ from the intetferenoe of the 
cii^il power^ in (requiring this reh^en, exa^fy 
as modeiled and taught bj d]iem^ to be hek* 
Uevcd and p^ai^ifed by all, under the fei?ereft 
ipenalties aQd lof$; thereby creating preju^ 
^e9 agdinli it ; and alfo hindering all frm^ 
inquiry into it, by whiuAi alo]rie it could tnain^ 
tain its preeminence in the wotkt, if i^ were 
JiiQ truth ; and thus turning it almoft in $31 
|>Iace& lAto an engine of fta|:e^ to kMp man- 
Jcind in ilavery and daritneik 

This it was, which (o much excited the 
pHiloCophen» of frmi»$ ai ^y (»^ them- 
felvei», tQ QpfpolG^ thQ J^ble^ iiftd &kd ihmax 
with » fDoft mtmfi^nftlgJW »ni^p«!iiy to at; 
b^iag prepQj()i^9d ynth m i4«»> thet th« no- 
tigios Mt vpwl it, vlMpb t^*y ^sod pf^-. 
fefi^ in ^tir ow& <sou«try, waa « :fiu:iiiiaeiAti 
Hf^ kveFi^f »nd fiDguimqjryt »nd adwif^ 4o 
«yc^ ^lui^ virtucHis aad fiieaifiy to omnkuid, 
tlmt; it was xotntonam to -dsftrotyit by way 
means ; fo that they made no fcriiple of ufmg 
the moft un&ir arts, and adopting known 
felsehoods, to efiefi tihieirpurpofe'. 

b4 Of 
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Of this diftioneft dealing, to give it its true 
nam^, you, have continual examples in the 
writings of Monf. de VoUmrCj whem he 
touches on the fuhje6i ; but his unM^orthy 
artifice, and difingenuoufn6& in this refpeSb 
are detailed, at length in * Letters faid to be 
of feveral Poptuguefe, German, and PoUfti 
jews. to M. de Voltaire, in 3 vols. 8vo. ; but 
teaJiy wrijtten by a learned prieft and do6bor 
of the Sorbpnne. Mr. Findhy alfo in 1770, 
BOW Dr. Findlatfy the learned Prefident of 
Glafgow-college, has well expofed thefe prac- 
tices, by which this eminent writer has fiained 
his great abihties, and leiTened his chara6);er« 

As the beft things have ever been liable to 
be perverted, we muft frankly acknowlege, 
fiwr no one acquainted with hiftory can deny, 
Aat grtat corruptions have arifen from the 
gn^l, and abufes to the worft purpofes have 
beim made of it, and caufed many to think 
ill of and condemn it* A fair inquirer hoMH 
ever will confe& that it has always been of 
cosfiderable benefit to ma,pkind, and that it 

* I>ttres de quel^es Jui£i Porti|gais» AUcmaiids ct 
^oIonois,a^,.,de Voteire. A Paris. 1776. 
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is in itfelfmoft friendly to the peace and hap- 
pmefk of fociety, as was teftified by a candid 
h^UhoQi * hiilomn of the fourth century, 
upon feeing the difturbances, to which it in- 
>nocently gave occafion, and the murders, and 
cruelties towards each other, which the chrif<- 
tians were guilty of at that early period. 
^And notwithftanding the prefent ihdifierence, 
and defertion of many, and the ailaults made 
upon the go%el -by its various adverfaries all 
along from the firft, (none more fierce and 
fubtle than thofe. of the prefent day,) we 
may not be afinaid boldly to maintain, that 
it ftands upon a rock, that cannot be fhaken; 
viz. upon the truth of this fingle feft, of 
JefuSy its author, beii^ a divinely, authorized 
teacher, a prophet bf God ; which was evinced 
and confirmed by the miracles wrought by 
him, to wl^ch he appealed ; and, principally, 
by his being raifed from the dead in three 
days, in conformity to his own prediftions. 

The divine authority4ikewife of Mofes, the 
Jewifli lawgiver, his predeceflTor, was built on 

 Ammianus Marcellinus. Lib* xxii. c. 11. 

« 

Quae nihil nifi juAuin fuadec et lone. ■• 

the 



I 

I 
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the like iiamovti^ble foundatkm . of a divml 
iMtotference, fignified foy nu^hty micaeks^ 
poblidiy wrought) wid rocc^absed b^ t^uwi 
f^e^^ at the time» m the recefitioii of fiich a 
religion, at firft^ fo burcknfome and idkfimfi^ 
by the Ifraelitec^ not otherwife to be aocQiinted 
for» but on the footing of raal nuiaelais 
^eS^9 which, if we may fo ipBi^ ham ccm^ 
turned to the prefent hmir, in the rigorcws 
adherence of that people afld their defcen* 
dants to their religion, under the temptations 
they have continually been to defert it ; feat* 
tered, moreover, as they have been, and are, 
over the &ce of the whole earth, and ihoft 
unworthily and ttnceafingly vilified and ill^ 
treated as Jews, wherever they go ; its truth 
alio GCMrroborated ftiil farther by the a6bial 
fulfilment of ancient * prophecies relating to 
the difperfion and oti»r circumftances of ibLi 
extraordinary people; not to mention ribo 
attefiabon givea to their religion fcoai tho 

* See, to Bame oo o&ecs, Mofes\ prophecy oHiCem- 
ing the captivity of the Ifraelites, of a State not y^ 
creAed; an<! the exaft fulfilment of ChriJVs prophecy, 
not to fay of diat of Mofes^ in fo many exa6l particulars, 
Md die long capdrity tbat was to follow. Deut. xxviii. 
LttkoidXk xsi* 

gofpel 



gofpel btiiig a continimtioti of one and the * 
i^mxe eadbraof dinaiy plan of divine provideaca 
^r the. virtuous impt ovenenfc and faappua^ft 
of tfaa mdic^e hasten cace* 

ft 

To thefe revelations from heaven by Mofes 
ami by Jefm Chr^y for the mod beneficent 
parpoffi^ to, make mankind virtuous and 
happy ; it ii objeftied^ that their foundati0n3 
feil on being csfunined, becaufe the p»roo& 
&f the interpc^tion of the divine Being in 
their favour are not to be depended upon, 
refting folely on the teftimony of weak and 
lyiible mortals, who have in all ages de- 
hgitt^d in inventing, hftening to, and propa- 
. gating ftories of wondedid thii^s, of a{^)ari* 
, tions and communications with dieir falfe 
gMls, to Muntenance their various fuperfti- 
tions and idolatrous pradices, and fuch prac- 
tiees hai^e been too much imitated and en- 
i:<Mvaged by Chrifttaas themfelves. 

« 
The iiiiputation muft be allowed to have 

fome foundation ; and this credulous turn and 

waaknefs, ought ever to put us on our guard, 

tdiat we Mht not tawrfalYes to be deceived 

by hiik pretences to a divine es^traordinary 

power I 
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power : but it does not invalidate the teftl- 
mony of mankind to thofe inilances of it^ 
which are accompanied with fufficieat evi- 
dence, and not loaded with any unnatural 
contradi6tory circumilances. 

It ftiould be remembered, however, that it 
is a mifreprefentation of thefe divine inter- 
poiitions in behalf of the gofpel, when it is 
alleged, that they are brought to prove the 
truth of its dofbrines, of which, unqueftion^ 
ably, they are not proper proofe : thofe pri- 
mary truths, for inftaoce, of Chrift s religion, 
and of all true religion ; namely, that G od 
is to be loved and obeyed before all things ; 
that virtue, or the love of our fellowcreatures, 
fo as to feek their happinefs as our own, is to 
be cultivated by us : thefe and the like doc- 
trines have their proper evidence,, founded in 
the nature of man and the relation between 
him and his Maker, independent of miracles, 
which can add notliing to them in that, re- 
fpeft. 

The proper province and defign of mira- 
cles is, to confirm the authority of a prophet 
or divine meflenger in what he delivers con- 
cerning 
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cerrang the will and government of God, 
and men's future deftination, where their 
natural light and faculties fail them. And 
in this view, for this purpofe, Chriji conftantly 
appealed to them; referring men to iAe 
works J which his fether impowered him to 
perform, as the evidence of his coming from 
God ; of which they were the direft proofs. 
Although they are calculated, and may al& 
be defigned to revive and powerfully to rerali 
men's attention to important truths within 
their knowledge, but overlooked and negle£ted 
by them. 

Some, indeed, would prejudge and fet afidc 
at once the whole of the extraordinary and 
divine communications recorded in the fcrip- 
tures, as entirely fabulous, arguing it to be 
inconfiftent with the character and attributes 
of the great firft caufe, the fupreme, all- 
perfe^ Being, and therefore impoffible for 
him to. alter the courfe of nature eftabUftied 
by himfelf, and to interrupt thofe laws of his 
own appointment, by which he governs and - 
preferves the world. 



We 



■JC 
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. W^ ihould here take care, tkat ire ftre not 
smpofed on by words, diat dg^ify nothings 
For what da we mean by nature^ but &e ^Lrt, 
if we may to fyeak, of the great Oreaftor^ fni 
workmanfliip ; the regular fucoeilioai of karafes 
and ^e(^ appointed by him; by lAadi 
every thing is brought to pa&? Asd wl» 
iball take upon him to iay, that tt is vmke^ 
coming him, or that his power is in any wiay 
limited and r^rained fo that he caimot in" 
Cerrupt the general order of things appointed 
by himielf, to promote his wife and benei^o- 
lent defigns ? 

Perhaps this prejudice and difficuhyi tliat 
lias been ftarted againft all miraculous inter^* 
pofitions, as implicating a wedoiefs p( cott- 
4lu6i; in the fupreme Being, we may, t>n a 
Clearer infped:i(m, perceive to tfdce its xift 
purely from mens imper£ei6b conceptioas lof 
the divine agency and government* 



Here, we mud ever profefs oorj^ves ill the 
4iark, and moft defective in our judgemefata, 
concerning the manner in niikdil &e SiBaif 
a£is ; and therefore fpeak with reverence (Uxl 
diffidence. 

But, 
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Bdt^ bs we are peifiwfed, from ivhat -ws 
fift and k&DW, thot iie mode ^ things 
ttith loafi: MnikmmMe wifikni, aoid for the 
beft ^ttirpofes of unii^erfal good, om higheft 
^kaa^tB of him lead us to concludey that 
ulum lie created the worM, ail future events 
wet^ before him, known and forefeen in their 
tmiks I and et^ry, the mimiteft circumfianoe 
relating to every creature, contrived and di^ 
re6led ultimately to anfwer the end defigned ; 
jfinoe iirkhoiit this, his wife and kind defigns 
Ttiigbt be haM.e to be continually croitfed a Ad 

defeated, 

' In agreetment ^rith this idea^ the apofiie 

^ays^ A^ XV. 18. known vnto God are all 

1m works from the beginning of the worH. 

And M^ may humbly prefume, that \ve do 

HflN; err, in fuppofing, that tte Almighty did 

fft fifft, and originally, fo d^vife and lay oiit 

i^ courfe of nature, es we term it, the whole 

tluin of cauf^s and efFefts, all that was to 

tjefeU his whole creation and each individual 

in it, throughout-all future time, that thofe 

events, which we <!all fupernatural, fhould be 

tiie refult of eftabliftied k^s, and a more 

COmprehenfive plan of things, though unper- 

. . ceived 
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ceivedby us; a^ much as the moft ordinaiy 
event«, our fuftenauce and fajqiort in li&» and 
that of all other aninials, is jthe effe^l; of 
thofe laws, that we fee to be eftabliihed :: S0 
that in the eye of a being, who could take in 
the whole of the divine adminiftration and 
operations, thofe called miraculous, are as 
much the refult of general laws, as the moil 
ordinary events, 

«  

The cmirfe of nature^ of which we he^r 
fo much, and cannot hear too much« if pror 
perly viewed and conlidered, by us; thofe 
mod curious and exa6t laws, both in the na« 
toral and moral fyftem, by which the uni- 
verfe is upheld and preferved, we cannot fuf- 
ficiently extoU and admire, Thofe who have 
(moft minutely fcanned and inquired into and 
beft underftood them, Barrow^ Boyle^ Macr 
lauriii^ (to name a few only of our bwp coun*' 
tiymen) have not been able to contain thepa^ 
felves from breaking put into fuch holy rap^ 
tuires in contemplation of that wifdom and 
goodness, which formed and preferves the 
whole of things, as might kindle a flame of 
devotion in the coldeft breai^. 

This 



I 

I 



l^his may be a lefibn to us, in our ftudy of 
natilre and ita ftupendous laws^ not to lofe 
fight of the great beings who framed it. For 
we find fome fo fwallowed up in their dit- 
quifitions and xefearches into the wonderful 
contrivance with which all the parts of the vaft 
machine are put together, and fo doting on 
their difcoveries of fome of the fecret powers 
and energies by which it is condufted^ as to 
imagine^ that thefe powers and energies are 
fomething, as it were, inherent in matter^ 
diflind^ from, and independent of its maker. 
And as all things feem to go on of them-^ 
felves, (for they fee not him whofe * fecret 
agency directs and fupports the whole) they 
are blindly led on to fpeculate, wliether all 
things did not alfo begin of themfelves with^ 
out him; and thus fall into the gulph of 
Atheifm, which fees nothing fuperior to itfelf 
in the univerfe* 



To guard againft fo fatal a delofion, I begi 
my friends, you will excufe ray urging it upoB 
you, to hold fafl the plain old argument for, ; 
Deity^ obvious to every underflanding, and 



 Ileb^ xi. 27. 



O 



equally 
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j^quittj' d wifive to the high^ as the loweft-; 
*ft¥; ^al Bexti to the cfmfcWi^nefs and co«t 
it^iStiom which we^ h»ve of our owb exiftenee, 
tjsj^rei i» ii@thing» <rf ¥rbich we can' be fo 
abfeltttdy eeft^m,^ or which is fo ckarfy de- " 
HtQoftfable to n^ qb that th^re is a God, an 
Bl^eli^ftt firft c^ufe^ ^nd henevolent author 
.^ $tL things ; becaufe> oiterwife the world 
^ne, Uve i©, with ^11 its furniture ai>d inhabit ' 
1lMt^% em^x\i&.^4: with the moft confummate 
»rt, and »b<w«4ing^ a* every view, the more 
k k ibught mto^ with innumerable marks of 
wiifiAoiix and ki{id de%i^; conne6i:ed alio and 
iRgrnjliMafiy depen^tit throughout all its parts/ 
•3 &r as we* eau d*fcry, muft Imve come into 
heittg of ttfelf, without any original defigning • 
mkd : wbick is a fuppofition, not ta be en- 
tertaiaed by any one,, whoie intelle6iual pow-^ 
6£S m«e himA mt] unimpaired. 

I remember D'Alemberty w^o was careful 
latterly not, to concede too much upon thk 
cj^flion, in his correipOndence with the 
King of Pxufiia> is compelled to fiiy, ^' * I 

^ think 

 Je penfe en paitlcnlier, par rapport a rexiftence 
i'une intelligence fupreme, qae cewx qui la nient avan- 
tcnt bien plus qu'ils ne peuvent prouvcr, et qu'il n'y a 

dans 
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think particularly, that with i*egard to th6 
exiftence of a fupfeme intelligence, thoft 
who deny it go much fartheif than they e^ii 
warranty and that in all this bufinefs^ thfei^ is 
an unreafonaible fcepticifin* Certaiidy ftO 
One can deny^ that there is in the univwfe, 
and particularly in the ftru6lure of plants 
and animals, fuch a combination of parts, as 
manifefts intelligence, and proves the exift- 
ence of this intelligence, as a watch prove* 
the exiftence of a watchmaker* This appears 
to be undeniable/' 

The fame thought is taken up by VoUdiri^ 
p- 4, of his Reply to the Syftem of Isfatufe *. 

'' Vow 

< 

I 

dasis eette matiere qtt€ la fecf ticifmtf deratfonabk:. Oh 
ne peut nier fans dotite^ qu^il n'y a dans I'univerSy et en 
particulier daos la ftru£hire des animaux M 4es plantes^ 
de combinaifons de parties qui femblent deceler une intelli- 
gence; elles prouvcnt Texiftence de eette intelligence^ 
comme tine montre prouve Fexiftence d^un horloger; 
cria pafait inconteftable* 

* Votre fauvage qui devine qu^une nioptre eft fakt pat 
nn horloger, parce qti'il a quclque id6e de Tinduftrie 
humaine, eft precifement la preuve de Tejiiftcnce de Dieu* 
Je fuis le fauvag'e : la niontre eft l^Onivers : rhorlogcr eft.^ 
le formsiteur.de I'univers; J^ai quelquc id6e de Tinduftrie 

c 2 ea 
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" Ybtir favage, (fays heych. y. p. 11, p. 159*) 
who gueffes a watch to be the work of a 
watchmaker, becaufe he has fome idea of . 
the effe6ls of the incluftry of man, is pre- 
cifely the proof I offer of the exiftence of 
God. I am that favage. The watch is the 
univerfe. I have fome idea of induftry in 
general. I behold the world, in which a 
Mronderful induftry difplays itfelf on all lides, 
;and I adore the author*"* 

Mirabaiidj or whoever was the author of 
that work* muft have been affefted, when at 
th6 clofe of a fimilar argument, Voltaire turns 
to him *, " Why, my friend, why will you 
not let me adore that great intelligent being, 
who has beftowed life and thought upon me ? 
^Let me add, Take care of being found un- 

i 

ttx general : je vols le monde dans lequel une induftrie 
mcrYcilleufe eclate de totites parts ; et j'adore I'auteur. 
REPONStati Syfterae de la Nature, pjige 12. 

* Pourqtioi ne voulez votiS paa qtie jWore ce grand 
Ktrfe intelligent et puiffant qui m'a doniie la vie et la 
penKe ? J'ajouterai) Craigiiez d^etre ingrat, vous i qui 
il a donn6 tant d*efprit ; ce ti'eft pas certainement vous 
q^tti vous Tetes donn€. 

Ibid, page 11. 

grateful. 
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grateful, you, to whom he has given fuch 
talents and powers ! It is certain, you have 
not given th/sm to yourfelf/' 



<■ > 



It is not, however, entirely, mens doubts 
concerning the poffibility or reality of mirar 
. cles, or concerning the truth of the facred 
hiftory Gonne6led with them ; nor any pre- 
fumed difcoveries of the hidden powers and 
energies of nature, that haye put them 6n 
rejecting divine revelation, and led not a 
few of them to deny th^ being of a God, 
and take refuge in the gloomy idea of a 
ftttherlefs world. It is a difficulty of a more 
ferious. kind, from which it fometimes origi- 
nates; the perplexity that worthy thinking 
perfons are often thrown into, how to recon- 
cile appearances in the world of nature, and 
the imperfect and forlorn ftate of n[uinkind 
with the fuppofition of a perfeClly wife and 
good moral adminiftration, " If there be a 
being perfectly wife and good at the head of 
the univerfe, why fuch a miferable world, fo 
much natural evil, pain and fufFering, and fo 
piuch yice and wretchednefs ? Why are not 
all jnen virtuous and happy ? And, why fo 

C a little 
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Httib 9|)pareQt smendilient for the better 
0»mng chriftians, qnd fo greg^t a majority of 
them doomed to endlefs fuffering- hereafter, 
or to annihilation, with fo great aQ expence 
of miracles and of a divine e;x:traQrdinary 
powpr jpade to fo little purpofe f 

m 



Could we find a clue to lead us fafe out of 
thi* labyrinth, and to teach us how to juftify 
the dealings of Gpd with mankind, con-* 
fift^ntly with that perfe6t goodnefs, which we 
jmift ever afcribe to him, if we believe bim 
to be ftt all J we ftiall provide the beft remedy 
Sgaioft, and, in time, put an^end to the 
prev^Ung fcepticifm^^ 



Here the company rifmg up, Morctlim^^ 
in the name of them all, declared their obK^ 
gations to PhoiinuSi for giving them caufe 
not to defpair of the fortunes and fuccefs of 
the gofpal, notwithftanding its prefent low 
condition ; and fQr fo feafonably reminding 
thepa of the folid foundation, on which the 
belief pf God, the infinitely wife preaf or tmd 
fupreme governor of all things was immove-^ 

fibly placed ; as tbk muft lead the way to all 

fatis-. 
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fatisfaftory enquiry tponcfeming hid dUpofi- 
tions towards us and our expeftations frotn 
him. 

He was alfo perfuaded, that he Ihould 
fpeak the fentiments of all prefent as well as 
his own, by fuggelting, that i^ they could 
but engage the friend, to whom they already 
owed fo much, to* favour them with thofe, 
farther thoughts which they Huew he had 
well digefted upon^ this very weighty fubjeftf 
there would be nothing more for them to 
defire, and therefore he would take the 
liberty to be their fpokefman and entte^tX his 
compliance. 

To this Photintis frankly replied, that to 
take fuch i ta& upon him on fo formal an 
invitation was quite formidable to a plai|t 

man, and implied too much expeftation ; but 

» 

if they could be* <^ntented with knowing in 
what manner he had endeavoured to fatisfy 
his own mind in a matter of fo much impor- 
tance, he Ihould not be unwilling to gratify 
them. But as they all might well be wearied 
with fuch a long grave difcourfe, he Ibould 

c 4 pjiopofif 
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propofe their taking up the fubjeft again at 
their next meeting. To this the company 
f^ented, and the refult of our future convei*- 
fatioB I fhgiU take the firft opportunity of 

pononunicatiiig^ 



CON 
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CONVERSATION II. 



SECTIO]Sr I. 

/ 

I 

ON the day fixed, the coippany being 
aflembled, Volufian, who during, the fonher 
converfation, had been very attentive, e^ 
preifed much fatisfa£kion that all the par^ 
had been pun6i:ual to the appointment ; and 
addrefling his difcourfe particularly to JPha- 
tinm^ told him, that he had Jiftened va\h 
much fatisfa6lion tp all that had &llen from 
him, but might probably have mifunderftood 
what he had advanced concerning thoTe who 
rejected all divine revelation, aa being com- 
monly induced to it from dark views of the 
prefent fcene of things and of the ways of 
providence, which indifpofed theln towards 
the Deity^ and all communications from him. 
This might be true in fome infiances, but 
there were many etxceptions to it, and one 
of great note, the noble author of ihe Cha- 
raBeryiicks^ who was well known to have 
admirably pleaded the caufe of a God and a 
providence } that in the world we inhabit, the 

con^ 
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conilitution of things is perfeftlj moral, vice 
the road to mifery, and the virtuous of man- 
kind happy : although at times he was held 
too plainly to intimate his, little value for the 
facred volumes, efpecially that of the Old 
Teftament. 

Thotimis thanked him for his obfen^tionf, 
and for giving him an opportunity of further 
tjxplaining bis-feritiments. He had no doubt 
himielf of the chara6ter of unbelievers of the 
prefent day being pretty much as he had 
deibribed it. But he wa« not inlfenfible that 
there were fome of a very different clafs, who 
acknowleged on all proper' occaiions, and 
fcewed a profound reverence for the Deity, 
and gave reafoa to. believe that they endea- 
voured in their a6lions to approve J:hemfelves 
to him. If the author of the CharaBeriJiicks 
^ is to be reckoned in that clafs, few chriilians, 
it muft be cohfeffed, feemed imprefled with 
io foil and conftant a fenfe of the divine pre- 
fence and benignity, and thofe chearful expec- 
tations of favour hereafter, with which it 
might be gathered that he was penetrated, 
from innumerable ^aflitges in his writings, 

where 
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wh^re jt is evident he fpoke from the heart, 
smd from the moft ferious couvidion, 

Oiie paflage, which I hope never to forgett 
ia his " Inquiry concerning virtue/' p. 57> 
befpeaks this in' a high degree ; and I Ihall 
gratify you, I am perfuaded, by repeating it ; 
^* Where the theiftical beUef," fays he, ** \s 
entire and perfeft, there muft be a fteady 
opinion of the fuperintendency of a fupreme 
Being, a witnefs and fpeaator of human 
life, and confcious of whatever is felt or 
aifted in the univerfe : fo that in the perfeCleft 
recefe, or deepeft folilude there nrnft be ons 
fttU prefumed remaining with us ; whofe pre^ 
fence fingly muft be of more moment than 
that of the moft auguft afiembly upon earth. 
In fuch a Prefence 'tis evident, that as the . 
ihame of guilty a6iions muft be the greateft - 
of any, fo muft the honour be of well doing, 
even under the unjuft cenfure of a world/* 
Of one thing however I cannot doubt, that . 
^if he ever relinquiftied his beUef of chrifli^ 
anity, which ia a thing by no means certain, 
he was much indebted to it for thofe leiTohs 
of the moft pure and fublime morality, for 
which his writings are juftly admired. 

But 
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But now we are thrown upon the fubjefV, 
as we are not limited in our timq, it may not 
only be an amufement, but of fome ufe, to 
endeavour to ftate, whether there be any 
grounds, for chriftians to reckon this ciele« 
brated perfon one of their number, 

 

It is to be collefted from thofe very fcantv 
memorials which are preferved of, this third 
Earl of Shaftjburyj that from his infancy a 
very extraordinary care was taken to bring 
him acquainted with the learned languages 
of Qreece and Rome, the key to all the 
knowledge of the antients, in which he after^ 
wards excelled in an eminent degree ; and 
we may be aflured an efpecial attention would 
alfo be paid to form the mind to every thing 
that bore relation to piety and virtue, as Mr. 
Locke is known to have been particularly 
confulted in the cafe of his educatipn. 

. His ferioufnefs * in the profeffion of the 
chriftian religion, into which he was early 
initiated, is recounted on feveral occafions in 
his youth, and feenis to have grown up with 
him. But what principally (hewed his "firm 
and rational conviftion of the truth of the 

gofpel, 
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gofpel, his high value for it, and zeal' and 
eameftnefs to bring others to the knowlege 
of it, and to imbibe its fpirit, was a publica- 
tion made by him, in IG98, when he was 
27 years of age, of a volume of fermons by 
Dr. Whichcot^ a Divine of the church of 

England, juftly held in the higheft reverence 

> 

and efteem'. Thefe fermons this young man 
of quality was at the pains to fearch out and 
collect from perfons, who had taken them 
down in Ihort-hand as they were delivered 
from the pulpit, fuch being the modefty of 
this very celebrated ^preacher in his day both 
in the univerfity of Cambridge and after- 
wards in this great city, as would never let 
him jirint any of his difcourfes. The noble 
editor appears to have been very accurate m 
preparing the volume for the prefs, which he 
publilhed with a preface of his own of fome 
length, but without his name. 

\ 

* \ 

X 

In this preface, Lord AJliley^ for his father 
was then living, fpeaks of chriftianity, as one 
that uiiderftood and loved it; as " a religion 
where love is chiefly enjoyned; where the 
heart is exprefsly called for; and the out- 
ward aftion without that is difregarded ; and 

charilv 



charity (or kindnefs) is made all in «iU/' 
And throughout the whole of the 'difcourfes^ 
it is feen, what excellent creatures in all re- 
fpefts mankind would become, if influenced 
^mi governed by the principles of the gofpeL 

r 

\ 

Several years after wards, from February 
1707 to July 1710, we '^ve a feries of Let- 
ters, written after he came^ to his eftate and 
litles, to a young Student at the univerdty 
of Oxford, who was there, at his expence 
and uncfer his direaion, preparing for the- 
liiiniftry in the church of England* Thefe 
letters befpeak the writer » high val«e fof 
ijhxiftianity, and fhew in ^ moft edifying 
manner, thofe fentiments of true piety- and 
gi^nuine goodnefs by TrVhieh he was conftantly 
guided bimielf, and which he ftrove to inftil 
. into this young perfon *• ' 

Soott 

• A beautifiil editioii of Lord Shaftfbiiry*s Letters to a 
Itudent of the univcrfity, was republifiied a few years 
ago, and diftriboted by James Martin, Efq* the truly con- 
fi:ienti9U3 Member for Tewkefbury, as one way among 
many others in which he might enlighten and benefit 
mankind, ever his defire and dehght. 

I would beg leave here to bear my teftimony to a truly 
laudable though rare cuftom, inftituted by the above 

gentle- 

8 
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Soon after this, in the year 171 !> he went 
abro^ on accoiint of his health, which had 
long been very delicate and prec^ioos, and 
died at Naples, in the beginning of the year 
1713, having barely conipleated his 42d 
year. . 



A flight prefumption, ought not, it would . 
feem^ to overfet the weight of this evidence 
for the author of the CharaSeriftieks being 
a chriilian ; and yet we Ihall meet with ibme 
things that will caufe heiitation. We have 
his writings, which may be feid to co«»fau» 
his real fentiments, as they were revifed by 

{entieman, of daily coUcftiag his childroi ind i»iniljr 
before Breakfaft to hear a moral, or inftru^ve difcoorfe 
or a fermon, as it happenSy and concluding by aihort 
addrefs to the Divine Being : thus begihning every day as 
a Chrifttan ought ; and which cannot enough be recom-- 
mended and followed* ' 

No compa^iy in the houfc interrupts tiiis fendca^ no 
bufinefs, either in town or country; And children thus 
inured to fit ftill and liflen muft learn fomething, and 
when older are called to read the prayer aloud, getdilig by 
fuch means a^habxt and impieflions which ca.n. never 
wholly die away and be loft in th^ir ferure intcrcourfe. 
witfi the world. 

him 
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him for . republication^ during the leiftirei 
which his long (lay at Naples afforded hiift 
ia the two laft years of his life. 

. In them he appears to have contraded 
undue prejudices againft fome diftinguiftied 
charafters and tmnfaftioils, which are fpoken 
of with comraendation in the facred w ritings, 
betrayittg too great a wiUingnefs to lee things 
in the moft unfavourable point of view. 
This appears in his diijpofition to giv^ credit 
to other hiftorians rather than thofe who 
were mofl; competent to the fafts they treat 
of; in what he fays concerning the rite of 
cireumcifion anjong the Hebrews ; in his in- 
finuations againft Abraham^ and imputing 
his readinefs, at the known command of God, 
to have put his fon to death, to a pronenefs 
for human facrifices in thofe days, inftead of 
pextqlling the pious and right difppfitions he 
fliewed on that occafion, which this noble 
author w^ould not have failed to do^ had he 
coniidered the hrftory and all its circum- 
fiances without prejudice : in his fceking to 
depreciate and afperie the fair unfpotted 
name of Jafepkj governor of the country 
under Pharaoh^ as combined with the priefi.^ 

of 






of Egypt» to enflave the natioh to the king^ 
and put their whole property into his^hand^^ 
from having married into the family of one 
of them. . Equally uncai^idid and groundlefd 
were his aecuiations of Mofes on iimilar fuf- 
picions and furmifes; for had he met with 
iuch charaflers in Grecian ftory he would not 
have ceafed to applaud and admire them; 
the h^brew youth, as a moft amiable pattern 
of filial piety, generous fraternal ajOTe^ipny 
and purity of manners; and the hebrew 
legiflator, for his confummate wifdom^ ^bd 
for devoting himfelf atid all his powers^ with*' 
out any felf*feeking, to the good of others* 

Such hady condemnation, in theie and 
fome other inflances, he would not have fitf« 
fered himfelf to pafs, if, without undue bias^ 
he had calmly coniidered ; that men chofen 
of God for important purpofes, and thetefoiie 
extraordinarily . favoured by him, were not, 
,nor was it neqeilitry they ihould be, faultlef^ 
perfons ; that in the infancy of a common^ 
wealth, of a nature fo peculiar as that of the 
hebrewsj a hariher difcipline inigbt at firft 
be needed : as for inflance, in adjudging the 
inan j(Numb* xv*) that gathered flicks on the 

D fabbath 
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i^bbath to be ftosfed to Ae&ik^ to refti^n aoi^ 
deter others from the violation of its law& 
aix future^ and ^l tbtDgs of greater momei^.. 

Aod with regard to the eietemiiiiadcm of 
the idol0.trQus nations of Canaan, afid tba 
fe verities and deitiru^on aceoB^ipanyuGig it^. 
urhich have been much exjaggerated, an^d may 
hereafter be i^ted ; tnay it net defense to be- 
c<Hifidered, whether in the iiaiftaoce pf a gene^. 
rai d'^riiftion injoined oC innoceot d^ldreik 
with perfona grown up^ ftsch proeeedings 
wght not be authorised hy the rigfebeoos. 
moffaJt gpvemor of the T»orfd, in mercy to 
the unfortunate iUfferers themfelves ; whilft 
4h puttiBg an end te the live!? fef Ijis <jrea- 
toFes, he p«rt an ead to ?the flaeft he^id vice, 
^n which*tfie jWMing woald^ave heen trained, 
and' ethers gi^a <worfe)< by /xmibininng in 
wMch* they would ^nl^ imw^ been fnove ^ad 
more removed frpnv and wdth : jaoi«e diffioulty 
necovered and bvouj^ h^ak to "i^ijgtoAe wojA t» 
true ha^inefe;. 

AM 4xt tlhky, a m^St importent oonfidera^ 
tion, tiiat fucii 4H6«iporary feveriily tended 
immecMatcly' to detef and jtrovont ^fifa^ Ifiae^ 

ites„ 
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Hefti aiaid t\m {)ation$ ground from becoming 
iofts^bed wtii and, going on in fuch pra6i^icesy 
for ^hieh tfafiie people were doomed to faffer; 
I mean, the praftices of a beftiality not to 
be named ; of the moft defiling^ promifcuoud 
commerce between the fexes ; and of that 
dreadful fuperflition which led them to make 
their children pafe through the fire to be 
confiimed init, in honour of tlieir falfe gods* 

Had the poafe, well-»dilpofed mind of Loid 
Bhaftjlmry^ been foificiendy unwarped to 
behold the£e things in their true lights he 
would have bean ^r from imfmting blame 
here; he who was penetrated with a full 
perfuafion of the per£e6i: unlimited goodneia 
of the iiniyerfal parent ; ftnd of the prefent, 
being only a beginning progreffive fiate of 
his radonal ofispring, for theij? improvement 
in virtue and happinefs for ever *. 



HQwever he aaight Cbixiietiines af£b6); to 
fpeak Hghtly of the argument from mimcles^ 

* See Lqj^ ^aftflbr^'$ JLcttw, p. 80. Mr. Ma«ift'* 

^Wou. .... 
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the only one that can fully prove to us a 
divine revelation, he fometimes {hewed that 
he underftood an(J valued it, and would by 
DO nnteans be thought to rejeft it. In the 
CharaBeriJiicks, Vol. IL p, 332, 333, 334, 
there is a fine paflage to this purpofe, the 
whole of which deierves perufaL The noble 
writer begins with eftablilhing, as he ftyles 
it, ^^ a juft and rational foundation for our 
&ith, on which we may give credit to a. 
divine revelation ; namely, when it qomes re-^ 
commended to us by the , teftimony of thof^ 
whofe chara6lers and lives might anfwer fojp 
them as to the truth of what they reported 
to us from God." Aad he then very pro- 
perly remarks, that miracles of tbemfelvea 
jUre proofs only of fuperior power ; and that 
we muft be perfuaded that the power is under 
Ae direaion of fupreme wifdom and good- 
nefs ; in ihort^ that there is a God, who by 
his wife and good providence appoints and 
governs all things, before we can rely on any 
miraculous communications from him; and 
then concludes in thefe words ; ^^ To whom 
therefore the Laws of this Univerfe and ita^ 
Government appear juft and uniform; to 
him they fpeak the Govei^iment of one just 

one; 



' I 




DIVINE GbVERNMENT. 37 

*NE ; to him they reveal and witnefs a God: 
and laying in him the foundation of thisjirji 
Faith, they fit him for a fuhfequent one. 
He can then hearken to Hijiorical Revela-^ 
tion : and is then fitted (and not till then) 
for the reception of any Meflage or miracu- 
lous Notice firom above; where he knows 
beforehand ^11 is juft and true. But this nd 
power of Miracles, nor any Power befides 
his ReafoHj can make him know or appre- 
hend/' He who writes in this fort cannot 
juftly be pronounced a rejeftor of all mira- 
cles, or dilbeliever of divine resvelation. 

It muft not be omitted, that in the year 
1710, Lord Shaftjbury having been informed 
by the young man whom he had educated 
for the miniftry, at the univerfity of Oxford, 
that he had been very lately ordained by 
J)r. Burnet^ Biftu>p of Salifbury; .on re- 
ceiving this letter, his patron, thus, among 
pther things, writes back to him. "July 
JOth, 1710. I hope whatever advice the 
great and good bilhop gave you, will fink 
. deeply into your mind : and that your re- 
f eiving orda's from the hands of fo worthy a 
jjrelate will be one of the cirpumftances, 

» 3 which 



38 caivvEiisATioNs ok thb 

which may help to iafure your ^e$dine& ivt 
honefty, good jyinciplf^s, moderation ao4 tru^ 
Chriftianity/' — ^ •— — ^* As for my part of 
kindaefs and friemiftiip to ycm^ I fliall be fuf-* 
ficiently reeompenfed, if you provp (pis you 
have ever promifed) a virtuous, pious, fober^ 

and iludk)U3 Vfrn^i as becomes the folemn 
pharge belonging to you/^ — :- — ^ — r /' The 
thorough knowlege you have had of me, and 
the dire6:ion of aU my ftudies and life to the 
promotion of religion, virtue and the good of 
mankind, will (I h(^e) b^ ^ fome good 
example to you: at leafl: it wiU be a hindrance 
to your being feduced by infamies and calum-r 
niis ; fiich as ^re thrown, upon the men called 
moderate J an<l in their ftyle indifferent in r^-^ 
ligion, heterodox, and heretical/' 

V 

^* I pray God to blefs you in your new 
funOfion, with all the true virtue, humility, 
fnoderation, aad meeknefs, whi^h becomes lU 



I fipa ypuy hearty friend^ 



3," 
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It wdtfld lK)w feem from thefe fafts, and 
muthaittiei? laid togeth», that we tnuft in afl 
equity condude, thtct thi:^ celebrated writet 
did not make the declarations we have feen 
tn favour of chriftianity with a view to de- 
ceive ; that he was not aSting a part, but was 
ai f^l beKevei? of th^t religion for which he 
uiiijfef mly profefled fuch a high regard. 

• ., » * ' ^   

We cftftnot certainly decide that his free 
BOtkms and fareaftic raUlery in which he ii*- 
cNilged #ith f efpe6t fome of the hiftories in 
the Old Te^ataent, amotmted to an intire 
rejefiiion of its divine authority : but thii* wc 
may cpiiclttde^ that his fcepticifm-i?! this re- 
fpeQ;^ tirhate ver it was, (fid not appear to hind 
ir^oixipatible with a^ iincere behef and pro- 
fc(fion of chriftianity. 

Nor are we to think otherwife of him, for 
the inlinuations he ibmetimes throws out 
againft the gofpel-morality, as bein^ deficient 
in teaching the duties of friendflbip, of the 
love of liberty and of our country ; objec- 
tions which ferve only to expofe his learned 
vanity and ignorance : but it appeals, as far 
0$ can be judged from his fentiments and 

D 4 conduft, 
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1 

condu&.f that he i?ms, and was defirous of 
paifing Ibr a chriftiao ; and alfo wifhed fuel) 
ft judgment to be formed of him, by pofterity. 

* * 

We may then now perhaps be permitted 
to reprefent to ourfelves the manner in which 
the author of the Chara^eri/iicks^ would 
have been received by our divine matter 
Jefus^ if he bad met with fuch a charafter 
in his walks through Judea, May we not 
image to ourfelves, that after fome hesivy re*- 
bukes for his high felf-conceit, and other 
grievous defefts^ bordering upon and fpring^ 
ing from it, and after pointing out the necef^ 
iity of the fevere djfcipline to .be exercifed 
over his imagination which had fadly mifled 
Jijin^ our ISaviour would, in favour of his 
general difpofition, and principles, have 
fpokeii kindly to him and encouraged him, 
with the words of hope and confolation, 

** ThQu d^ri not far from the kingdom (jf 
Go4r 



^\xt it is high time to go on with our 
fubje^t, though we have not wandered ftir, if 
at all, out of our way, in this long digreffionji 
for which w§ we much beholden to Vohijtan^ 



^ 
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as it has brought before us a mod amiable 
«nd accompliihed perfon, who thought, and 
who contributed to make others think, well 
of the world, and its maker, and therein is 
no fmall encouragement to us. 

It is then with great pleafure, my friends, 
that I begin with noting, that as there is 
nothing, which we can poffibly be more con- 
cerned to know, than that the power that 
made us, is benevolently difpofed to us, and 
to all his creatures, he has not been wanting^ 
in furnilhing us with a knowlege fo neceflarj 
to our peace. For although we do not be- 
hold him with our bodily eyes, we can fee in 
his works, and dealings with us, and with 
every living creature^ how great and good 
he is. It may, indeed, be called the verdifl: 
iand fentiinient of nature ; becauf e in all ages, 
where any believed in God, they belieyed 
him to be , good; feeing the marks of kind 
deiign every where, and in every thing, they 
could frame no other idea of the fovereign 
Creator, tUn as intending the happinefs of 
the things he had made ; not to receive any 
benefit himfelf, for he wanted not any thing; 
but to impart and communicate from his 

' boundleft 
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bouilidteft ocean of geodweft to all. And it 
is a faft of great notoriety^ that what pal 
men at firfl upon the thonght of there being 
a powerfijl independent evil principle, wa», 
their not being able otherwife feti^feftcMfily td , 
account to thelnfelves for the evil and mifery, 
which was in the trorld, and becatife they 
Were perfuaded, that nothing bttt good could 
come from God, 

But this nniverfal ientiment and impreffion 
concerning the deity being found among all 
lis rational offspring, that he is of the moft 
perfeft goodnefe, though highly deferving 
sattentibn, as the genuine tefthnony which his 
works b^r to the charafter of their author^ 
does not prove him to be fuch to the anxious 
inquiring mind, wbilft fo many things feem^ 
to wear a contrary afpeft. That can only be 
made to appear by fuch a refearch and par- 
ticalat examination a« will convince us, that 
all creatures are intended for happinefs, and 
|mt into the way of enjoying it, 

Now wfierever we turn* oiir eyes, to tl» 
|)eafts of the field, the birds of the air, the 
wntety tribes, or the numberlefs. infe6t race, 

we 
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we fee them cheairful and happy, and their 
faappineis fecured to them in a manner {wMsi^ 
io their nature ami condition9» It is m<^ 
obvious, and mankind have very early noticed 
it, with ' regard to themfelves, as a mark of 
kind defi^ in their maker, • that the organs 
of their body,^which are of chief ipoment 
for comfort and well*being, and of mod con* 
fiant ufe, are moft ftudioufly gnardtd from 
injury, and advantageoufly placed ; the eye 
lelevated on high for the better difcovcry of 
objei3:s ; the ear likewife for the greater ad- 
vantage of hearing ; fo likewife the organ of ' 
fmelting near the inoutli, for a guide, in the 
t^hoicCj of food. And the fame kind attention 
and difpofition of thefe principal organs is 
obfervaWe in the infinite variety of the diffb^ 
rent fpecies of the . animal creation, aecon^ 
modated tb their fcrm and way of life. 

And as the world is God's Houfe, and ail 
the living creatures in it^ part of his fauuly, 
ca;j!!|ang on their different works and bufmefe 
in it, for a limited feafon ; and as he intended 
41 fucceffion of .its inhabitaxits to be continued, 
he has therefore made p^roper prwifion f<fr 
tb«irjMx^pagatiMm; »iid i^ fitf ^asa contrf 

ft>rtable 
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fortable fupport ; which is either put in their 
immediate pofleffion, when brought into hfe, 
or fo placed within their reach, that by the 
eafy ufe of their powers, it may be fecured. 

The utmoft care is taken of all animals 
when young, and unable to ppvide for them- 
felves. This is generally done by their pa- 
rents, efpecially the* mothers, who acquit 
themfelves therein with aftoniftiing perfe- 
verance, fidelity and tendernefs, which na- 
turaliils can never enough admire ; encoun- 
tering the greateft difficulties and dangers in 
the proteftion of them, and Ihewing the 
greateft lelfrdenial in procuring them fufte- 
nance. And it is fo ordered, that their na- 
tural alFe6tidn and care ceafe, when there is 
po farther call for them. Where this office 
is not performed by the parent,, they are di- 
rected to lay t|ieir eggs, or produce theiy 
young, in places, where when born they in^ 
ftantly find their nouriftiment in the greateft 
abundance, t^ . 

All the different tribes of animab are fiir^ 
nifhed with their proper food, fo *as not to 
interfere with each other ; and ajl know what 

i* 
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is falutary for them by their feveral fenfes, 
their food being made pleafant and inviting 
to them. Innumerable are the benevolent 

 

contrivances of the author of nature for their 
accommodation in this refpeft. In- thofe 
feafons of the year, when the food of fome 
anin^als is not to be obtained in one country, 
they are {ound to traverfe land and feas« 
exa6lly at the proper feafons, to procure it in 
another, and fail through the air by a more 
certain intuitive guidance, than the mariner's 
compafs. Others are fo formed^ that in 
winter, for inftance, when their food is not 
to be obtained, they fubfift without it, and 
live concealed in their retiring places, tiH 
fpring approaches. Thofe animals which are 
the moft generally ufeful, are found in the 
^reat^ft number, and almoft in all countries. 
And the more uncommon ones are to be feen 
only in thofe climates and fituations, where 
they are beft provided for, and moft ufeful 
and happy ; as the Rhen-Deer in Lapland, 
and the Camel in the hot countries, bordenng 
on the fandy defarts^ 

Nor it it, any exception to the goodnefs of 
the creator^ that many animals are made to 

prey 
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prfey ^iwi feed upon one another. Ravenoii^ 
beoils, tigersj wolves, &c. .are nojt numeroui?, 
iftFe fooft defiroyed where the earth, is inhst 
JHt^ P^nd C:U]tivated ; a^qd, in the me^n time, 
^ey call forth m^n's n-ftiye powers, ^re of 
«fe to prevent othef aninjials from multiplying 
too^i^. Aifo^ in ge:Beral, tb^ are only 
hjuitful^ whe» provoked by fome iojury, or * 
ftimubted fey hui^tger. Hqw oftep would the 
laboiB^ of th^ hidibandcnaB be entirely fru£. 
jtrajl^d in hjs expeSkations fronsi fowing his 
;grain ^d feeds, if bicdi§ of prey did not Jiv^ 
iupojj tjh^ magg^t^ aflid vongpis, thfi^t infeft the 
tender hlade and bud? To prevent the lijke 
wfebievpus efFe6ls9 the wild bc^r a&d tipiid 
h^e 0f^ defti»ed to be hnnt^ dfmn and 
d^royed by other anii^^Js- The mini^teft 
^ies aud inf^s furnife food to t^e ffnajiler 
^rd^j th^^t enliven our atBa9fphere by th^r 
liotpS' aaid by their dexterity in th^eir ^ighte ; > 
mdw^ nfit the vaft midtitude of -tbefe ip 
fofiae couijtries to be the nourifl^ment of the 
fe^^bth^red r^e, the aftoniflbing fww^nvs of thero. 
would, at times, darken the atawfphere, a©d 
render life uncomfortable. 



te 






DIVIITE GOVHESTMElSrT. 4f 

But by this kind contrivance, and multi- 
pUcation pf livijig creatures an infinitely 
greq^ter number enjoy e^dft^nce and are made 
happy by iiv than would otherwife have taken 
place* And though it be very ihort, they 
enjoy their little day of life^ without any re- 
gret at parting with it, and make roomr 
thereby for others to fucceed, and be happy 
in theit turn. And with refpe6^ to th^ 
tamer domeiUc anifiQals, which ma^ikind kiH 
far their food,^ they become^ happier thereby 
IronsL the extraordinary care taken of their 
h^th and nouriihmeat. It is npceffiipy^ 
aioreover, to deiftroy diem^ as,^ otherwife, thip^ 
.eardi would be overrun and ib filled by th^n^ 
as not to . yield fufficient food for maajkind^ 
It is a ftri6t duty, however, for w'hich all will 
be reipondble, to put an end to their being in 
the eafidl aad Ihorteft way. Aad^ ^ Aey 
have no prefentiment of what is to ittpp^x 
to them,, the abmdging 4)f their lives is aa 
injury,, as they fufier lefs. by Ijhis j^t^jki^ 
tare d^ath, than by diymg of ^i&aft. ^ad 
old age. 
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PleasM to the laft, he crops the flow'ry food. 
And licks the hand juft rais'd to ihed his blood. 
Oh ! blindnefs to the future, kindly given, 
Tliat each may fill the circle, mark'd by heav'n ! 

EJjay on Man. £p. t\ 



We, alfo, as partakers of the fame nature 
with our fellow-animals around us, have our 
full (hare, as fuch, in th6 kindnefs and care 
of the common Creator. His goodnefs meets 
us at our birth, and provides for us in our 
jQrfl helplefs ftate. He has contrived all the 
obje6is of our feveral fenfes to be pleaiing to 
us, indicating thereby that he intends us tio 
be gratified by them. 

Pleafure is, indeed, our natural feeling, 
accompanying the application and exercife of 
all our powers, and difcovering itfelf mod 
remarkably, as has been obferved, in the 
plaj^l dilpofition of young children ; which, 
when there is no reafon againft it, ought ever 
to be indulged. 



Nor is it any mark of unkindnefs or in-'] 
difference towards us, in our Creator, that 



we 
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we are fubjeO; alfo to painful feelings, but the 
cpntrarj ; as they frequently arife from what 
would be hurtful to us^ and put ^s upon 
avoiding it. The pains of hunger and thirft, 
which are among the firft we experience, and 
,which continue through life^ are not only 
conftant fources of delight to us, but are 
heceflary to excite lis to the care of our 
health and.to labour j without which we ftipuld 
be in danger of becoming torpid, ufelefs, and 
\iniferable. 

Some of tnei acuteft pains^ to which we are 
expofed^ are evidently the accidental, not the 
natural efFefts of our fraine. Difeafes, in 
general are an effort of the conftitution, t?) 
relieve from fome'thing^ that would be pre- 
judicial to us ; for which providence, . by the 
means of human induftry and ingenuity, hath 
furnilbed us with many effectual remedies, 
and by the fame induftry ^nd ingenuity of 
tnen more are daily difcovered. And epi- 
demical difeafes, by alarming men^s fears, 
put them on more minute inveftigation, in 
.diligently ftudying their caufes, fo as to pre- 
vent them jn future, and more Ui^es are pre- 

ferved. \ 

ja Nor 
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Nor can we complain of ia want of bene- 
volence, in there being fa many caufes at 
hand continually of the deftraftion of us, as 
of other animals. For we and all animals 
were born to die. This is the condition of 
the prefent life. The manner of dying is in 
itfelf of little moment. 

It is neceflary to make room for others of 
our fellow-creatures after us, to act their 
parts, whatever be the defign of placing us 
on th€v ftage of this world ; that as we have 
had our day and time of life, and finished our 
parts, others may fucceed and finiih their^s. 
And when, as fometimes happens, in vaiUjr 
greater numbers, the different aAors are fwept 
off the ftage by earth-quakes, by war, pefti- 
lence, and the like, the fufferers themielvies 
have the leaft reafon of complaint, as the 
eafieft way of going out of the world is to be 
called out on the fudden. 

If this were to be the whole of our exift- 
ence, as it may be, for aught we know, of 
our fellow^animals, there would be no reafon 
to murmur; but to be thankful^ for having 
liv^(i in this £tir wos^ldi ^and enjoyed an over* 
1 balance 




balance of haj^tieifi ia it. For that iia^- 
xie& abcmnds, i$ plain from diis, tliat man- 
kind are univeriaiiy fond of iife, and ^liag to 
it with avidity to the laft, to its very dregs : 
which would not; be, were it not pleafant to 
them* The very few who make away with 
tbemfdves, are not hurried on to it by any 
comparative view or feeling <^ the mileriesof 
life abov« its pleefur^d or enjoyments ; btrt^ 
where (fee motive can be perceived, it is gene- 
rally ^Hind to be forae ^effmg ankitty of <Jie 
moment, which they have not Ae courage to 
wfift, whence tbey cowardly give way tmd 
fall under it. 



It is moft <50Rlbktory, that we can thus 
attedn full fatis&i^ion oonoerning the haj!^^ 
nefs of mankttiil ai>d of all ^fentient lyings In 
the ^refent ftate, as we liave thereby fiiU 
evidence of the goodwefs, of the Power, tJikt 
gave us our being, by. its elfe^ls .: for it tmght 
have left fome fufpicion, that all was not fait 
and kind abo«re, if we hfid heefn teiei¥4d to 
an uakncfwtn, untried futxii^ date Ibfr proof <)f 
the dinne hm&v<!k6j%be ; as it might have 
f uggeffted itfelf diat wte ^iaiuiot but judge from 
what we feel and experience, and that if *he 

» 2 Deity 
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Deity had Ibewn himfelf lefe favourably dif^ 
-.pafed to his creatures here^ they could have 
. little groflnd to expe6l it hereafter* 



BUT, though fo tindly dealt with in 
^gir anipaal capacity, in what relates only to 
our prefent life, thanks ever due be given to 
^ our great creator for that moft important dif- 
. tin6iiiony and mark of favour, which his kind- 
, nefs has . farther beftowed upon us ; that we 
can contemplate ourfelves fdfo as his^ crea^ 
tures of an higher form ; as rational and 
moral ; capable of attaining the knowlege of 
J him, the benevolent author of our being, and 
. of recommending ourfelves to his favour by 
^ pious grateful acknowlegementiSi and by obe- 
dience to his will,, in doing good to others, 
as he does good to us and to all ; which i» 
the higheft jperfe6lion and blifs. 

• ,■... '  

. In this vi^w of purl^lyes, although we 

come ou^of his h9.nds more helplefs and 

deftitute at firft, tlomi other animals,, this is 

. amply fvpplied by- the appointed inftruments 
of our birth. 

. The 
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The mind^ our diftinguilhing excellency,. 
is at firft a perfeQ: blauk, fitted and ready to » 
receive whatever ijiipreffions may be made 
upon it ; for which we are entirely dependent 
on thofe about us, and the circumflances, in 
which we are placed : wliich accounts for the- 
infinite diverfity of charafters that are in the?^ 
worlds Ever in a6bion, which is the fourcO; 
of all our improvement, from our* firft coming 
into life, and in every ftage of it, we are de-r 
lighted in gaining continually new ideas^ and 
powers^ find knowlege of all kinds. ^ 

The feveral parts of our make, our appe* 
(ites, paffions, apd affefiions, fpring i^gra^* 
dually ii( us, as they are called forth, andr 
their objects prefent themfelves ; all of them 
in themfelves good and right, and neceflary 
for our well-being and perfection, yet witboui 
due reftraint and regulation, capable of being 
perverted? and of - mifleading us ; for whLch^ 
Reafon, the ruling faculty is given, to guid^ 

u$ to private ,and public good, 

Wholly thfi creatures of aflbciation and 
habit^ our f;hara6iers are infenfibly formed by 
th^ inftruftion, converfation, and example of 

E 3 thofe 



I ^ 



of th&fev9^ fifft mk trith, and the |btflg» and 
feictes and perfoiis, to ifhich ire are acettl^ 

tof»«d, ^d among whim our lot b cafl« 

A»d tfeu* beinif from th^ ftpft, and att 
a^g, llie' folijeftis^ of p^f petual care a«d 
kiftditefe and attentioKr erf pareirt^ aand thofe 
rf^t i3», mvt good aflfoftions are gene-^ 
lal^ mi4 excited : we are indueed, we are 
pffMtpted^ we defif e, we fed H light, to M 
loM t@^ othefi!^, iuf 0thets hwt h^ttt kind ta 
us, and take ^aifbfre in adding te^ thd» hap^ 
pinefs* 

As we pm lip ottr want* ^i^fmt m flitt 
iBd^ to H^k the aid and «iC(^n<^ of others, 
mA 0UV iWial smke nidiiimig «s not to live 
im £}Iit{td^ } {^rpflftif^ed idlifo hf i^attif e to unite 
#«*felv«a^ with a tedder cowiqfWMiion for fife, a 
ipirf IS epewed fr<n» the ec>nftrti6liem of one 
fitt/^ td #ie nnWft of many i^milies together^ 
AAd Ae formaj^oft (»f laj^e^ commnnities fof 
fecnrity, eomfwt, add advattlageoW iftter^ 
conrfe ; and thence to the eftabliftiment of 
ll^Wernment a»d laws; whieh wheabiailt up 

md «pheld hy priw^iples of e^pi^ hfeeirty ««tt4 






the general i^ood^ are fruitful of the greateft 




In the mommg of life, at reafon^s earlieft 
dawn, we aare tranfported with the fight of 
verdant fields, and lawns, aijid their various 
peaceful inhabitants grazing on them, with 
thofe combinations of different objefts, of hill 
and dale and groves, that prefent themfelves 
in beautiful landfchapes ; heightened at the 
fame tone with the harmony and mufic fur^;* 
nibbed by, the chorifters of the woods and 
iky^ rejoicing in their being, and calling upon 
us to join their fong : the whole fcenery to- 
gether forcing upon the beholder, the joyous, 
venerably idea of a parent almighty Mind ; 
a Power unfeen, of wifdom and goodnels 
without bounds^ which framed, adjiifted, and 
preferves the whole, worthy to be loved and 
adored by all ; as Blotntjkld^ in his artlefs 
numbers, happily defcribes it, 

Th^re his firft thoughts to Nature's channs inclln'd, 
Which (lamps devotion on th* inquiring mind. 

And indeed by the ufe of reafon, the hght 
within us, every attentive mind may, from 
the view of bk work% as well know that there 

5 4 i* 



56 CONVElisATIONS ON THE 

*  

is a God, who made and governs the world j 
Us he may know, by the ufe of his eyes and 
fenfes, that there is a Siin, which enlightens 
the earthj and by its warmth cherifhes the 
growth of vegetables, arid ripens the corn 
and fruits. 

This natural light moreover teaches us, tha,t 
as we owe our exiftence and all its bleffings to 
our Maker's unmerited kindnefs and bounty, 
we {hould be odious monfters were we ever 
to fail in the gratitude, reverence and ober 
dience^ ever due to one fo much above us, 
who {hews himlelf fo interefted for us and 
defirou§ of our happinefs. And a3 the frame 
and conftitution, which he, who giveth every 
thing to all, has beftowed upon us, is alfo 
fuch, that we cannot be happy ourfelves, 
•without promoting to our power the happi- 
nefs of our fellow -creatures : thefe plain iur 
timations \iithin, and interwoven in our very 
fraitie, of gratitude and love to God, and 
affeftion to our fellow creatures, can be con- 
fidered as none other than the voice of God 
within us ; hisfecret voice^ by which he calls 
to the fons and daughters of men in all agesi 
and CQuntries, and teaches them theijf duty 

and 




[ 
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\nd the road to their happinefs ; as once, by 
an audihh voice at Mount Sinai, he delivered 
, \m folemn commands to one people, 



Thus are thofe primary duties of pietv and 
benevolence engrafted in us, and proviiion is 



made for our happinefs as rational beings. 
This is- the law writtei\ in the hearts of thofe 
who bave no written law to guide them, And 
thus has the caufe of religion and virtue 
been kept up in the world, amongft all the 
rational creatures pf (jpd, and the means of 
virtue and hohnefs, of their ..prefent . ?md 
future happinefs, afforded to all; not the 
feme means and advantages to all, but fuffi-? 
cient for every one wbo can attain to no 
other. For no more will be required of any, 
than the honeft and faithful ufe and improve-r 
?n€int of the talent^ and advantages given, be 
they more or fewer. 

> 

> 

Photinus having ended, the company paufed 
^ while, abforbed in involuntary filence and 
reflection on wljat. he had brought together^ 
oj> the fupport and happinefs of all fentient 
beings that we are acquainted with, from man 
down to the loweft worm. 

MarceUinui 
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, MarceUinm ftanding up^ tanked him for 
forniibing them with fuch an exqaifite moml 
treat; " How natural/' exckamed be, ** oi| 
fuch a profpeifit of the world we inhabit, for 
file pious mind to adopt tfaofe ftrains in wluch 
the Hebrew pofets firft led the way, infpired 
by the fubbme fubjed, and called upon all 
nature to ajQTift them in hymning and cele^ 
brating in tbeir fongs the common creator 
and benefadtor : 



4^ 



Not only the young and oldi and th<rfe 
of every age and clafs of the human race ; 
but all the irrational tribes of thole who fill 
the air, and wdk the earth, and creep on the 
ground, or that glide along the watery ele« 
ment ; the different families of living crea^ 
turcs, who in their different Ways ftiew them^- 
f^ves, bufy and chearful and happy j 



" And, not fatisfied with this tribute, flill 
in bolder, drains they invoke the mountains 
and hills and plains, and every tree and ibrub 
that grows, to contribute their fhare of praife, 
for being made to afibifd ihelter and delight 
to ^ many living beings, and for other imm. 
berlefs ufes j 

Nay, 



** Nfty^ they invite even fmiKmer and 
iv^ter to join the general chorus of praife ; 
Ae changing feafons fo necefiary to the health 
0I man and beaft, the growth and preferra-^ 
tton of each herb and fruit-bearing tree, and 
to the ripening of the fruits of the earth, by 
which the whole is fuftained and filled \rith 
gladnefs/' 

And though thefe holy men were not foch 
deep philofophers as we boaft ourfelves to be^ 
they hereby (hewed that they had attained 
to the chief end of all true philofophy, in 
having learned to read and trace out in hi* 
worics the hand and kindnefs of the One 
Supreme, the benevolent creator, and divine 
ajftin:. 

From thefe few inftances produced by yott 
out of the inexhauftible ftore that remains 
behind, we are able with fatisfa£tion to fee 
that the creator loveth all his creatures, and 
has brought them all into life to beilowupon 
|;hem a happinefs fuited to them. 

But what ftill more concerns us : You have 
l^inted out, and enabled us to djfcem from 

what 
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what fimple principles;, ^nd by what eaiy 
natural proceffes, the rational^ moral eha-r^ 
ra6ler is formedi, and from primeval dull- 
apd elay, whetnce we wer^ firft talcen, be-^ 
comes capable of rifing to fonie faint, though 
infinitely diftant reifembl^^nce of the alj good^ 
and all perfe6l being, 



r#t 



Yet I fear that this will be regarded merely 
as beamtiful thepry ; and t;hefe fine capg^^ities 
of the rational pature thought to be beftowed 
in vain, and never likely to * be brought to 
maturity, when we tiake a furyey of the world, 
at large, and fcan what mankind have been 
in. all ages, and ftill^ are, in a n^oral .view., 
Ajid I Ihould be led almofl to defpair^ if 
you, PhofinuSy were not to continue to give 
us your kind help to explore what the morr 
:gieiitous fubje6t will produce. 



■i , • 



• :* 



At 



At their next meeting, after talking for 
: fome time together upon indifferent matters, 
Marcellinus turned the difcourfe, obferving, 
that as PhotinVfS hsxA (hewn to their intire 
iatisfa6iibn9 that the animal creation below 
us, in all their infinity variety and gradations, 
moft ufefuUy filled the places affigned them, 
and were happy therein as far as we could 
perceive and judge ; and was going on to in- 
veftigate and afcertain ho^Y far th^ fame 
could l)e faid of the human race, he thought 
that to do full juftice to the fubjeft, it would 
be neceffary to take in the hiftory of the 
origin of mankind as delivered in our facred 
books ; and as there were different opinions 
-entertained about it, to have it in fome mea- 
fure fettled among them, what credit was to 
be given to that moft antient hiftory of all 
others, how it is to be underftood, and what 
is to be gathered from it. Concerning thefe 
points,. that the adjufting of them might not 
divert Photi?ius from pprfuing his main fub- 
je6l, he iliould take the liberty to fubmit his 
, own fentiments to them, ^^hich he had reafon 
to believe were not much different from their 
own, as it was a matter that had often fallen 
in their way. , 

Now 



d2 CONV£»SAift6l3^8 ON THE 

Now it feemed to be generally allowed, 
by thofe who had fearched into, and were 
beft qualified to form a right judgmetit con- 
cerning the colinogony recorded in the eJi^ 
trance of the book of Genefis^ that the ac^ 
count of things therein given had bee» 
banded down to Mofe^ from the firft pareuls 
of ^ mankind, through the chmtoul of jyimfc 
and his defcendants; which^ from this Ion* 
gevity of mankind at that period w<mld not 
need to |^fs through many hands ; and thdr 
high importance would feciire diligence and 
£delity in die conveyance. 

In the fijrfi three chapters of the book) we 
have the moil momentous documents awiinh 
formation concerning the case true QoAy and 
fole creator of all things, his charafiBr^ and 
that of hia creature, man. We ther^ leara, 
what we might prefume to be the &St, that 
mankind were not left to themfdives, to flio 
inveftigsttibns of reafon, to fpell out and ac- 
quire the knowleg^ of the Being that made 
tliem, and of their duty to iiim; which, 
though attainable by their natural powers, 
would have been a matter of very flow opera- 
tion and accomplifhment ; but that tii^y ne- 

ceived 
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<;eived this knowlege direftly from God him- 
felf ; deriving from the fame fource at the 
&me time, the knoM^lege of language necef-» 
&ry for their intercourfe with each other and 
with their MaJker* From the fa^, and cir^ 
cumfiances of the narrative we have the mod 
probable grounds on which to build thefe 
caoelufioii8« But how this Jci^owlegci of a 
primjudve kngtiage waa inftilled or acquired, 
it is needlefs to aft ^ aj& it feems impofiibie to 
find oat. 

And although men hate difiered, and will 
continue to difier, in their interpretations of 
the language and drefs, in which thefe im- 
portant truths are clothed and conveyed; 
nmmly^ mhu k called the tree of the know- 
lege of good and evil ; the tree of life : the 
jTerpent a temptatiout and his converfation - 
with Eve ; her eating of the forbidden fruit 
at his inftigation^ and giving it to Adnm to 
$Sit^ and the fentence psfled upon the feveral 
offenders by their creator and judge : much 
of it undoubtedly couched in allegory and 
Agurative expr^ion J as alfo literally to be 
taken in other parts, which are at the foun-* 
4atioi^; (iee the re&ifence to it, Mark x, 5^6.) 

yet 
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yet the moral inftruftion intended to be coii- 
yejed by the whole is not difficult to be un-* 
derftood, and, in this there has been a very 
general harmony and concurrence. That# 
for inftance, there is one God, the maker of 
all things, and father of mankind, who formed 
them in his own image, their moral govern 
nour, and. judge ; who is defirous Of their 
happinefs, which can only be attained by 
their obferyance of the laws he has made 
known to them as a rule for their condu6):, 
annexing rewards to their obedience j and 
threatening with punifhment, their tranfgref^ 
fiohs: . 

I (hall only add, that^ not far from the 
entrance of Mr* ioc/re s " .Reafonablenefs of 
Ghriftianity as delivered in the Scriptures,'* 
is a'fpecimen of the manner in which that 
judicious perfon was wont to interpret for 
himfelf the hiftory of the fall of our firfl: 
parents, which, I have no doubt, you think 
with me worthy of attention. 



/ 



When .Marce//m«i^ had finiftied, Photinns 
immediately rifing up, remarked, that he had 
not any doubt of their b§ing,ail muqh fatii?- 

fied 
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fied with wfaiBit Imd been lio w fuggefted con« 
irerniiig.thb mod interefting narrative of the 
n^oteii antiquity. For. his partf he could 
not but declare and acknowles^e^ that it 
would relieve him niuch in the taft their 
partiality had impofed on hirn, to have fuch 
a foundation to proceed upon^ With their 
leave then$ he would begin^ and remind 
Idxtsk i , ihkt haying already fllewn, that man 
had a moral nature^ in di{lmd;ion from the 
animals abound him^, by which he was fitted 
for the fupr^ne happtne{s, ariiing from the 
. knowkge and woiihip 0f God, the fovereign 
aB^perfeS;' Beings and from a I'ef^tnblai^ to 
lum in goodneis ; they were now to inqube 
whether man att«ina that . hs^pineis ? -and 
what hi9 hidjbry teaches mm ^is refped ? 



r.v; 



In the Bibte^ tfa^ o^fiifi aii4 tdo^ auttientid 
hiftory of the world and of l^e, human race^ 
^ fer a? it goes, we find ouf firft parents 
placed originally in a mo^ happy fta^ticti^ 
where obedience to tii^if kind creator^ inoh- 
ferving his lawa^. injouied only for thek gcKHly 
was their eafy duty* BjUt they ungmtefajjy 
fajiled in it; md a^ t|)ey were forewarned^ 

^ paid 



l»iid the ^penalty of dieif lmii%reAioii; aiu], 
<iidugh not partieojidy infonaed of it, ^ 
may not dau)>t uf ^Ir ptimfiiment bsvkig 
Its intended efibi^ in prodttcmg repetitanee 
«i)d future obedience. 

»■» . * ' • » 

Tbe marks of huii»m fivilty did hot alas ! 
fti^ with ^^Bi^. Din felfifti paffion^ fdon 

^Mpt into» their ^nati fiu)iily, and prompted 
their eideft f^i, the monfter Caiii, through 
efi^9 to take away the hfe of Im aM)re pbwi, 
idrtxItHis bloodier. Bat M reararfe and mi&ry 
fpeedSy overtook l^ foi; <l|e atsrocioos a&* 

« Aftd &e fhodi it would fiva t0 all that heard 
«f it ; atd li»B teflhns vpiM it «^ii^ our firft 

> fMarents wotxM not iul t^a read, ctf the iitBl 
^Bx&A of headftn^ ongovieroed paffion, 
"Would contributB to contain others in their 
duty, and be remembered for good. 

Of JinocA, one of the d^laendiaits of Aihm 
< lMifiE»'e the ll€)od, it is rectirded^ Qen. v« 24^ 
'^at he walked fs^k God, i. e. wtts om highly 



. .-4 

^ llpproved by him ; i^ mU;^ fM^ ; jfbr God 

^■^^^ t&ok him. The phimfe, wm mf, in itfelf inx- 

- phes, that ke dkd^ <i^^$^^ to e^M: butiti 

ei^lained by. wlmt ^i^lowd, /or Goc^ ioaA; him^ 

It 




k Here deastesy that he was removed oat of 
1^0 world wildi^t dyrng* For fo tbe wutd 
is randeredy 6ei)/v. 34. by the gn^k titMdQb» 
tors : where alfo^ m the origiiml hebittw^ '^m 
fame term is ufed, which is afterwud^ in 
S Kings ii. 3. ia fpefilufig of Elijah being 
taken up s^¥e iQt^ heiifeii. And ^is t&oik 
is confirmed by the* ^.pefUe^, M€hr€ws si* ¥• 
jBjf/atM £iioch wmiranfiats^^ that kc^^auH 
n^i fee death; and , was n9f foimd^ icei^i/l 
6od[ Add trm/lated him :/or liefer^ Aiy tfmfi^ 
latum he had this te/iimony that he flm^ 
God. 



This ftrildng eva^t iras an abiblii|e 8^« 
tance to 1ii& antediloviaQS ^ a lift aft§r thsg, 
which could not &il of making idie deepeft 
imprefl^om up^n them ; and its laking ]4ace 
at this early period would be of infinity &r« 
Tioe in teaching them, that the virtuous and 
good> hying and dying, wem ^ peedisir 
cam of heaven» 



Very htde is pr^rved te us conqtming 
the genei»tionii of jnanltind before the flood- 
iBut we tmy p)n^\ifQ« fmm thi^ ciicuraflxM»?fis 
of trkil. and di^culty in wbi^ huinasi cre»- 

V % tures 
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tures are all placed^ attd tkeir general beha^ 
>Hoiif miser them, that there woiiM alwajs 
be a mixture of charafters, good and bad, 
iaore or iefe at different times. For a while, 
the good would prevail, till by degrees thjBy 
fell away, and others lefe virtuous and regulaT 
focceeded, aiad at. length wickednefs and vio- 
lence, we leafn, rofe to fuch a height, that 
Hie almighty and merciful Being judged it 
exjp^dient to d^roy the whole race of men 
from off the earth, all, except one righteous 
'nual and his fiunily. 

This mod awful judicial a6l however of his 
fiioral goveniment was not executed without 
^ving them warningof his defign, and trying 
to reclaim and amend them. For we are 
informed in our facred* books, that for very 
many years Noah hia.d a divine commiffion to 
warn that evil generation of the juft judges 
niehte impending, pvdr tli^m, and to labour 
to bring them qff^ from their pernicious 
courfes. Some, we may not doubt, would 
4)e wrought upon fo as to have their evil dif- 
pofitions ,changed and turned to God and 
goodnefs, whether by the pious remonftrance^ 
of Nook alone, or of others joined with him ; 

. ^ although 
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although it Was not poffibile^^fe ftem the tor-^ 
rent of wickednefs, , which iby the decrees of 
heaven brought on th# del|ru6lioix pf ihat 
incorrigible race.. Yet we cannpt refrsoQ 
from remarking, how in - the midft of judge-f 
ment the Almighty remembered mercy, m 
fweeping them awey at once by a death tii© . 
m'oft eafy of all athers. 

Thus did they fufFer for their extre^e^ 
wickednefs, and violation of the divine coxEb* 
mands ; and. became the mean's of exalting 
the virtue: of thdfe, who affeftionately and 
earneftly.^ove, though in vain, to bring 
them to virtue and an obedieface to the diving 
will, ..^^ , 






' It haa not . pleafed the Divine Wifdom to 
gratify us with many things that we might 
hare wiftied to know concerning JVito^, the 
fecond fether of our race : He that had feen 
the whole fpecies cut off for their fina, and 
his family alone fp^red, Hp# powerful: wd 
affefting fo' long as ,he Uved inuft have been 
bis teftimony of the one true Ood and JMal^;: 

f3 " of 
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erf all things ; ^ hk gocd^Eeft in brinj^tig;' 
«CelKMLl«ii iiito life td flaiake thiem happy by an 
dl^ieftcfe t6 hk kws ; his juft abliorrence of 
i41 ^ aiid "^u^kfednefs. This knowlege he 
ylUCifM he cat^^l to lA^ultate on i^ thildi^n 
ahd his children's chiM*eh in a longfuceef- 
fiem. Afld that tixere Was ftt6h important 
knowlege derived from this fmirc^ and circu*' 
lated through all nations, is manifeft firom the 
t&bdMax^ of t&e "Sskte of the Workl which are 

y 

ppneiwifli w iifs» 

Aftiaa* llite ftood^ t^ i«p«^^^ of lite eartb 

ginalit^ froih Nwli ^li4 bis feai, v^idi «|ur« 
Tied with them in their difperfions, thefe gtcfit 
truths. 

It is a noble atteftation to the truth of the 
M«^ bi^orf iAiidti a pven by Sir Ifnac 
'KclM^,. iik bis *' CIuoaQio^ of a^^mit 
KingdiMM MiuMMted " b^r dewing its ^/gnt- 

«o«dilk(M| i»f ^ iiihabitl«it8> «s «xbibil!«d' iA 
^ ii^pert^ IfiNeiikihts <<ftf them banded down 
l!« #;- fie ^di^UeiB <ofalfer^a, f. 1^, *^ thalfc 

^ i4 »^ ^ ^ Wtfe <i^ Co&ti!li»«d to ^4s 

time 



ikne of Abraham and MekMatikh^ and tha^ft 
it was not tiU tbeir dajs, that men Ml aMfl^ 
to the irorQiip of feife gods, which wi^re |tfo^ 
baibljr the haavunly boft, the fon, moon and 
-Aars ; and that it iras to avoid this^ whnh 
llien began ia Chaldea, and fpread ftodi 
thrice, bift had ttot yel^reaicl^ die Iftiid ef 
Canaan, that Abraham left Ur of ^ Chitt^ 
deansy to go by Haimii into the miA' <rif 
Canaan^ being called out hf diyin0 fiiS&viM' 
dence fmxi:i ame^ his kiDdrad^ ^9i^M n^lwi 
b^nmng to he infixed with it; «iid tUI ' 
great andioF oondbd^^ ^ ftrft Qiifl|>ti(r of 
fak diligent aad emBi fisMisli iirte^ ^ ^cmf^ 
tuieai Mid aotiqiiitjr, witii diis ^nejsd ded«ie» 
tion, p, 190. " So then, f/«r believing that 
ibe worid wm frmtitd bff <me fi^eme G:od% 
omd k gimerwtd bg him ; mid iht t»cmig m4 
jtffwjh^qdng bm^ amd hmiAMrmg 4m* paniii^ ' 
niidloxmg (mr ntigkbomrs m mffthmi mi 
hrnig^'Wmt^id eten to hmfe be^^ x4 ^ 
nideft e^ afl ttligioitf. . He had ju^ t«||iW| 
^sailed ikky ike primithe rdigim ^JwidM 
ithfi^m ; wkkhy addl Ite, iughf io he fkt 
Jimndiug n^i^m %f iMimtmu^ ii beikg fur 
the kmoHt cf (w§d^md fk& goe4 ^ikm^dnd^ 

]^4 Hwdljr 
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, Heundly thrQughput all apllquiiy ihall we 
^1^ amPFe dignified and accomplilhed perfon 
than 4^(^ham ; Q^ gr^at wifdpm and inte«> 
grity ] of a generou^s independeitt fpirit^ and 
true fortitude ; facped over all the £ail for 
ik yiFtues^ and diftiqguifhed as a wofrChipper 
i^'tbe one true God^ iii which be carefoUy 
4nftrtt%d his &im\y and dependents ; and i« 
thofe days his known and avowed pripciples 
and emnple muft have be^ of fervice in 
flifcounten^cing and reilraining men from 
l^e wpffhip of &lfe gods, virhich was theq 
iiegiiining to be fet up ; and the more^ as his 
^veiling ii)to different countries would cauf<^ 
hixn to he vf^Kt^ inquired. s^r and knowii, 

Mudi to be noted is the account given by 
$im ^red hiftarimi of Abraham's interceffio^ 
with tt^e Pivme Beiog in behaJf qf ^^^pH 
pJialHtants of Sodcni a^d Goi^iprrha. This 
mpft pirobaUy piitfed in vifion, whilil he was 
IpQQnIig; {the. Uke to which is recofded, in 
lat^r tiine^t qf tbe devQut rpman centurioni 
fuid p£ thfi f^ppfile P^^cr, A^ ^') fox juft 
^jsfore ^t l]^ppeii6d« Gen. xvm, StS. it is tuld^ 
4Pir^km ft«l94 l>e%e Gpd? i, e, iww pwying 
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t^ hiin, as the phwfe is undelilood by the beft 
interpreters. 

How edifying this firft reprefentation that 
is hamded down to us^ in the anoals* of the 
world, of n creature admitted to converfe 
by prayer with his creator I md what a pat- 
tern qf devotion to us eyen in thefe enlight- 
ened times I Ahrijiham requefts nothing 
for himfelf; but with profound humility, 
moved by a benevolent conqerp for the rsio^ 
' horrible crinHes of his fellow creatures, he, 
by vftFious arguments in their behalf, pleads 
for their being faved from impending de^ 
ftrud^ion, that they might have fpace to ren 
pent* Whilft on the other hand, with infi^ 
nite €ondef<?ei)iion and kindnefs, the Almighty 
liftens and replies to his pleas, convincing 
him, that had not their difpoiitions been 
turned to evil beyond a poffibility of being 
(^hang^d by any ordinary means, his prayer 
would have been granted and they would 
Jiav^ been fpared, 

With regard to the particular fin of the 
inhabitants of thofe cities, for which the 

divine 
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divine judgments were ready to fell on them^ 
and which this pious good man prayed might 
be averted ; it is a crime which befpeaks the 
higheft depravity, if not a total moral infen- 
fibility and abenatiQii of mind from God 
^nd goodnefs. And it is probable that focfa 
an early declaration from heaven againft it, 
in the dcftru6lion of Sodom and Gomorrha 
by fire, the traces of which remain unto tliis 
day, difplayed in fa tremendous, a manner 
l^efbre Abraham and his femily ; with the 
fevefe ftigma and condemnaticm paifed apolt 
all fuch crimes mhetymtds, in tite law of 
Mofes: thefe eircuraftances, all together, 
fixed and left fuch a deep indelible imfNPeffioii 
and horror upon the minds of bis cboifen 
tace, as have been the means of preierving 
them at all times^ from fuch unnatural de- 
bafing vice. For we never find thedr pfo- 
pheti, in the long catalogue: of their crknes, 
laying thb particularly to th^r charge. And 
in their drfperfibn into other countries^ iorth 
told by their prbphets, whilft the beatiMK 
among whom they fojourned were many of 
them, infamous for it, the greeks and romans 
in their moft poliftied and improved ftate by 

no 
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»o means excepted ; ami the followers of 
ia^fmmet hombly guilty, the nation of tbd 
j^i«^ ilte in general be^ unpolluted with it* 

Of £0^9 the nepbew of AbnAamj it is 
f«cofded^ 2 Peter ii. 6, 7^ 8* that he was 
fiUed * withi Aeep concern for the extresaii 
widceih^is of the infaalutants of Sodom and 
Gomorrha, a marie of a truly virtuous muid^ 
to he e^MC^m^ for God and his holy laws» 
and llie hap^puiefs of his feUow^MCPeatui:^ in 
^ir obedience to them. But concerning 
tlMfe 4ifl;in^ifl!if6d pedbns^ Noak^ Ahr^ham^ 
mA IM^ kiMi fottie other worthy chara^eia 
lettnong tiie anceftors of t^ Ifraelites in thoie 
€ariy ages, there are unqueftionably fonie 
^angs recoitled which are by no me^ns to 
their «t^t| c^ to be imitated by as : a ciiv*> 
titiffidftance which does honour to the &cred 
hiftoriftn, fliewing hiin to be at^uated by a 
ir€^d to tTBth 01^ in what he related, and 
refolved to tell things as they i^Uy happened, 
however it might make againfl: fome of the 
fiiei: &vourke c|iara^rs of his nation. 



/' 



Of 
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Of Mofes the divine lawgiver of the Ifrael* 
ites, and his early preference of virtue and 
obedience to God to the higheft worldly 
dignities and enjoyment, we have an impor- ' 
tant teftiiaony» Heb, xi, ^4, 25, 26,ic©n^ 
finned by every thing we know concerning 
him. From the time that he had a divine 
call to deliver his countrymen out of bondage 
in Egypt, and to fettle them in the land of 
Canaan, he led ^ life of inceflant toil, and 
anxiety, and con tradition, in having to 
ftruggle with their low Bale minds, ajid ob* 
ftinate untra6tablQ tempers, which their long 
flavery had generated »^nd rivetted in th6m; 
by which his patience and magiianinuty wer^ 
called forth and exercifed; devoting hifnfelf 
and all his powers to bring them off from 
this flavery. of vice and evil pafliohs, the 
worft of all others : for which he had no re^ 
ward to look for in this world, but the fatis** 
fadidn of doing thenj good and approving 
bimfelf to God. 

 t 

r 

His wifdom and virtues we find were 
known, and revered far and near among the 
gentiles; and the excellent laws which he 
l^d down for his people, taught and excited 

many 



t 



\ 
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many in different countries to honour the 
true God, and to be ferviceable to their 
fellow creatures in bringing them from a 
rude and favage and immoral life to a fubjec- 
tion to laws for the public good. 

. No one can rife up from perufing .the 
hiftorjr of his life and times, as given us by 
himfelf ; the admirable laws and inftitutions 
he prefcribed, to teach the IfraeUtes the 
knowlege and worftiip of Jehovan, the one 
true. God, and of him alone; the laws for 
their living together in fociety, and promoting 
their mutual happinefs, with the nnghtj 
works he was enabled to do in Egypt for the 
eflabliAiment of his divine miflion, and for 
the ^mancipd^tion of his countrymen, and to 
preferve ti^em afterwards in their duty and 
obedience; without feeing throughout the 
extraordinary hand and leading of God. 

And it is againft all credibility, that one, 
governed by fuch excellent principles ; exhi-f 
biting in all his aftions fuch an examplQ of 
true piety and goodnefs ; fuggefting continu- 
ally to his countrymen the great things Gpd 
had done for them, appealing to them fre- 
quently 



s 

V 



quently »t the timet' wd upon the veij ipel^ 
«nd eidiortii^p them to gmtitodb tmd obed^ 
Mice on thi^t ^ccoiint ; ihould be und«r a de^ 
l^fion himfelf, or ihould in all thb be iidiag 
E part and deceiving them. The mind Tfh* 
volts at the fuppofition : An uiiperverted un* 
derftanding can need no other proof that 
Mofes had a commiliion and authority from 
God to teach and to ^dt as he did* 

And in the fame way of argumeAt, it was 
not in the nature of things^ if human beings 
irere the fame then as now, thftt the Ifmehtes 
ihould b^ perfuaded of their being deUvered 
out of Egypt by a mirftculoun interpofitioii 
firom heaven in their favour^ and of their 
being fupported aftefn^rds by the divine 
power in the wiMemefs ; fliould continue to 
be affifted in the fame extraordinary way in 
overcoming their enemies, by walk of defence 
(Jo(htta vi. 20, 21.) falling down before 
them; by rivers dividmg (Joihua iii. 5, to 
the end) to make way for their paffing them ; 
ihat thefe and the like miraciiloujB events in 
their favour (hould be.the theme of their 
facred fongs and public hymn^ of thankf* 
giving to God their aljnighty deliverer at 

the 
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th^ time aod ever alWr to thid houf, and yet* 
iierer to have really taken place^ but to hava 
been a/mafs of prieiUy and political con* 
trivance; in which the whole nation com- 
Joined or were impoied on^ till in theie lator 
-ages the impoiition was diicovered. 

Affuredly thofe perfons are true obje6b of 
^y^ who through fome unfortunate Inas on 
their minds, are led to reje6fc an hiftory of 
&i^i fo well authenticated as thoie which 
have Mofe$ for their author ;. which, befides 
thff moft cogent internal proof now produced, 
18 fupported by all the external evide&ce 
whidi can realcnabiy be required ; for wkich 
GpotiuSy and others may be confulted by all 
who are competent to miake the refearch. 

i 

One is the mere concerned for this Incre- 
dulity, becaufe the rejeftion of thte im- 
portant truths conveyed in thefe books, moil 
commonly fprings from a fixed determination 
not to admit any accounts, however well at- 
tefted, of di^dne extraordinary communica-^ 
tions and revelatiofm to manlcind ; hy which 
they deprive thetofijlves of the unfpeakdble 

iatis- 
8 
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fatisfaflion thereby aSbrded, that the vor£l 
aad all things in it, efpeoiaUy the moral 
^orld, hare been from the firft and are under 
the fpecial government and direction of it» 
creator ; who appoints the different and fuc** 
oefiive advantages of light and knowlege, and, 
means of virtuous improvement; 

Indeed where any one, for inAancef is per- 
fuaded, that Mofes in his hiflory afcribes ta 
tlie Almighty what is inconfiftent with his 
attributed of juftice and goodne^ ; or intro-< 
duces him as injoining or giving encourage 
ment to any thing vicious or ivimoral, or that 
is iji^urioijts to their feUow-creatur^ ; fo loqg 
as he remains under this periuafion, and cto« 
not be brought to fee his error by the argu- 
ments laid before him, you can only be forry 
£>r him^ anji wifh him a^ mind more teacl:|able 
and better informed* , 



With regard to the extermination of the 
Canaanitiih nations^ the great ilumbling'-bloGk 
of the day, and objpftiqn to the reception of 
Mofes as a (divine propl^aqd law-giver; and 
the {>articular command given by him not to 
^are infant children where a general de- 

ilru6tion 



ftni&km W9» to take place ; it feeim not to 
be needed to ikreen and juftify it by a refe<> 
ireiK^e to the fame thing taking place in the 
divine natural goTernment, \vhere whole di& 
tridSy infants and grown perfons are prO'* 
inifcuoidfy deftrojed by earthquakes and the 
like ; as this is a defence, which fome are diA 
fatisfied withy not holding the ea&s to be 
paraUeL It was a fufficient juftification for 
tb€^ thing, that there was the divine cooih 
mand for it ; fufficient for all, who believe in 
a Ood of all perfe3ion and goodnefs, the 
moral governor of his creatures, and we can 
have no di^mte with any others : for he can 
comniiand nolliiiig bat what is beneficial and 
good to all, even to thofe who at prefent fij^r 
by it. It is only neceflltry to be fatisfled diat 
It is his commaikd, and we are to obey. 

Kow we have feien above, that there can 
be no ground to queilion the veracity of 
MqfeSi in what he fo frequently declares, that 
it was the command of God to the Ifraelites 
by him, to exterminate thofe nations and 
take pofle0ion of their land, for that moft 
important reafon fo often afligned, kji they 
make thee Jin aguinji me. 

Q The 
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The Ifraelites alfo, befides tlie conuns»)d 
of God given them by Mofes^ were further 
aifiired, from the divine extraorditiary afiift-' 
ance vouchfafed to them in overcoming the 
Canaanites, that they a^ed by a divine com- 
mand in invading and taking poifeffion of 
the couotry ; in which, without exprefs en- 
couragement from the Almighty, they would 
have been no better than robbers and mur- 
derers. 

The Canaanites themifelves alfo bad notice 
and warning given them of what was coming 
upon them, and for what canfe; which is 
pbdn from what Rahab the hoftefs related 
to the fpies whom ibe had concealed, Jofhua 
ii, 9, 10, 11, 12, 13. and what the Gibeonites 
afterwards declare to Jo/Iiua^ ix. S, &c. fo 
that the body of the people were perfuaded 
that the Jfraelites came againft t^m by a 
commiffion from the fupreme God and pof- 
fefibr of heaven and earth ; who in a6ling by 
his authority,: violated no law of nature, nor 
did any injury to the Ca&aanites in difpoftcs^ 
ing them. 

The 
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The fe verity however of thefe awful judg- 
ments upon thefe nations, for their extreme 
wickednefs, of which the Ifraehtes were made 
the inftrutiients, was not in that degree, or 
to that extent which has been fuppofed. This 
has been maintained with great ftrength of 
argument, by learned and impartial judges ; 
Maimonides and others of the firft account 
among the jews ; and by very many chriilians 
of our own and other countries, in particular 
hy GrotiuSy who, on Deut, xx. 10, maintains 
that the law Expd. xxiii. 31, 32, 33, and 
Deut. vii. 1, 2, was to be extended only to 
fuch of thefe people as did not furrender 
themfelves on being fummoned ; as is evident 
from Joihua xi. 19) 20! Their being com- 
manded to lave alive nothing that breatheth, 
Deut. XX. l6, is to be underftood only in cafe 
they did not furrender when fummoned, 
but rejefled the conditions of peace offered 
to them. 



But perhaps with regard to that extreme 
inhumanity and barbarity which is imputed 
to the Ifraelites, and fuppofed to be injoined 
by Almighty God to be exercifed upon the 
Canaanites to their utter extermination, the 
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beft refutetion, is the fad itfelf, that thej 
MFcre by no means all deftroyed or extermi* 
iiated : btit were left and continued to dwell 
among the Ifraelites under their judges and 
their kings» even David himielf ; who cer^ 
tainly would not have peimitted what was 
dii^6lly forbidden by God, 

m 

It is ever to be remembered, that it was 
not merely for their idolatry, thoagh that 
plone be often named ; but as it was con^ 
neded with moft abominable impure as well 
as inhuman rites, which made a part of it^ 
and with which it was always accompanied^ 
that thefe nations of Canaan were to be ex-^ 
terminated. For it is not for his own fake 
that the Almighty requires or declares him-; 
M£ to have pleafure in our religious worfhip 
and homage of himfelf alone and of no other 
befides him ; but becaufe it is necellary for 
our own perfection and happinefs, and to 
keep us from falling into the grofleft igno* 
ranee, bigotry and fuperftition, and moft 
cruel malignant difpofitbns to our feUow* 
creatures *. 

* iaCf 4if many parts of i^. that laft aiixl moft idvalo^ 

able work, his Compari/on of the Itiftituiions of itofes 

jp«^ tkojt df the Hindoory of my moft bdoved friend, 

-"■"'^ Dr. 
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The es:pedience and need of this great 
feyeiity againft the idolatry of the Canaanitesi 
to check and prevent its fpreading, appeared 
from the proneneis of the IfraeHtes, and their 
coifttinual relapfing into it under their judges 
iumI their kings, till their ci^tivtty in Babylon^ 
And the honeft, unflattering account which 
their hiftorians dvroiighout give of their cri* 
minality in this refpe^t, is a proof of the 
genuinene& of their narratives, which muft 
be agreeable to all lovers of truth, though 
likej will lament die horrid degeneracy which 
they defcribe* But in the midft of it, in the 
wrorft times^ there were many thoufands who 
did not bow the knee to Baal; and even 
. fome of ^eir princes had the virtue and the 
courage to attempt a reformation ; mnd hot a 
iew among their* prophete fell a iaerifice to 
^eir boldnefs and efforts to brii^ their 
l^untrymen off from their |dK)minable vice 
Mid wor&ip of their fyl(e Gods, Heb. xi, 

, # * ^ , 

Dr.Prieftley, Al&ough now far feparated during this tran«> 
fitory life, on die verge of which* we boA ftand, there Is 
humble hope of meeting again when the ileep of dea^i 
is over, His numerous works w|li cnntimie tp enlighten 
the worlds till the only true God be more univerfafty 
known J and the pure gofpel of Jetus^ his meflenger, have 
fts^tunil influence. 

G 3 Puling 
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During the many ages, whilft the Ifraelites 
were a6ling, feme worthily, others much the 
contrary, tinder their greater Ught and ad- 
vantages; among the reft of the nsLtions, 
thofe efpecially who dwelt neareft and had 
intercourfe with them, enjoyed the means of 
becoming acquainted with the * knowlege of 
the one true God ; and muft have benefited 
much by it, and alfo by obferving the punifh- 
ments which this people . of G od drew on 
themfelves, by falling off to the impure rites 
and worfhip of felfe gods: and under their 
difpenfation, and with their lefler light, many 
wife, and excellent chara6i:ers were formed, 
who laboured to do good and improve others. 

Among thefe heathens there might be, 
and certainly there were, many diftinguifhed 
patterns of excellence, who were bleffings to 
maiddnd, although they met with no hiflo- 
rian to hand down their merits and example 
to thofe that came after them^ But we have 
undoubted records pf one perfon, whoihewed 
by bis moml and intelledual acquirements, 
how far the light of nature could go, and 
•what philofophy was able to e|Fe6l, And it 

may fejrve to h»mble, and to ihame us into 

abetter 
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u better conduft, to refleft how fer we fatt 
Ihort of his attainments,, and creep below him 
in moral excellence, many of us, in the midft 
of our blaze of light and advantages from 
divine revelation. 

This was Socrates, the fon of Sophronifcus^ 
an Athenian ilatuaiy, bred to his father^s 
profeil^on, in which he pra£):ifed for a while 
and excelled ; but very ibon applied himielf 
wholly to th^ ftudy of philofophy, principally 
that branch hitherto little cultivated, which 
related to the knowlege of nature and its 
author, and the duties men owed to him and 
to one another : He thus ftood forth at once 
-the mod extraordinary example the world 
had ever yet feen, of devoting himfelf. His 
time and talents to inftruft his fellow-citizens, 
and reform their Hves and manners ; with 
great fimphdty addreffing himfelf to all he 
met with to do them good ; feeking no benefit 
for*himfelf, nor ever taking money of the 
numerous fcholars who attended him, as did 
other philofophers ? contented to live in poor 
circumftances liie better to promote his vir- 
tuous purpofes, when, had he not refuied 
them, he might have enjoyed ^reat riches. 

G 4 Iq 
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In themid^ of all, be ^ifchargfd the diiliat 
of a good citizen ; in time of war with iingfilaf 
cotimge 9iid humaiuty iii de£^oe of hi3i 
country ; and ^t other times filling the diflfe-^ 
rent offices he was called to in ki9 tuim% ii| 
the commonwealth, with fidelity to his truiiir 
and t^e tm^ perfedi. d^qtefeftedneiif. 



Hm geiieFa} n^anner was^ with chieiarfulnefii^ 
and ple^aqtry to joii^ in conv^r&tiofi with 
^u^e thai; fell in his way, when by a{yt and 
e^fy qu^Uons, without oftentatipn or pre: 
tence^ tx> fuperior wiidom he fopght to dfo,^ 
ihei^ i^ltb, and lead them by d^rees to the 
Ifoint he aimed at; which was to $nd out 
their own ignorance^ and delbdl^^ ai^d to 

In thinii^rki for which W believed hifni^lf 
^o have a divine call, he was uniireiiried ; and 
going on in the fame virtupua; train, throci^H 
^e cqurfe ofv^ long life, in %he p^idft of obloquy 
and contradiction from many, but nooft higUy 
levered a^^ efteem^d by o&ers, he ym$ at hfft 
put to death moft unji]^y, or\ the accu^tioi^ 
of two of his &Uowrcit4ze|iS| whom he. had 

e3Bafa 



©xafperat^ by the feterity of his rcbdces^ 
Ttes howBver would not have, taken pfece^ 
had not emy of his fuperior viri»e, which 
they were afiwd of, wrought upoa his fellow^ 
eiti^ns and the people at large, to connive 
l^t fach vile and iniquitous proceedings* 



It is a veiy humiliating confideration, that 

in thefe moft poliA^d times of Greece, whea 

fcieoce and philofophy were at their higheft 

fummit. nodiing effeftual was done to dummfli 

pr put an end to the grofleft public idolatry, 

in the worflup of gods, who had been men 

md women of infemous charaaers ; but grave 

mi^iilrates and philofophers, even Socrates 

wmoug the reft, were feen promifcuoufly fre-^ 

quenting their temples, kad joining the com* 

rmfu hewi of their worfluppers. The in- 

diSipent however, under which he fullered, 

niay feem to imply the Contrary. It was in 

tb^ fotm* ^^ Satiates violates the law in not 

bi^bBving the gods which the date believes, 

but introduces other new gods. He violates 

hjsewife the law in corrupting the youth. 

The puniftiment death.'* And he certainly 

iHraftnot guiltlefs of this charge. For in his 

pubUc 
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public le6lures, and general intereourfe with 
his fellow-citizens, he frequently took occafion 
to Ihew the abfurdity of the popular belief, 
in pointing to the fcandalous hiftories of their 
gods and goddeffes, endeavouring to inftil 
jufter fentiments of the deity into their minds ; 
to which his profecutors, in their accufation 
of hita, plainly alluded : fq that he unquef- 
donably died a martyr to his zeal for virtue, 
and againft the worfliip of falfe gods. 

Here Volujtan interpofing, begged leave to 
fey, that he believed few venerated that in- 
comparable perfon more than bimfelf ; but 
he was apprehenfive that fo high sk teftimony 
of him as that juft now given, would not 
eafily pafs, unlefs fbme farther apology was 
made for him, for his appearing to diilemble 
his better knowlege, and giving countenance, 
by frequenting it, to the worfliip of their 
gods, whofe characters and examples he 
mull have detefled. It is a very fevere fen- 
tence, which a learned and worthy man* has 

* A Defence of a Difcourfe on the ImpoJfikiUiy of 
proving a futiire State hy the Light of Nature ; p* 100, 
101. By Jofeph Haliet, junior, London^ printed for 
Noon. 17S1. 

- ' paiTed 
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pnffed upon him in this refpeft, where he 
obferves, " It has been pleaded in behalf 
of SocrateSy and other philofophers, that 
though they have attended oh the idolatrous 
Worihip in the heathen temples, they ftill re- 
tained the knowlege and belief of the one 
true God, and perhaps worfhipped him in 
their clofets and in their thoughts. If this 
be fa6l;, proceeds the fame author, then it 
muft be fuppofed, that thefe are the very 
men whom the apoftle ,fpeaks of as holding 
the truth in tinrighteoufmfs^ i/e, imprifon- 
ing, fuppreffing and concealing in their own 
minds; in an unrighteous manner, that know- 
lege' of the true God, to which they had at- 
tained by the contemplation of his works. 
Again/ifuch, the apoftle faith, the wrath of 
God is revealed. Rom. i. 18.'' 

This was advanced in the heat of contro- 
verfy, which feldom allows us to judge with 
calmnefs and equity. It may be alleged how- 
ever, in defence of the condu€t of Socrates) 
that the ^vorfhip of the one God and of none 
other beiides him, might not appear of that 
confequence to him, which it moft juftly 
does to us chriftians, and to the jews, who 

havo 
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have tbe benefit of divine Revek^on. H# 
might alfo think it better for his cottntrymeii 
to bare fome i«ligian, however comH>t, than 
to be wholly without any ; and might hope, 
Hiat lB3 unceafing labours to combat their 
ertOTS and prejudices, and throw light into 
their mindsy efpecially thofe of the rifii^ 
gdieration, and to guard them againdS: fuper'-* 
ilition; would in thne lead to purer fenti. 
ments of God and religion ; and that the 
feed he had taken fiich pains to few, would 
oime up and bear fruit. 

But his principal defence mud b^ refted 
on th]£( ; that he did not ufe any cmnpliancei^ 
in the worftiip of the gods of the country ^ 
out of any mesui views to his owq intereft, or 
fafcty, or from any other unworthy motive ; 
but purely for the good of his fellow^citizens, 
the better to bring them to truth and virtue ; 
which appeared by his calm fortitude and 
noble manner of voluntarily giving up his life 
at h&f when he might eafily have retained it ; 
than which nothing equally edifying is to be 
. found in. all heathen antiquity. 



In 
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-In jthe interval that followed, during tt^ 
l^right days of Greece and Rome for the 
%ace of 400 years, trial was made what waa 
the utmoii effe&. of that light which had been 
lent to mankind, whether as derived by tra«- 
dition from our firft parents ; or when that 
grew faint and dim, what was fajrther ftruck 
out by th^r nsU;ural powers and the improve- 
ment» of fcieoce to meliorate the conditicm 
and reform the mannjers of the human race, 
. and lead th^mi to virti^ and the true knowlege 
of God. 

What progrds wa^ made in thefe refpe6iH 
is to be gathered from tJM hiiiorians and 
writers that have ccmie down to us, Cmtr& 
more efpeciaUy, who flouiiihed towards the 
clofe of dxis period, and was the beil man of 
thofe trying times in which he lived, and the 
fineft moral writer, as well as th^ m(^ eur 
lightened, before the world was illumined by 
the gofpel. 

By lum, and by all that had gone before 

him, who filled the firft fktiom in their diffe- 

rent comittc»ciwc^ths, and who wifhed weU to 

mankind, the chara^er of Socrc^e^ was heki 

1 in 
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in the higheft veneration and invariablv com- 
mended; but no one had ilie courage to 
follow his example. The ntmoft reformation 
aimed at was the introda6lion of Avifer plans 
of government, for the prefervation of good 
order and the peace of fociety. Nothing 
was done to put men upon attending to the 
inward principle of their actions, and amend- 
ing their difpofitions, in which all true virtue 
coniifts* Nothing could even b6-expe6ied 
to be attempted of a public nature to recover 
men to the knowlege of the true God and 
their obedience to him, whilft the public re-: 
ligion, every where, in all countries, confided 
ia the adoration of gods, who had been 
mortal men, guilty of great crimes and im- 
moralities, and whofe woribip was carried on 
by rites and ceremonies of the moil profligate 
nature, which decency forbids to name ; and 
to which the bulk of the people in all coun- 
tries were immoderately attached. 



The feafon now approached, when as Paw/ 
teQis the Athenians, the maker and governor 
q{ all things, who had at no time &iled to 

cheriih 
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cherifh and fupport all his rational offspring, 
of which he was the common parent ; having 
hitherto left the heathen world to themfelves 
and tq the guidance of their natural powers 
and faculties, which ought in all reafon to 
have led them to God and their duty to him, 
and to each other; did now in the councils 
of his fovereign wifdom, judge proper not to 
fuffer them to go on any longer in their owii 
ways, without warning them of their departure 
firom their allegiance to him, and from their 
true happinef^. , The times of this ignorance j 
fays the apoftle, ftanding in the midft of the 
court, where cognizance was taken of fuch 
matters, God zmnked at; but now com-- 
mandeth all men every where to repent : be- 
caufe he hath fixed a day^ in the which he will 
judge the world according to Jufiice^ by a man 
wJwm he hath appointed ; whereof he hath 
given qffurdnae wdo aU men^ in that he hath 
raifed him from the dead. Ads xvii. 30, 3 1 . 



« 

/ 



A new aera was now to commence among 
the ratioiml creatures of God, to all of whom, 
every where, this his folemn.decree and com- 
mand was to be. made known by the preach- 
ing of the gofpel. 

6 Men 
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Men were not aow to rcA in any IdSki 
attainments in virtue; but to aim at tha 
higheft excellency, a refembbiioe in goodnefii 
to the Divine Being himfelf, F<Nr this is 
Drhat the great teacher lays down^ and which 
-he exemplified in all his a6kions ; a fin^ied 
pattern of piety nnd goodnefs in a creatwe, 
beyond which our higheft ideas cannot go, 
Matth. V. 44, 45. Ifonf tmta youj love yowr 
enemies^ - do good to them that hate jfouy and 
pray for them which defpiteftUh/ ufe you^ and 
perfecute you ; that ye fHay^be the children of 
your father which is in heaven^ for he fnaketh 
hi»fun to rife on the evil and ^on the good^ 
dndfendeth rain on ihejufi^ and on the ttnju^. 
When ,he immediately adds ; For if ye love ' 
them Tshich hoe yout^ what reward have ye to 
expe8 1 Do not even the pubUcans thejitme f 
and if yefalute your brethren only, what do 
you more than others f Do not (ven the pi^ 
Ucansfo ? as though he bad (aid ; The moft: 
felfiih will take pains to do good, and to ferve 
alters, whiHi they find their prefent account 
and advantage in it But a different con- 
dad: was requised, a more fublime moraUty 
was prefcribed to his followers. Whatever 
fufiering or injurious ufage they might meet 

with 
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witli from others, they were not to be hin- 
dered thereby from doing them all the good 
in their power ; and they were to make it 
their buflnefs to promote the virtue, the pre^ 
fent and future happinefs of their fellow* 
creature, at the rifque of their own eafe and 
comfort, and even, when duty called them, 
of life itfelf. 

Efforts like thefe, according to their dif-^ 
ferent fituations, opportunities, and abilities^ 
are indifpenfably bound upon all chriftians^ 
without exception. This was the new doftrine 
promulged from heaven, holding forth the 
fupreme love of God the common creator 
and benefaftor, manifefting itfelf in the love 
of their fellow-creatures, and feeking their 

. good as their own, as the fum and fubftance 
of all human duty and of all true religion, 
and leading to the higheft perfe6iion and 

* happinefs. 

Moft confpicuous were the happy effefts of 
the gofpel at firft, in reforming the lives of 
thofe in every country who received it : And 
if mankind had been contented with it, as 
delivered by its firft great teacher, it is not 

H too 
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too hiueh tb fay, that' long before this day, 
tihe whole World would have been won over to 
embi'ace it; . But when it became perverted 
from itB genuine fimplicity ; and to profelyte 
men to the belief of certain opinions was held 
the chief point, and not to convert them 
from vice to Virtue and a good life, it foon 
began to lofe its falutary efficacy upon the 
minds of men ; and though multitudes con- 
tinued to be added to the number of its pro- 
feflbrs, they did not become better men in 
praftice. 

Ehdlefs difputes and quarrels about their 
feveral fuperftitious notions, and inventions 
in religion, grafted on the gofpel, foon filled 
them with rancour and implacable animofities 
iagainfl each other, which often proceeded to 
bloodftied ; and tliey loft what was moft 
valuable in religion, their • charity towards 
each otlier, whilft contending for Ihadows* 
And in the courfe of a few centuries^ and at 
the beginning of the feventh,, chriftians were 
become not only moil horridly depraved in 
moral pra6tice^ and funk into the mo^ ab^^^^ 
fuperftition ; but had multiplied to themfelves 
^fo many difterenl;. objeQ:s of worftiip, the 

2 mother 
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Ri^jth^ 6f Chrkl md other de»4 ]perfQnd» 
ieftUed Sfbiqts, male and female ; a tnuity of 
three perfoQS in Qod^ inftead of tib^ fi^g^ ' 
peHbn pf ti)^ God and father of t\fe vaaivi9ff§f 

the God and fether of our Lord J^sChnft 
mid of aU mankind; that to preferve l^ 
moft ijeoiportent do^rine from b^g ovfrr 
iwhelmed and bft in chriJHan idolatry, 4# 
a}fo to puniAi chriftians for their ijegle^^ an|i 
abufe of the fuperior light they eiyoyedf dip 
divine providence feems to hav£ perinittei 
the Arabian impoftor M^hamfnedi to fuceeed 
in his ambitious defigns^ and in fpreading ^ 
new religion over a great part of ti^ glf^* 
This new religion he profefled to build upon 
the foundation of the Divine Uriity^ ds 
taught by Mofes^ and by J^fus Chtift^ which 
w^. as he too juftly maintained, intirelj^- 
rupted and abandoned by the followers ^f 
the latter* And fome refpefilable hiftorians^ 
who are difpofed to. be candid towards this 
extraordiimry perfon> relate ; that he at firil 
fet out under ferious impreffions, and fincese 
concern of mind at the prevalence of idokixy 
among lua countrymen the Arabians, is ^f^ 
as die christians univedaHy. 

H2 That 
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That be Ibould afterwards take fuch d 
horrible way to put down idolatry, and to 
propagate the knowlege and worfhip of one 
God only, by the fword and utter deftruc- 
tion, where any refufed or hefitated to em- 
brace his new religion wheci propofed to 
them, was to proclaim immediately the falfe- 
:Jbood of his own pretenfions to be a prophet 
from God, to all who had any right difcern- 
ment what God is. For it is impoflible that 
a Being, in whom dwelleth the moft perfeft 
truth and goodnefs, can be pleafed with, or 
v.appTOve the compelling of his miilaken and 
misjudging ci'eatures to abandon their errors 
concerning himfelf by outward force and in- 
timidation ; for thel'e can only produce a 
feigned aflent, and not real conviftion which 
can alone be brought about by argument and 
perfuafion. 

Moft unhappy have been the efFe6ts of 
this violence againft their fellow creatures on 
account of differences in religion, this into- 
lerant and anathematizing fpirit againft chyif-. 
tians as idolaters, taught and enjoined by 
this falfe prophet to his followers. Thus 
planted and rooted in them, as a principal 

part 
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part of their religion, it has from the firft, 
infpired them every where, who are computed 
to make one third at leaft of the habitabla 
world, with the moft bitter hatred and en^ 
mity to all that bear the name of chrifiian^ 
confidering them as idolaters, and hated of 
God; ib as in general even to refufe thenpi 
the common offices of humanity on that aci« 
count, ami to afford them no better appella-^ 
tion than that of dogs^ and treat them witl^ 
all manner of indignity, where they have no 
further power to hurt them. Of which 
temper, at this very day, Mr. Mimgo Park 
kas lately giv:en us foine curious fa6fcs^ 

For many long ages after Mohammed, his 
fucceflbrs, by the furioufnefs; of their zeal to 
propjigate his religion and put down idolatry, 
were tfae inftrnments of piK)viden€e in inflift- 
ing the moft d^readful calamities upon chris- 
tians, which were obferved to fall on tbofe 
eountries, where the grofleft corruptions of 
religion had prevailed ; in Greece and in the 
Baftern parts of the roman empire ; and in 
the progrefs of their aims and (ucpjefs, they 
ifei^e^ and poffeffed themlelves of many of 
tjie ipuntries they conquered. So that in 

h5 the 
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tlie cdiibc^s of hMveii, and 9^)cording to the 
t3Bett;hQ^ of the divine government, by whioh 
ntitkjns n& well ^ individuals, are often ob- 
^rvdd to be d^prited of the light and advan^ 
ti^ ^hicb they flight and mifufe ; thefe 
(erte inVadeifs^ were permitted nearly to e^tin-* 
gttiih l^e light of the gofpel, in many places 
frfaete it hftd been fuccefsfully preached and 
l^toted by the apofUes of Chrift ; and ftrove 
tb eltabliflx by fi>rce the do6irine of their 
fs^e prophet in it$ room ; where among thofe 
ctf them ^.ho unhdippily embraced it, it re- 
im^ t6 this day, in all the darknefs, imbeci-^ 
Jity, narrownefs and cruelty, which fuch in-» 
tolerance in religion naturally engenders^ and 

invtdpiiitmttiteverterroiR^te, 

IPhofinus here paufing ^ little, Vojufian^ 
with fbrne emotion ftarted upji crying out j 
«hat fl:^aJl we fay^ Ph$tinus^ to the fyftem of 
ffeligio^, which you have been exhibitingt 
^retendn:^ to come from God, when it's firft 
Mtiele is a dire^ vioktioo of the laws of na-« 
Ittre and o€ God^ in (impelling by foTce tQ 
ncfattdwkige mA worfhip bim^ 
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AiSjredly thefe horrible efFefta flieMr the 
pretended prophet who teachc* fach ^ doQ* 
trine, not to be of God, but the angel of ih9 
bottondefs pity of the inferBal ragion»» »s 
Mohammed and his fuccefTors aire defqnb^y - 
Revelatian ix. 11. 

1 

Behold here the fatal conftquene^a pf 
forcing the eonfciences of meh. So i^r frou) 
being of fernce in bringing thj^ni to p*ety ^ 
and nrtue and a due reverence for aip4 oWr 
dience to that Almighty Being, the Qoe on^y 
God, for whofe honour Mohetr^med aB4 l*i> 
followers profefs to be particularly ;ie^ot)6 
and concerned, we n»ay appeal to ttie e^^pe^ 
rience and teftimony of twelve hundred y?^rs 
(for fo long this religion has been widely 
fpread and eilabliihed) whether it's ni^nerous 
converts, inftead of becoming wifef, an^ 
better, and happier thereby ia any degree, 
have not been made far worf^ in all th^fe r^ 
fpe6ls, and at fome times, and in fome plac§9> 
more abominably vicious and addicted to tha 
vileft pafiions, and lying heavier upon the 
peace an4 happinefs of their fallow creature*, 
and more hoftile apd cruel towards then)^ 
than if they had been* without any rc^igioji), . 
pr belief of God at all. 

H 4 Yet 
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Yet it becomes not chriftians to condemn 
Mohammedans for their intolerance and cru- 
elty, in forcing the confciences of other men, 
or to fling the firft ftohe at them on that ac- 
count. For the fpirit of domination over 
the minds and confciences of others ; of dic- 
tating to them what they were to believe to 
obtain the favour of God, and of puniihing 
them in various ways, by^ lofs of fame arid 
of worldly fubflance, by bodily tortures, im- 
prifonment, lofs of liberty and life at lafl:, if 
they did not comply and fqbmit to them, 
began early amongft chrifiians, as.foon as they 
were permitted to aiTume a temporal autho^ 
rity over their brethren ; and has continued 
to this hour. 

To what a degree it took place in the great 
churches of the Eafl and Weft, ^nd their 
iiiunjerou3 dependencies, needetb . not to be 
named r All ecqlefiaflical hiflory is full of it. 
At the Reformation, thofe pountries which 
feparated themfelves from the churcih of 
Rome, and relinquiftied foin^ of it's errors^ 
retained this the greateft of all, a tyranny 
over the confcienci3S of their fellow chrlflians. 
It is to be lamented, that the different con- 
gregations 
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gregations of Proteftants among ourfelves^ 
whether thofe endowed hy the State, or dif^ 
fenters from the eftabUftiment, have not, yet 
learned, that other chriftians are equally en- 
titled to the favour of God with themfeives, 
though they fliould apprehend differently of 
the Divine Being and of th^ perfon and 
charafter of Chrift, arid of many other points 
of his religion, whilft they endeavour to the 
beft of their power, to underftand and prac- 
tice what Chri/i taught. 

How defirable to find a cure for this dif- 
grace of the chriftian name, the narrownefs/ 
contempt, and hatred and jeaJouiies of chris- 
tians of different fentiments towards one ano- 
ther ! The allowance of no power, emolu- 
ment, credit, or advantage whatfoever, to 
perfons for being of one opinion in religion 
more than another, would do much towards 
healing tliefe felfifh bafe pafTions; when it 
would be of no worldly benefit to them, to 
be of one church, or of one religious opinion, 
imore than another, - 

But it would go farther to remove the 
jGQOt ojf the evil, if we could but prevail with 

and 
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and indace men to fee and confider, that 
there is no foundation in fcripture, or reafon, 
though it is ignorantly tak^n for granted, 
that chri/iians mily can he fated ; that they 
alone mil obtain tlie favour of God and 
eternal life. For this do6lrine, wherever 
embraced, leads ^hriftians to extravagant'and 
over-high opinions of themfelves, and un- 
charitable conclufions concerning others^ It 
tends to make them put an undue import- 
ance upon the mere belief of chriftianity ; 
to conceit that they are the favourites of 
heaven folely for embracing it ; and &at it 
is meritorious to bring men over to their re- 
ligious opinions, though they become not 
more virtuous by it. And what is worft of all ; 
this appropriating of ialvation to themfelves, 
to their own church or fed or party, makes 
them of courfe uncharitable towards all thofe 
who do not hold with them in opinion, or 
who oppofe their- fentiments ; and in the end 
leads them to perfecute others and to do 
th^n all manner of harm, as ejiemies and 
oppofers of God and his truth. This is what 
we fee every day exemplified. 

The 



The real date of the matter is thiis. It is 
m itieitimable privilege and h«ppiii*& to U 
bom within tbfe found of the gofpel ; whera 
we have the tneam and opportunitiei of mr 
fonning ourfelres of it s truth, and of enjoy- 
ing and profiting by thofe powerf);d fnotives 
and aiiiilanoes which it afibrds* 

But thofe who are not fo happy as to eiyojr 
thefe advantages ; who livfe where the gofpd 
is not known; or where it is fo perverted 
and corrupted^ that inilead of inviting mea^ 
it alienates their minds from it, their igmh' 
ranee, or averfion even to chriftianity undef^^ 
fuch cifcumftantses, will not be imputed to 
them; and they will only have to give ac* 
count of the right ufe of the light, and 
iBlents and advantages they ihall hav^ re«- 
ceived* And in this concluiion I am fi&r 
foaded yqn will all agree with me; tlmt in 
teaching Chrift s religion, we ihould never 
teach young perfons in particular, nor indeed 
teach any perfons, that chriftians only can be 
iaved ; much leis, chriiHans only of this or 
that particular church or fed; but that all 
perfons wiU be faved, who are made pious 
sod good by their reJigioti i and mm elfe. * 

You 
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You have gratified us ail, when Volu^n 
had ended, immediately replied Fhotinm; 
in giving fuch an exa^ though frightful pic- 
ture of that religion, ^hich the Almighty 
feems to have permitted for the trial and 
puniihment of corrupt chriftians; and in 
pointing out the unhappy refemblance which 
chriftianity bears to fome of its worft features. 
It remains now however to go 6n with our 
fubje61:, and to remark, that on the taking 
of Conftantinople in the year 1453, and 
putting an end to the empire of the £a(l, by 
this deftruftive power, of which we have 
been largely fpeaking, a new and better pro- 
fpeft of things opened on thefe weft^rn parts^ 
through the difperfion of many learned 
Greeks, and tibe revival of literature hy their 
means; and a fpirit of free enquiry with it, 
cfaeriihed and brought forward by the pro* 
vidential difcovery of the art of printing 
about that period. 

Noble efforts were made by many excel- 
lent perfons among^ chriilians, at the hazard, 
and fometimes with the lofs of life, to revive 
and reflore the knowlege and M^oribip of the 
one true God, and vindicate the lUnalienable 

right 
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right of all men to judge for themfelves of 
the things of God, of the duty they owed 
him, and the worfhip they were to pay him, 
Mathout any di6iatorial authority or inter- 
ference of the prieft or magiftrate. And by 
the continuance of thefe efforts and the im- 
mortal' writings of many for theie laft ^00 
years, in different countries, much has be^n 
don6: the rights of confcience and of pri- 
vate judgment have been clearly demon- 
ftrated and generally acknowleged ; but never, 
never fairly and really admitted and allowed 
by any of the great civil arid eccleliaftical 
poM ersf, who have been univerfally combined 
againft them. 

» 
The fubjeds of a mighty neighbouring 
State, did indeed fome few years iince, oh 
principles at firft approved by the liberal and 
good, fet up their juft claim to thofe natural 
rights of which for ages they had been de- 
prived ; and happy would it have been far 
them and for many, if they had adhered to 
and not flepped beyond their firft rightecRis 
demands. In their deviation from tham, and 
the dreadful fcenes which have eniiiedy they 
have brought an undeferved ftain and dif-* 

grace 
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I^Tiee on ' the caufe of Uberty, 9od o( th« 
jttft uighte of man> in ^hich they firft flood 
up and were engaged. And as is the wayi* 
ward difpoiltion of maakind^ and frequent 
COiuti^ of human ai&irs» they have heen the 
€m& of aktrimng many out of their calm 
eod equal judgment, and of throwing them 
isto die unhappy extreme of a dread of* all 
jnft reform, and have thus become the means, 
|br a time, of cxtinguiftiing light and truth. 

, Yet mod juftly as thefe iad excefles and 
many of their atrocious confequehoes are to 
be deplored^ we can fee great good refulting 
from the evil ; in the aboliftiiqg of no fmall 
portion of baneful fuperftition, through the 
'wlude vaft dominions of the French and their 
.liepeodencba ; efpecially in the prohibition 
of carrying about in/proceffiqn, in the ftreets 
sod on tibe highways, and requiring every 
^jpafirager to bow down to and adpre, the 
m»&T God) or breaden God, Deumpanarium^ 
MS Jbowft old Whitby fcrupled not in derifion 
1» call it, in James iids days; that moil 
|gR>6 4dK^fement of the Divine being, which, 
ynA tiAmr things of the fort aiui kin to it in 
liie ptptfii worihip, was the legitimate par^t 

of 
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of diat Atheifm, with which the french na^ 
tioBi hath been brsuided^ and which feme <^ 
its noble emigrants ^re faid to have imported 
into the Britifti dominions. 

But the mofl defirabie bieffing which djH 
vine providence hath brought out of thefe 
dreadful evils^ has been the putting an utter 
end to all temporal power whatfoever in reili- 
gious men> leaving them no authority what- 
ever over others to promote religion, but that 
which alone belongs to it, of argument and 
peifuafion. 

Fr<»n this ihort glance (for it can be called 
nothing better) of man, and of bis moisai 
ftate and condition from t)ie banning, whick 
this prefent iit^iag hath afibrded us, ibme 
idea hmy be coUefled of the progreis atti 
moral attainments, for which he was princi- 
pally made. And- though the little e&Gt of 
genuine virtuous principle^ and the defe&ive 
dcnowlege of God, have (hewn then^tlves, 
and flili too much appear, in the wars akooft 
continually waging between^ nation and na^ 
tion ; and in * the hatred and animofities on 
..accouot of difikreiice of religious fentiments; 

yet 



112 CONVERSATIONS ON THE 

yet it would be unfair and unjufl:, in the; moft 
fceptical, not to admit that knowlege and 
virtue have been upon the whole progreffive, 
and .that very many eminent examples of 
both, have been formed, and are forming, 
tt every age and country. 



r 

Thotinus here paufing a little to make 
ibme apology for his difcourfe running out to 
fo unavoidable a length, exprefled his appre- 
heniions that the account that had been given 
of the moral ftate of the world from the be- 
ginning might be thought to exhibit too 
humiliating a pi&ure of man placed at the 
head of the ci::eator s works here below, by 
thoie who looked for perfeflion all at once 
in every thing that comes from him. But 
as we are convinced, that a Being of aU 
goodnefs has in fa61; appointed otherwife; 
and as we certainly do not love our fellow- 
creatures, or defire their improvement and 
happinefs more earneltly than he that made 
them, and his wifdom can bell judge and 
dire6l how to attain that happinefs, we may 
probably, on a more particular examination, 

find 



I 



inid the methods he hasr aSrUaUy c^iofen foUjr 
faked to and Hkfely to mifwet th»^ cidi 
tbotigh we may not fo imteediately fee dh 

Fot it ii ever tio be i^tteil^^ to^ tibat b$ 
far as we know or can judges rati^on^i ctei» 
tares couM not become p^rmaileiitlj l^PR^ 
as their nmker intends them to bd4 without 
the exertion of their own volnhtaty poweri^ 
by learning virtue^ and obedience to hijj wiU, 
e^er their trued happinefs, in tbe tnidll o£ 
temptations and difficulties to thwart mud 
oppofe^ and even at times to miflekd thel^ 
This may account for our coming out of his 
hands at firft, weak and frail creatures^ wholly 
tinfbtmed j the good or evil: of our eltarae^ 
teiis not born with u6, but acquired ^k^ 
wardS) by a- proper n(e or th^ colr(*8lry, of 
fike' powef sy fkcultiei^) ea^acifie^y ik'M ntiUtiH 
oi iiAprovement beftowed upon \i4„ Aiid aA 
are brought into^ life in fituationii ttMd dlrcliiik^ 
ftadcesy in whieh^ in different &e^e^ tfti^ 
are taught what mtakes for their true ha^jMndfi. 

We ai* alft), all of us-^ \mdet the dtf ine 
Kftoral' goverrattent, wHelfhii* iit titttai t»' ft 

t the 
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the gratification of our appetites, difeafe and 
fuffering are in general the confequence ; and 
thefe tend to correft and reftrain us in future. 
The felfiih and ambitious lofe all that blift 
and calm enjoyment which arife from virtue 
and a fenfe cf the divine favour, and arefeen 
fonietimes to fall the vi6lims, even in this 
life, to thofe excruciating tortures, which 
fooner or later overtake all thofe who have 
accuftomed themfelves to make light of human 
mifery, and to flight and negle6t the various 
ways and means in their power of doing good 
to others. 

s 

And we are fo formed, that the more we 
lay ourfelves out to relieve the bodily wants 
and miferies of others, or to throw light int6- 
their dark minds, and bring them to God 
and goodnefs, the more defirous we are of 
being fo employed, and delighted with it ; 
fo as to think the day loft in which we have 
not had an opportunity of thus fenang ^nd 
being ufeful to our fellow-creatures. 

It has alfo been noted as a mark of the 

. care and attention of heaven for the virtuous 

improvement of n(wnldnd, that in all times, 

the 



the gieneral fentiment has been in favour of 
the higheft inftance;^ of virtue ahd goodriefs, 
and gnofs impiety and immorality j excite 
horror^ and have beeii fever ftigmatized with 
infemy: thefe fentiments beiiig utiiverfalj cat! 
only have ptoeeeded from thei difpofitions 
imbibed by all from the circumftaiices in 
which they are brought into the worlds and 
which are all of divine appointment. HeiiCe 
from the mod antient times pf which we have 
any recprd, it has been held a duty for men 
to facrifice their lives for the good of others ; 
to fave their country^ for inftatibe^ from im*- 
minent danger^ and particularly to dehver it 
from flaveryj which is worfe than death, as 
it takes away and extinguiihes all excitement 
to whatever is excellentw Such examples 
have ever been applauded ; and to have re- . 
garded life, when by hazarding it they could 
have been of fiich eminent fervice to others 



would have been held the utmoft.difgrace. 

It is to be deplored^ that the pradice of 
Mankind has not kept pace with their better 
principles ; and that they have not had the 
fortitude to refift the various temptations to 
evil> which by degrees have drawn many on 

I 2 to 
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to the commiiEQn of crimes, by which human 
Hfe ha3 fometkaes been rendered a fcene of 
miiery and coafofion. Yet in the midft of 
aU, it muft give infinite fatisfe^ion, that the 
balance has been always greatly on the fide 
of virtae and goodnefs. We are ihocked 
with indeed, and know not how to reconcile, 
the horrid fi:enes which prefent therafdves 
before our eyes, at particular jun6tiires, efpe- 
cially in times of war and civil commotions. 
]^u^ we can as little form a true judgment (rf 
the moml ftate of men from what pafies at 
fijch feafoDS, as \ve can decide of the heakk 
and^falubrioufnefs of a country in the time o£ 
a raging infeftious fevpr. In the ordinary 
courfe of things, in quiet times, the lefs fre^ 
quent inftaaces of cruelty, fraud and oppref- 
fion,. and other evils, (which will in fome dei- 
guee always be going oii, and cannot. entirely 
he prevented) wiU be colinterbalaneed by a 
general friendlinefs and probity, and mutual 
kind endearments and fervices. And in aU 
placea>^ itmufl; be cbnfelfed, the bulk of man- 
kind areandhave ever been employed in ufefiil 
kbours for their families,, and in doing good 
ofiices to otliers,^ their friends, neighbours 
aad acquaintaacey aiid m giving op procuadng 

 ■:.'.' relief 
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relief and affiflance where needed, and in 9 
thoufand beneficent anions. 

As this however is very much a matter of 
experience and obfervation, whether there be 
a preponderance of moral good in the prefent 
ftate, or not ; I (hall beg leave to produce a 
teftimony in favour of it, from an eminent 
perfon of great learning and knowlege of the 
world, who might be fuppofed to be biafled 
to the other fide of the argument by the pre- 
. judices of his profeffion, and fhall read it to 
you as I find it pubhftied by Dr. LaWy the 
late Biftiop of CarUfle, with approbatiott^. 
Thus then fpeaks Dr. Kingj Archbiftiop 6f 
Dublin, fome time after the beginning of the 
kft century, to an anonymous opponent, 
who had faid " that the prevalence of wicked*, 
nefs, or moral evil, was a thing fo ^certain^ 
that he was confident, no one could have th6 
leaft doubt of it, and he durft fay, that the 
Author himfelf believed it/' 

" The Author profeffes himfelf to be of a 

quite difierent opinion," replies the Arch- 

, biftiop, " He firmly believes, and thinks he 

very well comprehends, that there is much 

1 3 more 
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> inore moral good in the world than evil, He 
is fenfible there may ]>e more bacj men than 
good, becajife there are nojie hut do amifs 
fometimes, and one ill a6l is fufficient to de- 
nprniQate a man bad. Jfut yet there are ten 
good afts done by thpfe we call had pien for 
pne ill pne. Ev^n perfons of the very wprft 
chara6i;^r may h^^ve gotten it by ty^'o or three 
flagrant enormities, which yet b^ar no pro-, 
portion to the whole feries of their lives. 
The author muft profefs, that among fuch aa 
|ie is acquainted with, he believes that there 
are htjndreds that would dp hini good for pne 
that.^ould dp him hurt; ?tnd that he hag 
received a thoufapd good offi(:es for ope ill 
one. He could never believe the doftrine of 
HobbSj that all paen aij-p bears, wolves and 
tygers to one another ; that they are born 
enemies to all others, and all others to them : 
that they are naturally falfe arid perfidious ; 
or th^^t all the good they do^ is out of fear, . 
not virtue. 'Nay the very authors of that 
calunvny, if their own characters were called 
in queftion, would take all poffible pains to, 
remove th^ fufpicipn from thetn ; and declare 
*that they v(^xe fpeaking of the vulgar, of the 
][julk o( mankii|[d, and np^ of ^hemfelyes^. 

Nor 
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^or in reality do they behave in this manner 
toward their friends and acquaintance;' if 
they did, few would truft them. Obferve 
fome of thofe who exclaim againft all man**^ 
kind for treachery, diflionefty, deceit and 
cruelty; and you'll find them diUgently cul- 
tivating friendihip, and difcharging the feveral 
offices due to friends, their relations and their 
country, with labour, pain, lofs of goods, and 
hazard of Ufe itfelf ; even where there is no 
fear to drive them to it, nor inconvenience 
attending the negleft of it. This youll fay 
proceeds from cuftom and education. Be it 
fo : However the world then has not fo far 
degenerated from goodnefs, but the greater 
part of mankind exercife benevolence, nor is 
virtue fo far exiled as not to be fupported 
and approved, praifed and praftifed, by com- 
mon confent, and public fufFrage, and vice is 
ftill difjjraceful. Indeed we can fcarce meet 
with one, unlefs preffed by neceffity, or pro* 
voked by injuries, who is fo barbarous and 
hard hearted, as not to be moved with com- 
paffion, and delighted with benevolence to 
others ; who is not delighted to (hew good- will 
and kindnefs to his friends, neighboijirs, chil- 
dren, r^latioIJS ; and diligence" in the dif^ 

X 4 charge 
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charge of eiyil duties to all ; who does not 
profeis fome regard for virtue, and think 
himfelf afFroated when he is charged with 
' immorality. If any one take notice of his 
own or another's aQ:ions fpr a day together, 
he will perhaps find one or two blameable, 
the reft all innocent and inofFenfive. Nay, 
it is doubtful whether a Nero or Caligula^ a 
Comm^m or Caraealkfy (though monfters of 
mankind, ^nd prone to every a6t of wicked^ 
nefs and fury) have done more ill than inno- 
cent aftjons through their whole lives *^'' 

Thefe juft obfervations on the general cha-^ 
M^er and eondu^l of njen, ftiew, that faf 
feom bein^ altogether wicked and worthlefs, 
they are fuch as in their iirft ftate might be 
cxpe6led, from their frail and imperfeft fi^ame, 
and the good and evil influences to which 
they are fubje6i; liable to fall by yielding to 
the tisiaripua temptations ^to which they are 
eicpofed ; and on the other band, by nobly 

* Efl^y on die Qrigin of Evil, by WiUiam Kingt 
^chhiflbop of DubliDi tnmiJiited from thci latin with 
jaat^s by Ednmni, Bilhop of Carlifle (p. 388) The fifth 
edition revif^d, London, by JVuldcVt 1781, 

S \ wfifting 
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refifting them, capable of being carried for- 
wards to that whiclji is moft excellent. 

r 

And thus the wifdom and goodneis of the 
creator are vindicated ; that he has not made 
mankind in vain ; that he was pot difap* 
pointed in this the nobleft work of his creation 
here below ; and that in the dangerous trials 
and difficulties to which it was neceflary to ex- 
pofe his rational offspring,, as they could not 
in any other way become virtuous and happj 
as he intended them to be, while many fell 
away for the prefent, many alfo cleaved to 
truth and goodnefs, and became purified, and 
confirmed therein ; and the world has been 
from the firft and all along, a nurfery for vir« 
tuous, npble and uftful chara6lers» 

The company after fome general conver- 
fatioDp and appointing a day for the farther 
difcuffion of thefe fubjeSts, now feparated, ' 



CON- 
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CONVERSATION IV. 



WHEN the party was npxt aflembled, 
MarcelVmus defired to exprefs his fatisfa6iioii 
ia the progrefs made in the difquifltion before 
them, . It was moft pleafing, he faid, to fee 
it fo clearly made out, that mankind were far 
from being fb miferable or wicked a^ they 
were commonly prefumed to be, and that the 
<jontrary was rather the truth and the fa6l. 
But clouds and darknefs ftill hung over the 
profpeft, through which he (hould be glad 
to fee fome light appear. The road through 
life, which many of the human fpecies wfere 
deflined to tread, was fo difmal and dreary^ 
along fuch dreadful paflages of pain . and 
mifery, as to make one Ihudder at the thought 
of it; and the difpofitions and habits were ^q 
depraved, malignant, horridly felfifti, ciniel 
and vicious, which many were feei\ to carry 
out of the world with them, that fome better , 
iblution than had yet appeared was earneftly 
to be wiflied for, how fuch a conftitutioh of 

thinga 
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tilings could have its origin from, or be com- ' 
patible with, a benevolent principle, 

f 
\ 

If thefe evils and diforders were to be at- 
jfributed, as fome philofophers have main- 
tained, to the rugged untra6table nature of 
matter, or of whatever it bef, of which we are 
icompofed, and that it was through • this or 
fome other unavoidable impediment, and not 
from want of good^-will in our creator, but; 
of power to execute to the full hi's benevolent 
purpofes, that we wfere made fiibjeft to fucH 
harih conditions of exiftence, which was faid 
to have been, for fome time, the. opinioit of 
the Ute enlightened friend of his country and 
mankind, Mr. Tiay *, though he afterwards 
relinquiihed it, and embraced jufter fenti-r 
ments of the divine power ^xA goodnefs : 

• t 

Or, if, as revelation has been thought to 
inculcatejj it was owing to fome powerful evil 
Being, whpfe interference in ,the affairs of 
mankind was unavoidable, that we were ex-» 
pofed to fuch a variety of fufferings and 
temptations, and oft-times milled to ruin by 

- * Attdipr fA Sandford aad Mcrton, 
£ ^ yielding 
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yielding to them : in either of thefe cafes, we 
muft fubmit and make the bed of wliat we 
cannot a-void or amend. 

But all gloom would vanifh and day-light 
difclofe its beautiful rays, if it could be {hewn j 
vith fuch evidence as might fatisfy the rational 
mihd,^ that the great whole of things is in 
fuch fort from God ; that natural and moral 
evil, pain and fuffering, fiii and wickcdnefs,. 
are all of his appointment, and permitted for 
good; he could then chearfully acquiefce 
and reft contented, whatever can^e to pafe, 
fecure that we were in th© beft hands ; and 
that however fad and difaftrous at times, and 
In fome particular cafes, appearances were, 
all was for the beft, and would in the refulfc 
turn out favorable and happy. This was the 
great difficulty ; the Gordian knot, which he 
almpft defpaired of ever feeing untied i 

PhotinnSy here, who had been obferved to 
be more than ordinarily attentive and wrapt 
}|i thought^ whilft MarcellimiSi was fpeaking, 
fuddenly rofe up, and with greater earneft-* 
nefs and folemnity than he was accuftomed 
to ; " Be affurcdy my friends, feys he^ that 

we 



 / 
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we da not any of us deem fo highly of the 
boundlefs mercy and goodnefs of the fove* 
reign creator and parent of all things, aa li» 
works, and dealings with us and with all his 
creatures call for and demand, or we (hould 
entertain more exalted thoughts of hhn, and. 
iive und^r his government, with a more ui^ 
interrupted joy and confidence than we feem 
to do, fi> as not to admit any, the leaft dottbt 
or miftruft that his goodnefs will in the end 
bear down every oppofition. 

For what do we behold, every wi»re and 
in all things, but marks and tokens of wife 
contnvance and intentions of kindnefs for the 
<;reatures he has made ; and alfo at the lame 
time, plain indications, that if any comfort 
or fatisfa<5iion is denied or withdrawn frbni 
them, that might minifter to their prefent 
faappinefs^ ; or pain and mifery iufli6i:ed in th^ 
levereft degree, it has been for good, Thefe 
his kind intentions and beneficence to the 
whole fentient inferior creation, throughottt 
the planet we inhabit, we have latdiy feea 
exemplified by a large indu6iion of particular 
inftances, which might be extended without 
bounds, and which poilerity in their invefti-- 

gation3 
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gatiDHs will tatkepleafure in enlarging thrtfugln 
out all future ages, and literally never be 
able to exhaull. 

Aiid'with rfegard to his rational creatioftj, 
fermed in the inmge and likeriefs of^ their 
great creator and to be happy, may we.pre^ 
jkaae to fpeak it^ t^ith his own happinefs ; 
idways remeihberingj that fuch is the frame 
and confUtution beftowed upon us^ that our 
true happinefs cannot be a thing infufed into 
ttSif but muft arife from our own voluntary 
exertions and labduf, ih furmounting diffi- 
culties in our way^ and acquiring thofe tem^ 
pers and difpofitions, wherein it confifts^ and 
by which it is confirmed and muft be per- 
petuated ; namely, the difpofitions of^ a fu- 
preme love to Him who gave us our being 
and all our powers, and an invincible affec^ 
tkon to all our fellow-creatures and to all to 
whom our good offices can extend ; which 
efie6b»> the moral difcipline we are put under 
however painful and fevere, from our own 
pafiions and the world without us, is exaftly 
calculated to produce : 



Thefe 
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Thefe fafts being eftablillied ; and taking 
along with us, tjlat this happinefs, for which 
we were made, the higheft of which we or 
any created nature are capable, is a happi- 
nefs which alone is permanent and for ever 
increaling : 

It feems a folid foundation of reafoning, 
on which \ye may fafely rely ; that as the 
univerfe and all things in it are the work of 

' I 

a being of infinite wifdom and power, and 
of the moft perfect goodnefs, and calculated 
for the beft purpofes, the happinefs of the 
things he has made ; and as there was nothing 
to over-rule . him in his operations, or to in- 
duce or compel him to adopt any meafures 
for accompliihing his kind defigns, but f^ch 
as he judged the moft proper and fuitabk : 

Therefore, as he has placed us in a world, 
wherein, though happinefs greatly prepon- 
46rate39 there is fuch^, a mixtufe of pain and 
fuffering, of vice arid mifery, as fills us often 
with melancholy apprehenfions and difmay ; 
we may be folly perfuaded, that fuch a dif- 
cordant, revolting mixture would not have 
been admitted into his fair creation, but be^ 

caufe 
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canfe he faw it neceffary for its perfeftion, 
and the fulfilment of his benevolent pur** 
pofes ; or rather, becaufe thofe piirpofes could 
not be obtained without it : for moft afluredly, 
he would not have chofen evil on its own 
account, the mifery and defilement of his 
creatures, but for the good that he faw would 
lie derived from and procured by it. 



And w hat we thus argue from the cha^ 
rafter and perfeftions of the deity, manifefted 
iQ his works; tfaeat evil, natural and moral, 
pain and fufFering, vice and mifery, were only 
admitted by him, on account of the fuperior . 
good accruing from them, not other wife to 
b^ attained^; we alfo find to be true in fadk 
and by experience. 

For if there Had been no moral evil or 
wiek^dfiefs, nmnkind would have been defti- 
tdte of tho& difpofitioiis and afFe6)^ions, which 
arc their h^gh^ft perfeftion, and the Xource 
of their purefl happinefe. Where would have 
}>eeh patience and forgiveness of injuries ; 
n^kere the godlike dUpofitioiv of ,retof mng 

good 
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good for evil, if thei*e had befen no fratid^ Of 
cruelties^ ot dppreffion ex^rcifed ? ** H^td the 
good and vii*tUous of maiikind been wholly 
profperous in this world/' fays ati ex(jeUent 
perfon ; '^^ had goddnefs, nfevei* met with bp- 
J)ofitioili where had been the trials thef viftory^ 
itnd the crdwn of virtue ?" It is by a refift- 
ince to the dlluring enticements td unlawful 
gratification of the inferidr appetites aiid pal* 
fions^ attd refolutely turning away from fafci^ 
nating pleafure/ that hs|.bits df ttemperancei 
chaftity/and a virtuous felf^denid are ac- 
quired. If by ftifling that kind> mutual 
biFeftion) which is nature s diftate to aH> we 
had ndt become eag^!* to grafp €iveiy advcw- 
tage to ourfelves} feeking teily oui^ 'own in- 
dulgence by every means^ ambitious^ envious, 
Uiljuft, ti^mpBng updri the rights and jiappi- 
nefs of othet tnen^ impatient 6f rebuke an^ 
conti*adi6fcidn J revengeful, tihawed \fj wy 
fear of God, and. his jiift ^awards; there 
would have been no dangers to encounter 
with J no hardfliips ot iniferifes, nd perfecu- 
ti'ons in the caufe of truth and Virtue to en- 
dure; no conflifta betwe€i»- an fanffverving 
integrity and honefty on the one hand, and 
a coihpliance with the mesm views of intereftj 

K and 
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unci wc^ldly gye^tnief^ on the other ; ?t|id-we 

ihciild h^re w^n(^ tbo^te Df^Ue e>iaiaple^ of 

nnidiffembled. piety, of jneekiiefs, fortitude,, 

lljft^n^mrnity». djfintertitod zeai for ^Rd pwr- 

fiiit of the pubjic good, w>t of one Aation, 

bqt <>f ^^pmiij^nd, which have ftimHlate^ 

the good in .all ag6s to th^ like yirtupiis es:-^ 

ertions and attainn}ei;Lts. So that ajs it haii^^ 

been juftly faid of natural evily pain, dif^fe* 

«nd kfee^ like, 'in viadi^tion of t^o divine 

goodfie&, tii^it tbisre ia no tif^kfi evil : So 

muft M^e .f»y of mo»l evil, fin m^ inriokedr 

jif^; th^t irt the hand^ of God, atery ovU of . i 

every Idnd 15. mitde an wftjruflijent of grea^ter 

I^Qod^ and ^ligber feJ&oityjK than would Qther- 
wifo b»v« bee^ eiijoy^/ 



t ' . 



tbmg farthp? to produc*, yihenVid^^d^ fta^t- 
ing up in «a .kincj ^ exjt^icy, nfcterij^g th^ 
^pixrds ol t)i«r groi/l pfif^, 

Juft af e tb^ wayjs of Goct - . 

And jnftifiable to men .; ' 
Unlefi tfiere;be who think not God at all : . 
If any bd) theywaik oWcure**: 



r , .y  

-'■»»■ 



* Sp>pfoiv.Ago«Jft<». . '. . 

* You 

8 



It on will pardon me^ my fri^ndsi fkid h^ 
this abifupt interf«^€iice* aiid 1 hope Thsfinm 
will esLc^^fe me tibtn^ rudely breaking ii} ;a^^oa 
hinH to giv« vent to tbs happine^ I fttel this 
day in hearing from huti fo de^^tc^l^ A yin* 
dieation of providence^ in rt^ A of l|ie eala^ 
tnities and paitiftil fulferingfi^ the abounditsi^ 
vice and mifery of tkie lower world { ^t tl^i 
.whole has its origin in> and will in the end 
t)e found to be a peit of ^ dmn« gOd^&* 

This is the clue fo eame^ly wifiied an4 
ibught for by us iii tiie courfe of oiw argfi^ 
ment and iitquny ^ to guide us itlireiigh' iht 
mighty maze^ and quiet tiie fliind under^^ 
ferious perplexities that arife from the view 
of tibefe ftd appendages of kuMen ]ife. Iii 
all ageSi, in feeking'to account for fucb It 
ftate of things, con(ift«itly M4th the divine 
attributes^ learned and thoughtful men, among 
other devices, have mdfl eommdnly had r^'- 
courf^ to th# fuppofition, that it was in coii- 
feqiience of crimes committed in a former 
period of exiftence, that mankind were thruft 
into thefe dreary abodes of p^in and mifeiy;, 
to expiate their previous guik, and tiiat this 
amply juftified tiie divine Being in bringing 

K 2 us 
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US ipto fuch a world. But this was alwayij 
found ^o be a fuiry-land of. iinaginatioB 
jnerely^ without any fafts or reality to fup- 
pprt it; no paflenger. of all the fona.ipr 
jdgughters -of men, ever hftving retained in 
memory the f^iintcjft Jtrace of fuch a ftate ; 
and the fond fupppfition ferved only to amufe 
andToothe the ipv^otorsi and their followers. 

In deed and in truth, this, wiih which 
V^otinus hath • furniihed us, is the only key 
tljat effed^ually unlocks the intricate wards of 
.the divine governmenfi and iblves the diffi- 
culti,es of man's Jot and deftiny in this fiiift 
ftage of his exiftence. / 

;I hope, hfi will excufe .my repeating his 
argument in a few words, that he may fee I 
.have not miftaken him. 

" That a Being ^ of infinite wifdom and 
power, and the moft perfe^ goodnefs, de- 
iirpus of i^ie happinefs of his creatures, has 

made, appoipts ^nd regulates all things :" 

- - . i 

, " ^ That according tq certain laws, per- 

** c&vefl and acCnowleged by all who will be 

-* ' * 

at 



a^t th€[ pains to c(mfides his ^vorksy he goyerils 
thq. w6rl4 of nature ; feeds and preferves in 
life and happinefs the whoD^ fenfit^veM^or 
creation/ of birds and l])6ail$^ infects and 
${hes, &:c» ix^r th/^^,d^ned term of ejdit- 
e»ce, lohgey or fliQxter ; ^nd xenews; and cpn- 
tinues the fpecies.of .e^cb from age ta age :*' . 
• . . • • ' ' ... 

*f That he alfo takes care of iond* governs , 
his r9.tioiml ; creation, aci>of ding td their dif^ 
ferent natures, leading them to their chief 
gopd, t^ piety ^n^ virtue; all th^ir rpot|rers 

4 

and .all th§k- good^ ^ons ;^pceedi^ ftcmi 
him; lartd- ail thftfc^ bad ahd evil add irre* 

der his coritrdul, and permitted only t6 « 
certain degree and limit, fo as to {promote 
hife i^defigris » of univerfal virtue and ^ happi« 
nelg/' ^ . 






. For M^aAt of feeing the perfeft ben^oIeQ^<) 
of the Deity in the light in which this juft 
reprefentation places him, as coQne^ed with 
a rightepus moral government, begu^ here, 

^ K 3 and 
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Mtd feing on to ttJi c^)^«tioft in another 

Hits, {(MM gifm ^hftfaa^A hav« Aitjk intd 
jftOft tii|ha]^y «mdr btmeAtl errors; The lat^ 

lift^ ^ ^miTiii, I^d6t|t!k| the gt^af, as hd 
)l rifled, h€^ tehlilM ftfld fell, fo as neve« 

t6 i^d^fttrr AM lis I pferftrtde myfelf it wai 

noi laid ti* ^t df tht %|i,j of ou^ pi«fent im 
quiries, I would crave your permiflion to 
AW«n % ikmH on his Advy^ fh>m the ^fiatemls 

Witti Which h^ hiiKi^U' has fUrbiihAd us. 



r. 



MH oliMftt fth4 the p««6tt>4tijfig yeibaijtched «f 
ftft WdMii SiiMcIt t^ {>rllki« wits )«d rei^ 
MMf to fOiftia^/enttiaieQlls cofacdtnmg tho 
^eoiffitlf of htttiflui a^ons, Whi<ih in th^ end 
Iff i^pcan te ime carried inu^h &]^er than 
Ilia tctu^os would h&ve wppraved, Qo bU 
^rtk acqu^ntance and correfpondence idth 
M. d( Voltaire^ begun in 17S7» when only 
prince royal, we find hiin thus eatpreiBng 
himfelf at the clofe of his defence of thei^ 

ARtiUHoitit in toply fo the ohjeaions of th»t 
i^kmted writer f 



« « 



« IwiU 



*^ I will add ofiB Wtoatkf,'' %S l«^ " 1» 
what has gone bef<^e ; which i^ thftC J^tiMr 
freewill nor neceflky , exculgAte the Diitjr 
from being a j>art5' to the criiqes of hi$ ^^itell'^ 
tiires. For •whether he gives us a Hhktty to 
Ao evil, or direftl^ prompts u^ to it, it i$ dl 
«he feme ; *it is dill bis doinjg. Itt gofag 
back t6 the wigin of €vii, yotf muft ^Kartfoe 
it to God, tinlefs you /efpoufe <§ie feiHS^ 
of the Manicheans cotK^fning Wdi pihkA^fifSii 
one of them ttte aufefeor 6f evil ; "Whi^^ hb^^ 
ev^t* is toaded Mith the greal^^^ffi^t^.'' ' 



« « . 



He coirid however heveif.brittg' ^WelfM£9 
* lafliiig iatisfa6tory pc^uafioo, thiris ilie {^ 

'. '  * - •• . • , • '■ 7 . - 

« 

de faire; c'dS: qi|e 01 le {rancarbiury j|i h fate^iti^jlrfQlf 
lue, ne difculpent pas la Divinite de •& paitieiMtkn.au 
crimis : car que Dieu nous donne la liberie a^ tnal 
6u qu'il nouk |>oufre"iJiuhedi4tet!2bnt au crittie, eel 
ent a pea. prea «ti trieme; tl *'y a qH^ dii plus Dtf^dtf 
moini. R^montez a roi^in^ du3¥iI#'ypiM.ni'pwveii 
que Tattfibuer a Dieu, & wins ^ueyou$ j^e jroules ei^j 
brafler Topinion des Manicheens touchant i^ft deux prin- 
cipcs ; ce qui *ne laifle p^s d'etre herifle de diSicultes* 
Lc irVevrier, 1738. 

Corrcfpondancre de Ffdd^ric it. Koy de Pruffr. 
Tome Preilier, 17S^. p. J?^J, , 

K 4 feat 





lent conilitiUd^on of Ibipss v/dis fcir goed ; 
tfeowgh? ^e fpnaeturifis fpeaks moft feelingly of 
it, ai]^ <>f itii Ijeijeyolent WtHor. Nor cpuld 
hejr§lieyB gr rempye .tjie laiixiQifs thougljls pa 
the f^^je6l^ yrhich at; tipnie^ WQ^W unavqicj-r 
ably obtrude theiijfelves, by Jpokiag forward 
to a fatjUfe ft^te of bepig, )vbere all evils and 
irregularities would be bea|ed and corref^ed, 
For.Jt^ appears tq b^ye beeii 9,liena|:ed iij 
veiy efjfljf ypifth, tp^ a moft upreafpnabl^ de^ 
greei againft thfB jewifh^and cbriftian r^Vel^^ 

tionv:ybipb ^gH h^ye given him light 
here, and been fom<^ ballaft to his wavering 
9^nd; In conf^ijenpje of thefe iQoil uijlofr- 
tunate:p?ejudifi^,_lje_feeffls to bave been 
wittiout any^ or at lesift to have got rid of aU 
ieo^ents of the mora} govfrnment of God, 
if^iic& m«iy have contributed tq make him 
WL(0^^y in the thought, with which at laft 
he.,^q^came una^ters^bly iipprelTed, tha,t all 
iiKas over with n^an, when he ^Iqfecl bjs eyes, 
Qpoa thefe prefent fcenes ; concerning which 
be * and fiis friend I)*Alembert fpeak at 

• • .  « 

* Pu Roi, 9 Sjq)tf 1775, Savez vous bien que je fiiift 
vieux, (6S) et que fi jf n^ VQUsrevois dans ce mond?-ci^ 

J8 
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tipa^Sj p7th a gaiety and unconcern which, is 
ijoVflfttaraly 8«d indeed feems ^e6t:ed, 



-J 



« 

•;^he fameearly prejudice? hindered, hiw 

fro%^:pr0fiting by the wife leffons, and from 

^ henefipi^ intercourfe with the ihoft liberal 

p^nd eminently learned ifcft de B^atffQbrty 

whom neveytheleft he moft highly eftpemed 

to the laft> \yhence it happefi^d^ that; his cput 

verfation chiefly Jay with M, dp Voltaire afid 

the french philofophers, vfho were dwker^ 

and if poffible more fteeled and fet againft 

^1 juft and proper inquiry into (he fubje^ of 

l^eligipn t^ban himfelf, Sp that this emineiit 

perfon of courfe plunged deeper and deepey 

in fcepticifm and uncertainty, and was driven 

fit length to take reftige in the forlorn fyftem 

pf the world being eternal ; and that there^ 



je vous donnerai rendez-vous k puire perte dans la valjee 
deJofaphat. 

De M. D'Alembert, 15 Sept. 177!^, 

# 

Je lui envie bieji fmcerement je bpnheur qu'il a e^ 
d'approcher d6 V. M. et je defirer^i de jouir de ce bon- 
Jxeur au moiiis encore une fois, avant de rendre ipon corps 
'^ux clemens qui ne tarderont pas a. le redemander. 

Ditto, Tome cinquieme. 

x 

fore, 
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fei«e, as ther* witt no cTeation, it \i^s irr vain 
to feek tx> account for any thing : groundirig 
and repofing himfelf on that apborifm of 
fev^ral of the antient pbilofophers, ti nikih 
nihU ^ nothing <^an come from nothing* 
whic^ rtrnft be ackriowlegcd to b* trtie^ when 
^^tt)k6)i' oi beingd of limited pdwerij,' bul i^ 
hot applicable to God, A*hofe |>otrejr i^ iti* 
Unite. For although to produce things out 
ttf nothing argues a po^ver ^vhoJly incon- 
- «^vable by ns, there is no contr^diftion in it; 

' I>'Jilemb€f'fs* letter to the king frcim 
f^aris, Nov* SO, 1770, on this very fubjeft^ 

' . - ' ^ ■'•... 

J * Enfin^ tn -admettant cette intelligence, qui a pre- 
fide a la fon?iation de t'univers, et qui prefide a fan en. 
tretien, on fera oblige de convertir au molns qu'elle n'eft 
ni infiniment fage, ni infiniment, puiffante, puifqu* il 
f'en. faiit bitfn, pour le maUieur de la.pauvre humamte^ 
que ce trifle monde foit le" meilleur de mondes poffible^. 
Nous fonuiret done redi^its, aVec la pteilleure volonte du 
monde, a ne reconnaitre et a n'admettre tout au plus danft 
Tuiiivers qu'un Dieu materiel, borne, ct dependant; je 
ne fais pas fi c'eft la fon co^npte, mals ce n eft furement 
pas celui de partifans zeles de Texifience de Dieu ; ils 
nous ainjeraient autarit athees qiie fpinofiftes, conune nou& 
le fommes* Pour les adoueir, fefons-nous fceptiques, et 

' repetons. , 
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U #uU <>f m^h ill pli«^ wit and kid^f^eiit 
inUIei^yt t<^ fpeak ia the fiyfted tenoi^ agnitiil 
IJbofe who believed ift the eiafience of a 
j^i^e^tor end moni governor of di6 Worldi 
aiid ^vfi how itiifemhle be and his ro}^ 

friend and patfon were made by the princi* 
j^es i^ej had embraced; and Ukei^ife what 
Wretched re^foners and pitiable beings men 
of the brighteft and moil cultivated t^lenta 
atai y^ilities d^oerato intot when they j(edt 
to eiLi^nifti the light th&t it in thettit and 
turn ?way firoto Ood, 

It would fajfcve been itmft hi^y ht iiam 
Why if they had been ^oflfeftd of.and iu^ 
fluenced by the like amiaHte views of A& 
conftitutioa of .satufe» and of iti divii^e al- 
mighty anthmr, with MooC Tmg0t^ Minift^ 
of ftate for fome time to the unfortunate 
Lmis XVI, their contemporary, atod not un- 
known to them ; in learning and abilities not 
inferior to either, in morpl qualities far above 
^em; which led him (though with pi^ju* 

repetons avec Mantagne, ^ue /afs jeP A Paris ce 
'^% Noverabre 1770. 

Ditto. Tome juatrlerae, p. \*!^^ 

' dices 
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period ;fc^rce avi^afble by a rational i^tid) 
to look fpry^d to ft future ftate of exiftenpe^ 
in wlwch^ail'preieot Wils, aod diforders; ^nd 
obliquities iwpiald be tesft^di^d and re^ed*, 



'..* 



* For the high tljaxaft^r pf this . virtue^ piirift^r .of 
the unfortunate Louis xvi, Monf. Turcot,; fee Monf. 
Sena? de Meilham .(^z) : for which I am indebted, among 
inany bthfer favors (dr pear thirty years,- to one, Whofe 
Jibet^I, benovolfliir ^ gen^rocts labot^-ar^.cQnfiindif 
ps^e^ed in. yariQ}:|s ^iiy%,}f\ besjefit manl^ind, and J^jmp^ 
the caufe of true religion and virtue (i). 

' ' •' .1 '•' '-r '' . ' .'' > 

\ 

To his fuggeftions jointly with thofe of another very 
iihki an4 ;rtioft • valw^bfe tshri^ban ch6|i»i£^f r j(i^), . (tp wjiofe 

friendflMp, .yir(p^^^spi4 l"^^'^^' "^X he^rt.j^ys.the mo^ 
aSe£kionate and grateful 'tribute] was p.wfng the variatioij 
made in the laft edition of the 'Re formed lAmrgy'in 1795 
after tlicraod^l- of ^A'^KcdBlent Dr. Samuel •CI;<rke,' hy 
chjftigiiijgfAtl^ tirc«J5djiddre/s nstained :iji;^he JL-itpny, i^^ 
one /plenui. ^d appropriate one.; They juftly obferyii|g, 
that a threefold addrefs would keep up the old impreffipn 
biF a tKreefdld' nalu?e in the Deity, fb 'contrary to ithp 
Scriptures. • . "^ . i IT ; 



(a) Du Governement, des Mcaurs, et 4^8 conditions en 
ance> avant la Re^^olution. ' '" **' *^ 



Du Governement, des Mcaurs, et 4^8 conditioi 
France) 

(^) Franpis Maferes, Efq. Curfitor Barqn of his Majefty's 

* * a. ' 

Court of Exchequer^ and Author of the Moderate Reformer. 

(f ) John Lee, Efq. Solicitor Gener?il under Lord Rocking- 
ham's AdmipiftratioD, 

But 
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Birtl haVQ done, feys Volyfian^ and have 
QQw to hope Photinus will excufe my rtide- 
nefe and impettoofity — :— — »- Not taerely 
'^ciife, re^i^fs Pjkotinus^ but thank yov^mpd 
heartily fqrit, and foe the good; fruits it haj 
produced. ^|^ake care, however,, yoiji do not 
hfiug: yonrfelf into a dilen^ma: you ? Gi$inot 
eafily get oi|t of, by your too laviih com- 
mendations of us, and citation from our greal 
poet in our favour ; when others may retort 

upoi> you; tiKat hemoft afiiiredly muft hlive 

had us in his eye, as a fet of well.meanit>g| 

melancholy mortals attempting to account 

for what is beyond their reach; where he 

defcribes fome of his. inhabitants of Pande- 
*  • 

monium, who . : 

• * * 

reafon'd high 
Of providence, foreknowlege, will and fate, 
Fixt fate, freewill, foreknowlege abfolitte, 
Ajui found 7t0 ^df in wandering mazes hft. < 

I 

But the inilances of the two memorable 

s 

charafters you have produced -are much ^ 
our purpofe, i|^, fo dir^^lyf., pointing ♦.out th^ 
fatal darknefs and .wretchednetf^.^that muft 
ever ehfue, when in spi^age fo enlightened as 

that 




» 



^ 
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that wie live in, any c^n b© fo blinded as fiot 
to lee e God, artd a wife providential care 
exercifed over aH creatures for tireir good, 
efpecialljt aB the ratiosial part of them. Yoil 
have fiiDy {hewn however that it waa by their 
fl^qmred moral ignoi^ance that they were fb 
£itaSy'mHIed, and not by their c^iniQn of 
the neceffity of human aftion«, on which 
feme would lay bkme* ' * 

It is however matter of the higheil exul-* 
thtion and joy, in which we m^ j^ftfy tri- 
tnnph, to be fully aflured, that mere arbi- 
trary will and Ibvereignty, from which lye 
coidd never know what we were to expeft, 
hath no fway in the divine government under 
which we are placed ; and that original love 
and goodnefsj are the beginning and end, the 
Ipring and meafure of all the actions of the 
Deity, and of ail his desdings with ttai. Hence 
with the moft perfe6; confidence, we con- 
dude, that fevery evil of every kind is or-^ 
dained for prefent or ultimate good: Not 
only ficknefe, imd pain, and difeeefe in all it9 
ihapes, delbla^ng ftorms, earthquakes, fa- 
miine, peftilence, wars, and the ordinliry and 

the 



N 



tlie lefs'coiQWon calaipiilie^ of life ; but the 
horrid cruelties, inj^ilice, oppreffipn ^ &c. "tfith 
which iiidividuals and fom^times whol^ cOuo^* 
tries haye had to ilruggle for a longer ai 
ihorter : fpace : All thefe natural and Oftoral 
evils are fioiii God and under his ibveieiga 
€pntroul, fo as to be permitted to fpread no 
iarther> bud continue no longer than /his 
purpofes q£ good are ferved by th^wt ; dmr 
tating, in his fupreme all-ruling provideiice^ 
to wicked tyrants and opprefiors of xnia)]und» 
and to every ^ inilrument of evil, Hiiheri^^ 
Jkatt thou go J and no further ; here fimll ihsf 
pfoud zmv€& bcjiayed. Job xxxviii. 



In the folution we iiave ofieredA of tbe 
origin of the evil there is in the world, it is 
conceded, that the Almighty knowingly and 

^ designedly appointed it, for the fuperior good 
that he iaw would be derived from it. We 
his frail and ignorant creatures however ace 
on no aqgount to tuanfgrefs the plain jrule of 

^moml duty, to do evil that good may ccmm: 
becaUfe oux underftandings are weak aiid* 

limited; 
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liimtied ; and we cannot he filre that the go6<i 
lir0 intend Avill bsfppen. But our Maker^ a^ 
Mte have feeii at lai*ge^ out of that lilnited 
^ttaMity of etii, t^rhich he judges fitting to 
4|>pmnt and jpermit^ continually prisdiiced 
vktiie aiid every good* 

This is pleafingly exhibited i6 Us in the 
^jt^eU kikwn beautiful ftory of the Hermit/ 
who being peFplexed to account for the ways 
of pjfovidence^ quitted his cell for a time, in 
^eft of fatisfaftion to his anxious mind. 
THie imrrative is given us in *' Divine Dia- 
logues concerning the attributes and provir 
dence of God, London printed I6G8 f a 
work of the pious Dr. Henry More of Cam-* 
bridge; but is better known in the poetical 
drefe of Dr. FarmlL 

We (hall avoid foriie of the perplexity and- 
difficulties, in which good minds are wont tio* 
be involved, from the idea of the evil adions 
of men being of divine appoiantment, ds* 
though God himfelf were the immediate 
^hor of fm eikI wickednefs ; if we cofifider^ 
that the Ahmghty Being, if we may fo fpeak, 

aftetht 
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afteth not immediately himfelf in direfiing 
.the aftions of men, and influencing them to 
good or evil : buf it is by the intervention of 
iilftraments employed by him, of fecond 
caufes, as we term it, in the natui'al courfe 
of things, and according to laws eftablifhed 
by himfelf, that He the firft great caufe in- 
fluences and governs all things, and bringeth 
theih to pafs. In other words, it is by the 
different motives that arife in our minds, from 
our fituation and circumftances, which are all 
of divine appointment, that we are led to 
evil and to good. Thus are we to underftand 
what is faid, A6ls xvi* 14. The Lord opened 
the heart of Lydia to attend to the things 
fpoken of Paul; i. e. her pious and virtuous 
mind, thofe good difpofitions which flie had 
imbibed from her fituation and circumftances^ 
all of them originally from God ; inclined, 
her to lifl:en to Paul. 

Thus alfo. The LoftD hardened the heart 
of Pharaoh ; Exod. xi, \0. i. e. being a man 
void of all juft fenfe and knowlege of Gods 
and totally indifpofed to him, he became 
only the more alienated from obeying his 
commands by thofe miracles, which had a 

Xr natural 
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natural tendency, and were wrought to pro- 
duce obedience • 

It is matter^ o£ conilant obfervation^ and 
verified in the facred and in all hiftory, that, 
Divine providence oftentiiaes makes^ ufe q£ 

the eviA |mffions and wiekednels of mtfn^' to 

"I 

promote its good de%ns*. That moft horrid 
^jdL of deflroying the hfe of the holy and in-r 
^jskocent Jefus wa& bj?ought about by their 
tifeachery of one of hU own difciples,^ and» 
the mean temporizing fphdt and eondufi o^ 
Pontius Pilate^ the roxnan govemor of Judea^ 
Aasiv.25— 28. 

■V 

Apd the book of Geneis Ibiriiifl^a a r^ 
saarksible example of the Almighty tt\nim|^ 
the wickedaefe of mea to ferve hi? pwa beoe-t 
volent purpofes^ in^ the pleafiog oamtLveM 
Jofeph and hi* brethcen. 

It was not yfi that fent me into JEggpt t 
for God did fend me before you to preferve 
Ufe^Gen. xlv. 5. feid Jofeph to his brethren,, 
to fopthe them tinder their fears of being 
made to fuffer fbf their ctuel and unnatural 
kchavioui:;. God was concerned in this a6b 

of 
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of theirSi by having brought them into hfe 
ih fuch a fituationj wherein he forefa^Y they 
would meanly give way to d, viie envy againil 
their younger brother on account of his being 
of a more fprightly and amiable difpofition 
than themfelvesj ^nd more beloved by their 
father^ which ftirred lip their bad paffions to 
feek his deftruftion^ and fell him into Egypt 

On this hiftory^ aii old writer thqs te^ 
marks ; " Such an ordering and overruling 
hand hath God in all the evil aftions of men* 
When Jofeph's brethren fell him into Egypt, 
God is faid to fend hira^ Human malice 
and divine providence may be together in 
the feme a6t» Wherein men have an evil 
hand^ God hath a good one; who brings 
light out of darknefs and turns evil in the 
end to good*'* Burthogge on Divine Good- 
nefsy p* 44. 

. It is however to be remembered, that 
whatever we define concerning' the divine 
agency and government over mankind and 
their affairs, and the, manner of it, of which 
we muft ever conceive and fpeak, like chil- 
dren, mod imperfedly; and although we 

L 2 cannot 



—•  



148 CONVERSATIONS ON THE ' 

cannot but be perfuaded that all the a6ti6i» 
of men are under the antecedent direftion 
and appointment of God, for how could be 
otherwife govern the world? Yet mankind 
are not a mere piece of clock-work, a fet of 
uhcorifcious machines* They acquire volun- 
tary powers^ by which they do what they 
pleafe ; chufe for themfeWes and follow thek 
choice ; take blame to and condemn them- ^ 
felves for whatever they do that is, impious, 
or wicked, or hurtful to others: and more 
than this, think thetofelvei* not unrighteoufly 
or inequitably deailt with in being made to 
fuffer for theit evil difppfitions and anions in 
order to correft and amend them, under the 
divine government in the prefent world; n6r„ 
if they continue unreformed and unchanged^ 
€xpe6l to efcape puniffliment in a future ftate* 
So that if God be charged in any wky with 
being the author of men s fins, it is not in 
any fuch fenfe as to acquit the perpetrators^ 
or fo as to excufe them even in their owi>. 
eftimate from being refponfible at the tribunal, 
of that Being) whofe laws, calculated, for 
their own e-nd the general good of all> they 
have violated. 



In 
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V 

-In a word ; we are confcious that we are 
aaot mere puppets afted upon; but agents, 
reiponiible for what we do. We are alfo 
folly perfoaded, that all we do is. beforehand 
known to God, and appointed by him,. How 
this divine foreknowlege and appointment 
are to bp reconciled with the freedom, and 
refponfibility of our, a6lions, is beyond our 
comprehenfion. Nor need we to be at all 
concerned about it Aiid in this concluiion, 
Mr. Locke^ may quiet our mindi^^- ai>d alfo 
read us an ufeful leflbn of modefty and can- 
dour in pur judgments concerning the word 
and the works of God j who, in his fecond 
anfwer to the Biftiop of JVorceJier^ that had 
accufed him of advancing fome thing con- 
cerning the nature of the foul, which implied 
that men were not free agents, thiis replies 
p} the jcharge ; 

^* It is hot for me to judge how far your 
Lordfhip's fpeculations reach ; but finding in 
myfelf jiothibg to be truer than what the 
wife Solomon tells me, Ecclef. xi; 5. as thou 
knoweji not what is the way qfthefpirit^ nor 
jkow the bones do grow in the womb of her 
jthat is with child ; even fo thou knoweji not 

Ju3 the 
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the r&q^ks of God wJio maketh all thing? : J 
gratefully receive aiid rejoice in the light of 
f evelatiqn^ which fets roe a-t reft in many 
fihings, the manner of which my poor reafon 
pan by no means |na,ke put to me : omnipo- 
tence, I know, can dp any thing that conr 
tains ii> it jrio cpntradi6iion ; fo that I readily 
l)elieye ^yhatever ^jrod has :fjeclared, though 
iny reafon find difficulties in it, which it <^9nr 
not mafter. As in the prefent cafe. God 
having revealed that there (hall be a d^y of 
judgment^ I think that foundatioii enopgh 
to conclude men are ffee epough to be an? 
fwerable for their a6iions, and to Receive 
according to \^hat they have done ; though 
how man is a free agent, furpafs my exphca? 
|;ion or comprehenfion/^ 

Symjius feepied now inclinisd to take part 
V^ the debate, but the reft of thp company 
prpppiing that the farther difpniTipn pf the 
iubjeft ihould be deferred to another oppor^ 
^njty, he acquiefced in their wiihes« 
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CONVERSATION V. 

SYNESIUS *, who was an old common 
friendy and <^ all their parties, though in ma^y 
points he differed from them ; and formerly 
in their Converfations on chriilian idolatry, 
had end^ivoured on that account, to divert 
Volt^ian from quitting the worihip of the 
eftabliihed church, put himfelf forward at the 
next meeting, and pleafantly cried out, that 
he was quite tired of being fuch a cypher 
among them, but thought it became him firft 
to make his confeflion, that they might aclmit 
him as a true penitent. 

I muft plainly tell you then, lays he, I had 
been much hurt at the freedoms you' ufed in 
calling in queftion what was eflabliihed by 
authority in the church of England, as 1 
thought it was unfettling people, and taking 
jiway the little foundation they had for their 

* See, for a chara£ler of this perfon, Converfations 
on Chrlftian Idolatry, page 64, 

i> 4 demeanour 
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demeanour as quiet and good fubje6fa5f5 letting 
them loofe from all reftraints, and leaving 
them in poffeffion of nothing. For I hid 
been wont to coHfijder the clxriftian religion 
principally as it concerned the ftate, and was 
ufeful to keep the peopl? in order and fubc 
je6lion ; and indeed, all the while I contended 
fo earneftly for it, entertained not a few 
doubts about its do6lrines, and evqi its foufi-* 
dations. 

•4 

But I have been for fome time convinced, 
that feripus doubts and difputes about reli-! 
gion do by no means lead men away from 
moral pra6tice, but the contrary ; as they 
fober the mind, bring us acquainted with 
ourfelves and our own charai5l;ers, apd th^ 
principles well founded or otherwife, on 
which \^je aft, and thereby te.nd to fix ip iq 
a courfe of right conduft. ]S[or can any 
damage or difturbance ever refult to thp 
State, from difputes, or differences of opinio^ 
in religion^ if the State will only dp its duty, 
and a6l as becomes it, by holding an equal 
hand over all its fubje6ts, and reftrain them 
from injuring or hurting one another for tjieiif 
feligious diiFerenceSt 

. Sut 
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But that I have not been of late an indi& 
ferent hearer, though I have taken no part 
in your debatfes, you will believe, when I 
tell you, that I have found my mind as fully 
relieved by them from many doubts on im«- 
portant fubjefts with which I had been per- 
plexed, as if I had laid them before you for 
thepurpofe, 

1. I was wont to be much difturbed, liiat 
we were creatures fo framed, that there was 
little pure happinefs to be* found, and fo 
much pain and mifeiy of one kind or other 
milted in our cup, as if we had been the 
work of fome envious Being, who had 
grudged us our enjoyments. But I am now 
perfuaded, that it^ was the happinefs of the 
nnthinking brute animals that I coveted, and 
not of a rational beings; . which is not to be 
attained without labour and difficulty. > 

2. The firfl: chapters of our facred books 
feetned to be a mofl ftrange exhibition of 
^he God and creator of all things, and of the 
^rft origin of our fpecies, fb inveloped, in 
^gure and allegory, that with difficulty can 
^^^ tolerable fenfe be made of it; for I 

expeded. 



/ 



154 CONVERSATIONS ON TUB 

expeduddf that the proofs of his exiilence, 
and of his love and regard for his creatures, 
if he had really been pof&fled of thefe quali* 
ties, would have been pointed otit to us in 9, 
brief energetick manner. 

But I am now perifraded, that Divine 
Wifdom hath judged better for us in the 
methods which Mqfes has been direCled to 
purfue. For that there is one God, and' that 
he is good, his works of nature teach ; and 
have been fo understood by all who have 
conlidered them, a very few perfons excepted, 
of pitiable mental or bodily infirmities, oy 
both. But fuch an authoritative hiftorical 
account, as is furniihed u§ in the Bible, of a 
God, as I may iay, really eidfiing and a6ir 
ing, as our creator and moral governor, 
makes flronger impreffions, gives fuller con? 
vi£tion, and is better calculated to operate 
upon the minds of human creatures, and 
dory down to all ages the moinentous trudi, 
than fpetulative arguments; which would be 
liable to perpetual difpute and quibble; a« 
we find to have been the fa^, in antient 
times, and in out* own, 

3. I 
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3. I bad been much hurt in perufing, anck 
ftppngfy tempted to flight the whole account 
of the Deity given in the Bible, for his being 
reprefented from the firft and throughout, 
hot as a benevolent creator, and patron and 
encoQrager of virtue and goodnefs, but a|^ 
arbitrary, capricious, malevolent Being * } 
bringing into exigence a race of creatures, 
and f<^n repenting of what he bad done, and 
deftroyii^g them; and upon renewing their 
jrace afterwards, condu6ting himfelf towards 
jthem in the fa^le uniteady partial mannw, 
fele6iing as the objefts of his fpecial &vour, 
pha)ra6ier8 by no means worthy of it. 

( 

But you have fatisfied me, that I con<- 
/demned i^hat I did not underftand : that it 
* was not the plan and defign of tht Cteator 
to bring creatures any how to happineis, but 
by degrees, and by fuitable difcipline to form 
^m to piety and gopdnefs, the true feUcity 
pf rational beings* '^jThis is plainly indicated 

* Upqn this fubje£l I would beg leave to recommend 
a ferious perufal of the admirable and eloquent difcourfes 
on the Providence and Government of God, by a late 
excellent man and highly efteemed friend, the Rev. N. 
Ipappe, of Yofky 

in 
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in the account of Ae firft creation of our 
^ecies^ and is the key ^ with which we may 
open and explain many things belonging to 
' our prefent ftate, 

4. I had Humbled, with many others, at 
the divine command todeftroytheCanaanitifh 
nations, being perfuaded that it could not 
come from a benevolent creator, 9,nd that it 
was all the work' and contrivance of priefts 
and politicians, who had taken poflelfion of 
^the minds of the multitude, and prefumed to 
Itfireient as God's commands what was thQ 
di6tate of their own implacable temper and 
ambition. But you have contributed to put 
me oh ferther inquiry and to convince me, 
that it was not unbefitting the moral governor 
and the lover of his creatures, to interpofe in^ 
the way Mqfes has defcribed, to -prevent the 
horrid pcafitices that prevailed throughout 
thofe nations, at leaft to give a check, if not 
intirely to eradicate them ; and alfo to make 
his favoured nation the inftruments-of his( 
judgments; favoured, not for their own lakes, 
for they, as he told them, were not better 
than pthers, but for the fake of their more 
deferving progenitors. And throughput the 

faered 
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fecred hiftory, from the beginning, I fee nd 
omnipotent tyrant^ no Moloch^ furiam kmg^ 
as he has been defcribed^ delighting himfelf 
with the miferies and deftru6lion of his crear 
tures ; but a kind creator and moral governor^ 
concerned for their beft interefts, and to bring 
them to true hapiHnefs4 

5. I have alfo peculiar pleafure in notiiig 
throughout the books of Mofes and Jthe other 
facred writers of the Old Teftament, dieir 
vaft care and attention to teach and to hold 
forth at all times, that there is one God only^ 
and no other bejides him ; not a God com^ 
pofed of many perfmSj which is a thing of 
anti^chrijiian invention^ but a God in the 
fingle perfon of Jehovah, God of Ifraei, 
God of the univerfe. 

1 am. the more induced to name this, not 
only becaufe it is a truth that lies at the 
foundation, and is of the greateft concern- 
ment ; but alfo through a defire to meritioa 
to you a late publication that may not hisivc 
fallen in your way, of a refpe6lable Swi(s 
gentleman among us ; Mr. De Lnc^ who 
enjoys the office of Reader to the Queett, 
5 and 
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and has been made by the King ProfeiTor of 
philofophy and geology in the"^ univerfity of 
Gottingen, and who dedicates his tra6l^ 
which is in the french language, to the king 
of Prufiia. As I had been Jed to efteem the 
author, I was concerned and much difap- 
pointed, that he ihould at this day, upon 
fuch flight and imaginary grounds, fet him- 
felf to deprive us of the one true God and 
fitther of the uni verfe, and introduce in Ueu 
of him, a God confifl:ing of three perfons, 
the Father^ the Wordj and the Spirit^ in the 
unity of his ejfence ; alluding in fupport of 
this to the text in 1 John v. 7? of the thr^e 

heavenly witnefles ; a text now almoft unani-^ 

^ . < ' 

moufly given up as fpurious, land not writtei^ 
by the apoflle. Of which fentiment, the 

- prefent bifhop of Lincoln, to the credit of 
his judgment and integrity, hath lately de- 
clared h'unfelf in expreflive terms. "I 
purpofely omit the contefted paflage in the 
firft epiftle of St. John: There are three 
that bear record in heaven, the father, the 
fon and the holy ghofl: : and thefe three are 
one. In any cafe it would be improper to 

. produce a doubtful text in fupport of fo im* 
portant a dodrine as that of the trinity ; but 

1 muft 
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I muft own, that after an atlj^entive confide* 
lation of the controverfy relative to that paf- 
fege, I £im convinced that it is fpurioua */^ 

M.T. De Luc farther grounds this doftrine 
oIH^^^wi the plural termination of one of 
the hebrew nanies of God ; where his words 
are» referring his reader to the language of 
Mi>fes in the beginning of Genefls -f • ; ** The 
denomination of the Divinity, fays he, is 
plural ; that is Elghifnj the Father^ the Wordr 
and the S|»Va# in the unity afhis ejfence ^J' 

* Elements of Chriftian Theology, voL ii. p, 90* 

. t " MoiSE commence la Genese par la fixation de 
CCS idee8» qui   '  font la bafe du Chriflianifnle* 

Den ce d^but, di»-je» la denomination de la Divinite eft nth 
plurier-^ c'eft EiOHlM; 'le Pere^ h Parole et V E/fri$^ 
dam rWite de Ton Essence/' 

Lettres fur I'education rcUgieufe de reh£aiice, pre- 
cedee» et fuivics de details hiftcH-iques— -dediees au 
Roi, par J. A. 2)e Luc, Lefi^ur de fa majefte Lia 
Reine de la Grande Bretagne, Profefleur de phi*- 
lofophie ei geologie a Gottingue. A Berlin* 1800« 
pag, 138. 

I See on thit fubjcQ, Mr. Frend's excellent Animad- 
verfions on the Element* of Chriftian Theology, Lette^ 
XII. in which is a cliear confutation of the* vain fuppo- 
fition of a plurality of perfons m God from the ufe of a 
plural terminatioxi in one of his names. Ridgway. 1800. 

After 
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After this, Mr. De Luc proceeds to con^ 
firm thefe pofitions, by referring (I giVe his 
words) to Mr. Thomas Maurice^ one of the 
keepers of the Britifti Mufeum ; who, in his 
Indian Antiquities, lately publiftied, profeffes 
to find the do6trine of a Trinity j or j^* plu^ 
raUty in the unity of Gody among thofe na-» 
tions of antiquity, M^ho, he thinks, muft have 
received it from anceftors, that were in pof* 
feilion of it, anterior to the time of Mofes; 
and thus fumiih a frelh authority, as ,i& fup- 
poied, for the do6lrine of a Trinity in uriity^ 
ill Go J, independent of the facred writings. 

But both thefe arguments of thefe two 
learned gentlemen ; the one, from the plural 
termination of Elohim, one of the Hebrew 
names of God; the" other from the high an- 
tiquity of thedoftrine of a Trinity in Unity 
and PluraUty in God; without going into 
any other confutation of them, are fet afide 
by the fimpte and moll obvious confideration 
furniflied by Mofes and the Prophiets, and 
the whole hebrew fcriptures ; namely, that 
whenever God is introduced in the facred 

+ Le merae, p. 1S9. 

writings^ 
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writings J as /peaking of himfelf^ otfpokenof 
hy others, or is himfelf addrejfed^ the perfonal 
pronouns J I, thou^ he, art invariably ufed ; 
which demonftrates to every underflanding, 
that it is one (ingle perfon, and not Qiore than 
one, who is the God of Mofes and the pro- 
phets and of the p^ple of Ifrael^ arid confe- 
quently the God and Father of our Lord 
Jefus Chrift, and of all mankind. 



Thid^plain argument, which ha^ been a 
thoufand. times produced, it is to be hoped 
will at laft have fome little attention paid to it, 
being nothing lefs, to thofe who refpedt the 
Scriptures, than the authority of God him- 
felf deciding the matter. For my part, I 
fee more reafoji every day of my life, to be 
thankful for thofe divine records, which, bavei 
been preferved to- us by Mofes and the people 
of the Jews ; as I fear, without them, what 
with the refinements of philofophy,on the one 
hand, and the idolatrous fuperftition of chrif- 
trans on the other, the one true God would 
have been overlooked and. unknown. Fof 
thefe realbns, honouring that moft^ antient 
nation of the Jews with that high honour 
which is due to it, and grieved when I fee 

M them 
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tbeia uudeforvedly fcouted and defpifed and 
iU treated by Qhrifliana, I am almoft tempied, 
-v^heiiever 1 meet a Jew, to move mj hat to 
^im, as one to whom I am under ix^inite ob* 
ligations, as a martyr and confeifor to tbe 
one true God. 

6*. It had giyen me much difturbance^ tlia| 
chriftianitv, which was uftiered into the worlds 
as we read, with fuch a profufion and expence 
jftf miracles, and is moft truly a fcheme to 
conduft his creatures to rirtue and true hap-? 
pdnefe, worthy of the benevolent parent of 
mankind,, fhould not haye. better made ifc? 
way, and ftiould have done ff> Uttle tqt xeform. 
. the wflffld, than it has hitherto been found to 
have done : I have been formerly often ready 
to reject it on this account. 

Ikit you have helped much to quiet my 
mind^ ?md have cured my fcepticifm in thi? 
refpeft> by pointing oiit in what manner thefe 
powerful means of twie piety and virtue have ' 
been bbmted and impeded, and the falutary 
efiedls of thi? excellent doQ;rine counferafted 
by the isorruptions that have been grafted 
&pon aad blepd^d with it ; and chiefly by its 

4 \ being 



 

beiiig poifoned and perverted almoft in rte 
cradle as fo6n as the powers of the litorld 
began to give it their cotmtenance, as ati in- 
ftrument of ambition and worldly defigns 
and aggrandifement ; a fervice which it dif- 
dains ; by which it is fure to be polluted, and 
to have its true end and de%tr of makfng 
me„ of aH rank, «d degree, virtuoa, anrf 
good, defeated ; but a fc^vic6^, in which, ml-' 
fortunately, it is forced, jnore or lefe, t(f 
drudge, to thi* very hour. 

Your account Artd illufti*a<aon of thehi^i*y 
of mankind, as^ delivered by MqfeSy ^md^ of 
the divine governriaent exercifed ovef theni 
from the beginning, and aJfo of tht trfefuf 
moral purpofes anfwered by the deluge, ha* 
at laft removed all my difBctilties. Artd I ath 
now perluaded that for th^ events which 
had* appeared to tne out of iiaturi^ ^ttd all 
credibiUty, there was a juft fbuttdafi'6« irt 
faft, and the concurring teftittiony of anti- 
quity to their truth, to which no uttprejildiced 
perfon cduld refufe dfleAt : aUd for this let 
me fay, I was beholden to Mr. Hume hiiW* 
felf ; which ftiews how wife and prudent, as 
well as juff and right in itfelf, it is to allow 

M 2 the 
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the utmoft latitude of difcuflion, and liberty 
of publifliing their fentiments to ingenious 
men on all fubje6ls, efpecially thofe of reli- 
gion, however contrary they may be to what 
is publicly received and believed. 

For, in the reply of an excellent perlon 
to that gentl^fnan's " Eflay on Miracles,'' 
(which unqueftionably is 'calculated and wa^ 
intended to overthrow all belief of the divide 
revelation contained in the Bible, and. pf the 
chriftian religion in particular, and has cer- 
tainly influenced many unwary readers to 
turn away entirely from it,) there are given 
widi much good temper and liberality, a folid 
confutation of his arguments againft miracles, 
and a defence of the people of the jews, and 
of their fafered hiflory, in oppofition to the 
fubtle objeSlipns and attacks of this fhrewd 
and bold adverfary, with much other im- 
portant remark connefted with it : all which 
the chriftian world would have been deprived 
of, to their great lofs, had not Mr. Hume 
drawn it forth and giv6n occafion to this 
work., 

* - 

I would 
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I would here refer you to " An Eflay in 
anfwer to Mr. Humes Eflay on Miracles/^ by 
JVilUam Adams, M. A. Minifter df St. Chad's, 
Salop. The fecond edition, witli additions. 
1749. 

Towards the clofe of the work, Mr. (lince 
the very eminent Dr.)' Adams remarks: 
** The remainder of this; Eflay is little more 
than a rude infult on the Scriptures and ^ 
the Chri/iian reUgion. For fear his (Mr. 
Hume^) readers fhould miftake his meanings 
and not apply his argument where he in-^ 
tended, the author proceeds, with a fmiling 
grimace, to tell us, * that our moji holy re-- 
ligiofi is founded on faith, nbt on reafon ; 
and it is a fure method of expofmg it to 
put it to fuch a trial as it is hy no means 
fitted to endure.' *THis he pretends to make 
evident by examining the miracles related in 
the Pentateuch." * Here' lays he, * we are 
to confider a book prefented to Us by a bar- 
barous and ignorant people, wrote in an age 
when they were ftill more barbarous, and, in 
all probability, long after the fa6ls it relates, 
corroborated by no concurring teitimony, and 
refembling thofe fabulous accounts which 

M 3 every 



f very nation give^ of its origin. Upon reiui- 
ifig tjiis book we fi»d it full of prodigies and 
9iirac).e*: it gives pi) account of a ftate of 
the world ^nd of humaji n^iture in^irely dif- 
ferent from the prefept ; of our fall from that 
ftate ; of the age of man extended to near a 
thoufend years ; of the deftruftion pf the 
world by a deluge ; of the arbitrary choice 
of one people $is tije favorites of heaven, s^nd 
that people the copntrynjen pf the author } 
pf their deliverfince frpm bondage by pro* 

digits th^ mpft aftoniibing imagioe-ble : I der 
i\xe any one to lay his hand upon his heart, 
and, after furious confideratipn, declare, 
whethw be thinks that the falihopd 9f fuch a 
bpoh, fupported fey fuch a t^ftiwony would 
be wofe extwordinftry and miraeuj^us tha^ 
fill the miracle^ itrebtfft; which is, howev^jf 
neeeflkry tQ inake it be received, according 
to tl^ ii^eaihres of prc)bj3^bihty above efta-* 
blifh^/-— iSb/ar Mr, Hume's veprefent&tign 

of th^ ^mtmU pf tji« Bibkji 

Mepfy to the abwQ h^ Dr. Adams, 

« If the Jewa v«pe tbui tmm %\mK \m'> 
feaK^us »i tfae tune wfeep tb«49 bopk? w«r« 

written. 
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'^lifcten, i;irhence, wittofrt a imtacle^ coidd 
they learn all the great truths relating to thfe 
being and attributes of (4od, which the moft 
learned part of the world were fc>rmany ages 
after in total ignorati<^e about ? Wheja^e 
could ihe religion and laws of this people ft) 
far exceed thofe of the wifeft Heath^iri^ a^ 
come out at ojice^ in their firfl iri&ncj) thtfs 
perfeft and intire ; when all human fy^ewk 
are found to grow up by degrees, ahd tb ripcJli 
after many improvements, into peffe^iion ? 
The Jews had but little commerce with oth^ 
nations, and, therefore, did not excel in tbe 
literary and other arts of Glreece: but thd 
fame fcriptures, which prove that they wer 6 
earlier in poffeffion of the moft ufefui and 
fublime' parts of knowlege, fecured theiA 
like\vife from ever linking into that barbarity 
which the author charges upon them. Let 
any one compare the book of Gewe^^, which 
he treats with fo much freedom, and which 
is, b3;K.many centuries, the oldeft book in the 
world, with any of the earlieft heathen hifte* 
rians ; let him compare the Pfeilms of David 
with the Hymns of Callimachus or Ch^pheus j 
let him i^ead the hiftory of Jofephusj who 
was juft contemporary with Chriji and hi* 

. M 4 Apoftles; 
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Apolties; and he will incline to judge more 
&vor^bly of this people. 

•• 
♦* Th© great events recorded in this hiftory 
have no eonnefition with the argument of 
miracjesy and, therefore, do not belong to 
thia place. But thefe are corroborated by 
the ftrongeft concurring teftimony that can 
be defired to fa6b that are, nipft of then), 
older than the ufe of letters itfelf. .The tra^ 
dition$ of every countiy feem all to point to 
. one and the fame original, The late inven- 
tion of arts and fcieni^es, the foundation of 
pitite3 and empires, the manner of peophng 
the worldt and the number of its prefent in^ 
h^bi^ts, f^m all to prove that the world 
Jiad its beginning no earlier than the period 
aiTigned by Mofe$y and agree perfeftly with 
the account of the deluge. There are no 
n^onnments of antiquity which give room to 
fnfpe^l the world pf e9.rlier original. The 
fifft authors of Greece ai>d Egypt fpeak of 
the ch^os, pf the abyfs of waters that cOvered 
thp e%rth, of man's being formed out of the 
gfQund, and of his firft innocence^. From 
^fe^ one of the Latin poets has defcribed 
tlje preation, th^ ftate pf innpc^nQej^ tho 

gradual 
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gradual corruption of matildnd, and the 
deluge, in a manner very nearlv refembling 
that of Mofes. The memory of a general 
jiood, which deftroyed the whole race of men 
and animals, except one family, feems to 
have been preferved for fome ages among 
almoft all nations. Luciaji tells us, the tra- 
dition among both the Greeks and Si/rians 
was, that this was a judgment from heaven 
on the wickednefe of mankind : he defcribea 
the manner of the flood, * the ark in which 
fome of every kind were preferved, and many 
other particulars, juft as ^^e have them in the 
^ook of Genejis. Plutarch^ alluding to the 
lame tradition, mentions the ark, and even 
the |k>ve that was fent forth to fee if the 
waters were abated^ A great number of 
antient authprs, who mention the deluge, and 
give witnefs to the building of Babel^ the 
burning of Sodom, and many other great 
events in the Mofaic hiftory, are reckoned 
Up by JirfeyhuH^ Grotimj and others. The 
prefent furfece of the earth, the Ihells of filh 
that are found ip midland countneg, and 
even on the tops of mountains, and the re^ 
mains of land-^nimaU at very great depths 
io thp ^rth, are fiill furviving monuments 

of 
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of the deluge* It is almoft certain that the 
worid began to be peopled about the plaiiis 
of Babylon^ and near where the ark is faid 
to have retted. Frord the eaft, colonies of 
men were fent weftward : and from thence 
we can trace pretty diftinftly the progrcfs of 
arts and fciences. The long lives of the firft 
men are fpoken of by all the Heathens. This 
•fe6l is fo far from difcrediting the Mofaic 
biftory, that Monfieur Pa/cat reckons it a 
full proof of the fidelity of the author : ' This 
hiftorian/ fays he, * has brought the deluge, 
and even the creation, fo near his own time, 
by means of the few generations which he 
counts between them, that the memory of 
tbem Could not but be ftill frefti and tlivaly 
ni the minds bfall the Jewiih nation/ In 
the line of tradition there are but five fteps 
betwixt Mqfes and the firft man. * There- 
fore, the creation and the deluge are indu- 
bitably true. This Argument' fays be, * mutt 
be acknowleged for conclufive by thofe who 
apprehend its procefe.' " The longevity of 
men in the firlt ages feems neeeflary for the 
better peopling the world, the invention and 
improvement of arts, ^md for propagating re- 
ligious and all afeful liifiowlege, when they, 

depended 
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depended wholly on tradition. And I am 
perfuaded that this author cannot ev«n in-^ 
vent a nu)re probable or rational account of 
peopling'the world thaa this which he aflfe^ 
to deride/' 



You have not been deficient in bearing 
teftimony to the chara6ler of Abraham^ the 
Jriend of God^ ajs he is termed by high au- 
thority; though without afqribing to him 
that perfe6lion which belpngs not to him. 
In taking a concubine, he did no more than 
(ppnform to a cuftom which was very general 
in thofe early times, ^-nd not difreputable. 
Nor was there any thing wrong or unkind in 
his difmiffxon of HagaVj on the complaint of 
her miftrefs and for peace' fake ; fince there 
is every reafon to believe, from tl^ fubfequent 
hiftory of IJhmael^ and particularly as we 
find him afterwards joined with Ifaac in pay- 
ing the laft tribute of affeftion and duty to 
the remains of his father, that neither Hagar 
nor her fon were thrown upon the world 
uegleSted and forlorn* 

But you have not touched upon his obe- 
^Jjence to the divine command to llay his only 
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fon ; which may give us paufe ; and is by 
feme much condemned ; and yet when duly 
examined and underftood, we Ihall find that 
Ahraham therein manifefted tjje nobleft prin- 
ciples of piety and virtue, worthy of the high 
commendations and reward with which he 

was honored by the almighty. 

» 

. Thefe principles were a truft in the power 
and goodnefs of God, in preference to every 
tender feeling of nature, and every worldly 
confideration that might fliake his refolution 
of complying with what he was perfuaded to 
be the divine command : although it was not 
a blind obedience that he paid ; but grounded 
on the higheft reafon. This the Apoftle tells 
us, Heb, xi. 17, 18, 19- By faith Abraham 
when he was trtjed, offered up I/aac, and he 
that had received the promt fes^ offered up his 
only fon of zvKorn it was faid^ that in Ifaac 
Jhall thy feed he called \ i.e. though he had 
a promil'e from God, that his pofterity was 
to be derived from Ifaac^ on receiving thi^ 
divine command he hefitated not to make a 
faCrifice of him ; accounting that God was 
able to raife him up from the dead ; from 
whence alfo he received him in afgwe^ or 

rather, 
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rather, as^ from a like condition he had re- 
ceived him, as it is better rendered by Mr, 
Wakefield, referring, in thefe lait words, to 
the miraculous birth of Ifaac, when his pa- 
rents were paJft child-bearing, as good as dead^ 
as the apostle, Heb^ xi, 12. exprefles liimfelf, 
in another place. 

^ * 

There is a fermon from thefe words by 
Archbifhop Tilhtfon, preached at Whitehall^ 
in 1686, before the princefs Ann ; entitled 
on the excellency oi Abrahams faith and 
obedience, highly worthy of perufal ; in which 
after Ihewing on what fohd and good grounds 
Abraham afted, and conduaed himfelf, in 
obeying the divine command, and what a 
pattern of piety and virtue he therein was ; 
that great and good man, and eminent 
preacher and teacher, makes the following 
inferences from the whole : with which I 
promife myfelf you will be pleafed as I have 
been, as they Ihew this excellent perfons 
method of reafoning, and the found and 
liberal principles he goes upon. And as they 
are of importance in weighing and examining 
this much controverted a£iion oi Abraham^ 
;^nd in vindicating the chara6ler of the father. 

Pf 
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of the Hebrew nation, I hope you will not 
te offended with their prolixity; he inferi 
then, 

** Firfty Humane nature is capable of full 
and clear iatis&£iion concerning a divine re- 
velation. For \i Abraham had not been iuUy 
and paft all doubt affured that this was a 
command from God, he would certainly have 
fpared his fon. And nothing is more reafon- 
able than to believe that thole, to whom God 
is pleafed to make immediate revelations of 
his will, Are fome way or other affured that 
they are divine ; otherwife they would be in 
vain, and to no purpofe. 

^* But how men are affured concerning 
divine revelations made to them, is not fo 
eafy to make out to others ; only thefe two 
things we are fure of: 

1. " That God can work in the mind of 
man, a firm perfuafion of the truth of what 
he reveals, and that fuch a revelation is from 
him. This no man can doubt of, that coh- 
liders the great power and influence, which 
God who made us, and per&dly knows out 

frame. 
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fFame, mud needs have upoii our minds and 
underflaading$« 

2. " That God never offers any thing to^ 
any man's belief, that plainly contradifts the 
natural effential notions of his mind ; becaote 
this would be for God to deftroy his own; 
workmanships and to impofe that upon ther 
underflanding of man, which, whilft it re- 
mains what it is? it cannot poffibly admit. 

" For infiance^ we eannot imagine, thai 
God (hould reveal to any man any thing that 
plainly contradi6ts the effential perfections of 
the divine nature ; for fuch a revelation caa 
no morq be fuppofed to be from God, than 
a revelation from God that there is no God; 
which Is a downright contradiction* 



'* Now to apply this to the revelabort 
which God made to Abraham concerning the 
iucrificing of his fon : This w as made to him 
by an audible voice, and he was fully fatisfied 
by the evidence which it carried along with 
it, that it was from God. 



/, • ' 
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^\ Fbr this was not the firft of many reve- 
lations that had been made to him> fo that 
lie kciew the manner of them, and had found 
by manifold experience, that he was not de- 
ceiyed, aijd by this experience was groM^n to 
ft great confidence in the truth and goodnefs 
of God. And it is very probable the firft 
time that God appeared to Abraham j becaufe 
It was a new thing, that to make way for the 
credit of future revelations^ God did ftiew 
himfelf to him in fo glorious a manner, ajs 
was abundantly to his convi6iion» 

•^ And this St. Stephen does feem to in- 
finuate. Ads vii- 2. The God of glory ap- 
peared to our father Abraham when he was 
m Mefapotamia. Now by-this glorious ap- 
pearance to him at firft, he was fo prepared 
for the entertainment of after-revelationS, that 
he was not ftaggered even at this, concerning 
the lacrificing of his own fon, being both by 
the manner it, and the affurance that accom- 
panied it, fully fatisfied that it wa^ from 
God- 

** Scconify. I obferve from hence that 
great and neceflary ufe of reafon in matters 

of 
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of faith. For we fee here that Abrakflfris 
reafon was, a mighty ftr6ngtbening ^nd h^lp 
•to his iaith* Here were two reyels^tioiiSi siade 
)to Abraham^ which feem^d to clMh tfith OQe 
another; and if Abraham'tS rodbn^c^Hild JiPt 
have rec^wiled the ? epjignapqy qf fheiP? . Ue 
could not poffibly have beU^ved flieoi bpfh 
to .he from God ; be^aufe .this jjatPi^l notion 
or principle, that Gcfd conmt eontra4i& jhiifi-- 
felf, every man does 6rft,- and more firmly 
» believe, than any revelation wha^fq^Yer. 

*\1^ ow Abrahams reafon relieved him in 
this ftrait. So the text exprefsly tells us, he 
rmfoneii with himfelf, that Qod was able to 
raife his fon from the dead. 

" > And this being admitted, the command 
of God, concerning the flaying of Ifaac, was 
very well confident with his former promife 
to Ahraham^ that J/i J^aac his/e^dJliQifld^^e 
called*^' 

So far the good Archbifliop^. 

I Ihall be indulged,..! kJiOWi in;%dd^gj?;8ie 

or two things. 

w 1. From 
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!• From the account of the divine com- 
mand to Abraham to flay his fon, of the de- 
figa of it, and of the. execution of it being 
prevented, as the whole of it lies in the facred 
hiilory , an unbiafTed well difpofed mind .would 
conclude that the Deity thereby intended to 
promote and encourage piety and virtue ; nor 
could it naturally have any other tendency, 
or bear any other conftru^ion. ^ 

3. Diftreffed as Abraham muft have been 
on receiving fuch a command, he had no 
doubts whatfoever of it being his duty to 
.obey it; as he was perfuaded, and rightly 
perfuaded, that God could command nothing 
but what was right and good. 

All that coiild be neceflfary to fatisfy his 
mind, was to be perfe6^1y afliired that the 
command came from God ; and that of this 
he had. the fulleft conviction, we have juft 
now feen. 

3. It is notjor his own information, that 

God, who knows before-hand what each per- 

ifon will do, makes trial of his creatures ; or 

puts difficulties and embarraflinents before 

 them 
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them in the way of their duty; but to 
ftrengthen and confirm their virtuous . prin- 
ciples, and make them examples, and an en- 
couragement to each other. 

4. No one can take upop him to deny that 
God might thus make trial of the piety and 
virtuous principles oi Ah*akam^ without de- 
nying at the fame time his power and right 
to govern, the world as feems good to him, 
and to fit its rational inhabitants by moral 
difcipfine for the feveral parts he deftines 
.them to a6l and fill in it; in ihort, without 
, denying all miraculous interpofitions whatfo- 
ever, all interference of the Deity in teach- 
^ing and direding his creatures beyond what 
they can learn from obfervations on the pre- 
fent eftabliflied courfe of things, and the laws 
by which the natural fyftem is governed and 
prefeirved : A moft vain aflumption, afluredly, 
. this, in mortal man, wliofe ignorance is Ha 
great, ' and judgment fo weak and incompe- 
. tent I which imphes on the face of it, that he 
.is wifer than God ; which is the next ftep to 
denying that there is any God at all, and 
which has led not a few into that bewildeted 
wd defolate ftate of mind, of which, and I 

V 2 thank 




1^0 tfoNv^lfe^ ATfoirS hni ¥kiR 

'Aarik ybu tot % kt 8ur 'Mil fnieetihg, you 
"ga\* iis fotrie %fetc!r(^fi. ^^rtd trfelancholy ex- 
iles. "^ 




You will bear with me, going on, my 

'fi'ien^s, liow 1 hare 'begun, in ibggfefting to 

yob, 'tliat you hsive left -hntoiiched ti 'itia^n 

diffictilty, which chrifti^hity piits in the \vafy 

^6f your uftetnpt tb vindicate ihedivine:gbod- 

nefs, by its teaching -the*doHfiAe<ff ^endtefs 

punilhriiQnts to fhe tvicfccid, ^khtJUgh ybU 

liave prepared the ^wiay for removiii^'tWe^^if- 

'ficulty, *by your ftiaiiner df Sexplaihii^ the 

divirie tiioj^al government under -which i?^e 

are. For you have well fliewn thttt und^ 

this, ail fev^iits^ Irefpdcitiilg all of Us, *are io 

'dire(?led and overruled, that piety ^nd-viftue, 

Vr bbedieilce to the 'divine laws, is its own 

reward, and promotes our happinels, and 

vice, or difbbedierice, is itiS.owh puhiftltnent, 

"and produces mifery. And in agteetneAt 

with this our moral ^conftitution, we find, that 

'grievous and exquiiiteJy painful as afe at 

^times the fuffe rings both of mind and body 

to which we are niade liable 'by oUrviolktiou 

^of the divine commands, thefe fufferings are 

^jiievertheMs beneficial to" us; -we ft odd have , 

been 



the whole, without fuch ched^ and^ £ep£oo£k. 
They tend to foften and fubdue our pride 
wA i^lfiifkaafs, iKhich ace the fource of well 
iiigk 9H ouf BaijGbiry acidi wiokedoisfs, wad foma 
u» to fober refleiSliQB, to fee ,g#idi CQiie^ Qixn 
^vi]f twapers g©d pjra^^. , 

Aad asi in Qvtx la^t ^^te 9^^ ^tl\ vlq 
contijQiue un^er t^^f fajpie ^wi} %jad^ divi^ 

moral ^vevAinftftt, ^ii« ^n^^t; litttf OQAplu^d^ 

lk»t thoife na©ft lafljeg pj.^ift«njpAts, ^KfelQlfeii 

«JSh ^Uji in ^^^ fvitnF^ fl#tf, ^wftit »U iJ¥<iJ 

jind fi yetwrn to virtue m^ ^mdm^ ; unl# 
hfurd^ii^ tfeeir hearts and prev^ntjj t^ Dsfur^l *- 

But th^ ^ fuch an idoa of Qod, th§t onp 

. woulcj much fooi)ar believe thef^ w^s ijp.iuch 

Being than i^^PP^I^ he eould be capal)te (^ 

^ny tjiing of tlie MikJ, md tjieri^%g }».e m^y 

conclnfje witheiit befit^tioia^ t^^| t]^ fuSey- 

N 3 ings 
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ings of the future ftate muft have a beneficial 
efieft on the fufferers. 



I would alfo further fubmit to your conw 

fideration^ that as the chriiliah fcriptures 

, ^ 

afliire us that all the dead fhall be railed to 
life to be judged according to their works, 
as they have done good or evil in the prefent 
life ; arid do thereby implicitly give us hope, 
may we not rather fay, give us humble 
afliirance that the gloomy fentence of anni« 
hilation will not pafs on any of our fpecies, 
for we cannot entertain the thought that our 
benevolent creator would bring back his 
creatures to life to put them on the rack as 
it were, and make them fuffer for a time, 
and then confign them to their primitive no- 
thing: We may therefore make this infer- 
ence,, that none of the human race, however 
multiplied and aggravated their crimes may 
have been, will be configned to fruitlefs un-- 
availing fuffering and mifery for ever, but in 
the long courfe of ages, and by the difcipline 
to which they will be doomed, all will be 
brought to repentance, and be faved, I 
inuft however profefs that thofe fevere threats 
enings of th^ Gofpel Qf eternal puniihin^nts, 
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, have long fincp ceafed to make any impref- 
fiont on *my mind, being counterbalanced by 
the contrary declarations fo frequently oc- 
curring concerning the Almighty; that he 
Iqveth all his creatures, and is defirous that 
they ihould not perrih, (John iii, l6.) .but 
have everjafting. life ; that he would (] Tim., 
ii. 4.) h^ve all men to be faved and come to 
the knowlege of the truth; to be faved, i. e, 
mode happy, which muft imply they will be 
fo in the end : As it would otherwife argue 
that he has not the power to elBFefit the good 
he defires, and fo muft be difappointed, 
which is not to be fuppofed of him, who is 
fupremely perfeft both in power and good- 
nefe, . ^ 

I (hall have reafon to think myfelf happy, 
add^ Sj/ne/iusj here riling up, if I have not 
tired you all by taking up fo much of your 
time, and if* my remarks, all of them in fome 
meafure of your own growth, may not be 
judged foreign tp^ your noble delign of vindi- 
eating the ways of God to man. 

Very far from it, declared Photinus with a 
pountenance full of pleafure, in finding their 

N 4 old 



• V 



184 c<ffrf ]E^Aind^$:<^ r^E 

cftd^aflbcia^e coxae forward to take fuch an 
Mpoi^i^t fha^e in^eir pifefeflt debat&s*; you 
have" done us hcmour, €|nd I will vonture to' 
^, have' given great fotis&ftion to all of usy 
ftOt niei^ely ih approving die pr&grefe we ha«fc5 
itiadd in oiit inquiry > but* in corroborateig 
a!hd illaftrating it with many new obfettdM 
tions of greiat moment ; efpeci^dfy in what 
yoiT' have done towards relieving, the gofpel 
from the imputation of hoMing. forth the 
dofbrine of eyerlafting torments of the wickedt^ 
d milftbne which fome miftaken chriftiaftd had 
hung about it, and thereby aliena^ted the 
miiids of many. 

I perfuade myfelf^ continued Photinus; that 
it would have been impoffible for chiriflians 
to put fuch a conftru6lion upon the words of 
ihi^^ir great Mafter, fo repugnant to every idea 
We caii form? of the divine Being, that men 
would fee condemned to endlefs fulfef ingi foi^ 
the crimes <rf tins brief p&ffihg ftate, if their 
ftnde rftandings had not been quite overawed 
and overpowered by taking for granted that 
the language aiid words ufed by Ckrj/i on 
f he fubjefi, etehial, everlajiingy fot ever^ And 
the like, implied tttt eiidlds daration to di- 

reftly 
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jfedly ftild . abfelutdy, as to forbid all ftirth6r 
inquiry or doubt about their meaning, 
WheFeas, in» fbft, the terms generally fignify 
periods of dumtion, more or lefe extended, 
and have at 210 time this figniiicationy unle& 
when determined to it by the fubje6l tO' 
ti^hich they are applied ; viz. God, his mercy 
or goodnefs, and the like, 

\ * 

So that our Savkmr, in ufing this language, 
intended only to exprefs, that the fufferings- 
ol the foture ftate would be of an exceedmg 
long duration ; thereby to inculcate and inr 
force the neceffity and vaft importance of the 
attention of mankind to the divine laws, and 
the mo# dreadful danger of violating them ; 
df going out of the world und^r the power 
of ^evil, malignant, ungodly difpofitions and 
kabiti^ : And this from the moft benevolent 
motive, that they might be powerfully excited 
to avoid thofe exquifite fufferings and miferies 
i&f the next ft^te, which although they will 
hav* an end, a[9 we have been (hewing, yet it 
will be then only, when their evil difpofitions 
.ftiall be changed, and amended. 



It 
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It is of importance here to be noted, tliafe 
in that fine afie6ling defcription of the day . 
of judgment, at the conclufion of Matt- xxv. 
the everlajiing punijkment exprefsly de* 
flounced againit thofe who oppofed the fpread 
of the gofpel, was neceffary fox their owii 
good and that of all the world, this being 
the means appointed by the divine Being for 
the reformation, virtue, and final happinefs 
of the human race for ever. Wherefore an - 
oppoiition to it was of fo heinous a nature, 
that no threatning coijld be too , ftropg to 
deter wen from it. 

\ 

% 

But we are not to conclude that everlqfiing 
pmijhment means puniihment without end, 
but only fuch as was to remain till the evil 
was done away by repentance ; for neither 
tlie language ufed, nor the reafon of the 
thing admits of any other fenfe. The phrafe 
everlafting fire, not literally fuch, but this 
Hioft dreadful image adopted to keep men 
firom that hardnefs of heart, and infenfibihty. 
to the temporal and eternal good of others, 
which while it lafts, incapacitates for pure 
happinefs both in this world and in the next^ 

And 



And now in conclufion, what has frequently 
£itisfied my own mind, on this momentous 
concluding point, the final happinefs of all 
mankind, I cannot help propofing to your 
confideration, from the fecond volume, p, 424, 
of Dr. Hartley s. works ; a writer of fuch 
compafs jof mental difcernment, and true 
chrifiian philofophy, as has no competitor, 
and ihall in his words dofe our converi^tiop^ 

^^ Can it be fuppofed, that an infinitely 
merciful Father will eaft off his Son entirely, 
and doom him to eternal mifery, without 
farther trials than what this life affords ? We 
fee numberlefs inftances of perfons at prefent 
abandoned to vice, who yet according to aU 
probable appearances, might be refi>rmed by 
a proper mixture of correClion, inftruftion, 
hope and fear. And what man is neither 
able nor willing to do, may and muft, sts 
fiiould feem, be both pofiible to God, and 
aftually effe£led by him* He muft have 
future difcipline of a fevere kind for thofe 
whom the chailifements of this life did not ' 
bring to themfelves. Yet ftill they will all 
be fotherly chaftifements, intended to amend 



Band p0F&£k9 not to b£ &al and vij|(iii^^e* 
That the bulk of fiai^cs are not utta^lj ia«. 
cwrigible, evea coaiinon obfervation fliews^ 
but the Hifiory of Aflbciation niak^s it ftjH 
npbore evident ; and it feems very rep^^naat 
to analogy to ibppofe that any finaers, evea 
the very \«orft that ever Uved, fiiould be 
hardened beyond the reach of all fuffering, 
of all ielfifhhefs, hope^ fear, goodwill^ grati- 
tude, &c. For we are all alike in kind, and 
do not difiTer greatly in degree hete. We 
have each of us palTions of all fofts, ^wd Im 
efesn to influences ,af all forts ; fo a$ that the 
p»fon& A. and B. in whatever diflferent pro-t 
portico their iatelleftual affeftions npw exiil^ 
3i9^J> ^7 ^ fuit^ble fet of impireilioQS, become 
hereafter ahke. 

•* Ttefe, and many fuch Tike reafonings, 
lauft occur to attentive perfons upon thia 
fobje^, fo as to make it highly unfuitable to 
Ae benevolence of the Deity, or to the re-r 
lation which he bears to us, according to the 
mere light of nature, that infinite irrevejtible 
mifcrv, to commence at death, fltould be the 
puniihnient of the fins of this life. And by 

purfiiing 
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purfumg this method of reafoning, we (hall 
be Jed firft to exclude miffery upon the balance, 
and then to hope for the ultimate unlimited 
happinefs "of all mankind/' 



CON^ 
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CONVERSATION THE LAST. 

THE fubjefts of the former converfations 
occupied the attention of the company for 
ibme time at the next meetings when it was 
obierved to MarcelUnuSy that in a former 
converfation *, when he was pointing to the 
caufes of the great mifery and ^ickednefs 
wluch are complained of in the world, he 
had named one with which Revelation alone 
acquaints lis, viz. the baneful influence and 
interference of an Evil Being, called the 
Devil or Satan, in the affaira of men ; bui 
had fince been wholly iilent about it, as if it 
^ere a thing deferving no co|[iiideration. 

It feems to me, obferv6d here SyneJiuSy 
that it is not to be thus llightly paflTed 
over For although you, Marcellinus^ have 
fatisfa6iorily proved, that nature rightly 
underftood holds forth only good ; that the 
pains and fufierings, at which we murmur fo 

 Page 123. 

loudly^ 
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•Joudly, are kindly intended and in general 
beneficial to us, and, we fhould not be fo 
happy as we are at prefent without them; 
and even (in and wickednefs are by the divine 
wifdom aiid mercy converted to good ; never- 
thelefs, as revelation is generally underflood 
to teach, and the gofpel in particular by 
many afferted to be founded upon the reality 
of fuch an Evil Beings and fuch unqueftipn«* 
ably has the appearance of being a principal 
agent throughout the New Teftament ; how 
much foever the thing may be made light of 
by fome as utterly improbable and incon*- 
fiftent with every idea we cjin form of the 
divine goodnefs, your vindication of that 
goodnefs will be lame and defe6live, unless 
you can ihew the infufficiency of thefe pre- 
fumed divine authorities to prove the exift- 
ence of fuch a foul malignant fiend, which 
not a few chriftians with great eameftnefs 
maintain. 

As therefore you have done me the favour 
to take in good part the remarks I prefumed 
to offer in the dilcuflion in which you are 
engaged, I fliall be happy if the thought9 
which I have with ibme diligence put toge-? 
> ther 



titer cm rthe pcefent fubjeft, meet with ymif 

.approbation. 

* 
> -   

The company expreiSed ihigh fatisfaOioa, 
-end Bifmjius continued his addrefs. 

It is fomewhat extraordinary :th4t in the 

yhillory of the tranfgreffion ofrdtefirft parents 

«0f mankind, at the beginning of our Jacred 

boohs; itiihould be fo very generally current 

- 't«?ith die learned as well as the unlearned, 

that by the ferpent, who is reprefented as 

miileading them to violate the command of 

itheir maker, we are to underftand, a wicked 

fpirit, the fappofisd enemy and oppofer of 

jQod, .end author of all evil; when at the 

fame time, Mo/c5, who gives us the account 

rjof'theltranJ^ftion, never intimates that it is 

fo to be underflood, in this, or in any other 

part of his writings . ^ . 

Neither, it is obfervable, do the learned 
jewifli writers, who were contemporary with 
the apoffles of Ghrift, and whofe writings 
.faappdly remain^give into this interpretation ; 
but generally fuppofed the ferpeiit to fignify 
men s depraved appetites and paffions, or 

8 whatr 



trihaterer^ ia ith^r fitomtioii^^ could BQiOve ami 
entice our firft patents, to do evil and fi« 
slgainB: God« 

That Mofesi himfelf did not intend to de^ 
fbribe the evil being called thc^ devil, to havQ 
deceived Eve under the Ihape of a ferpent, 
appears farther from his never making men-» 
tion of fttch an evil being as having any 
exiftence at all then, or alluding to it afters 
wards in the five books afcribed to him> • 
Whence we may reafonably conclude that h» 
did not know or believe that there w^s 
any fuch powerful mifchievous being, who 
had connexion with mankind ; becaule, had 
he known it, he would not have failed to 
apprize his nation of it, and warn them oi 
their danger from him. 



We muft own indeed, that there js me^ 
tiort wade q£ devils^ in Leviticus xyii, 7. 
where \t i^ faid, Theyjliall no more offer their 
facrifice$ tmto devils ; after whom they have 
gone a whoring ; and iij Deuteronomy s^xii. 
17. we read, They facrificed unto devils, not 
to God ; to gods whom they knew not^ to new 
^ods that came nez^ly up^ whom, your fathers 

o . feared 
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feared not. This however, in either cafe', is 
not the langua^ge of Mofes^ but of his trdnf-r 
lators ; wljo, Ij^ijowing thefe to be the i)ames 
of heathen godsj^ whom they took to be evil 
fpirits, on^ that account gave thepi the name 
pf devik^ iijftead of preferving their true 
names^ which they ought to have done. 

The word ufed in the original, iftthe firft 
inftance, D*1*ytJ^, foirm, fignifies goats, hairy 
l^eings, the facred animals of Egypt, wor-? 
Ihipped by theih with the moft obfcene rites. 
The other name in Deuteronoiriy, DHtS^, 
fdim, is from a root that fignifies to diefolate^ 
to lay wafte, to deftroy, a proper charafteriftic 
of the gods of Canaan, who were of later 
fiate, fuppofed to be deceafed kings and 
mighty warriors, who were worftiipped by 
human faprifices, dnd with whom the Ifraek 
^tes had beconie more lately acquainted ; and 
for their compliance in this horrid worihip, 
they are here and elfewhere feverely reproved. 
See particularly Pfalm cvi, 37, 38, Fea, they^ 
facrificed their fom and their daughters unto 
devils, (Dntt^, fdim, demons, dead men dei- 
|ied ;) undjiied mtiocent bloody even the blood 
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ijf their fons and their daughters^ whom they 
Jacri/iced unto the idols of Canaan *. 

It is not to be paffed over here, that 
familiar fpirits ai*e fpoken of in the books 
of MofeSj and other parts of the facred 
hiftory. And as this is prefiimed to have a 
reference to devils and witches, ignorant per- 
fons may thereby be impofed upon to think 
there is fome reaUty in fuch things. But it 
ihould be told them, that the term familiar 
fpirity has nothing to anfwer it in the ori- 
ginal, but was put in of their own heads by 
the learned men employed in the laft tranfla- 
tion of the Bible by authority, in the time 
of James i. foon after he came to the throne, 
to favour fome ^ notions of the king's about 
thefe matters ; and in complaifance to him 
alfo in this refped:, the laws of the country 
were made more fevere againft the fuper- 
ilitious pra6tices of'forcery. and witchcraft. 
We. are told' that king James himielf came 

* Levit. XIX. 31. XX. 6. 

D^ut. xviii. 11. 1 Sam. xxviii* 3, 7, 8, 9. 
^ Kings XX i. 6. xxiii. ^4. 
1 Chron. x. 13. 52 Chron. xxxiii. 6. 
Ifaiah viijr 19. xxix. 4. 

*o 3 off 
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dff ve*y much from thefe notiotts* in his eldei 
years; yet ps a wife ahd eiCjeJlpnt |)0jrfof| 
pbferyes *, frpm whom I have thi§ account: 
5* when Lawif and tranflation? ariei ^i6d, it i^ 
a diffictilt thihg to cljangp them/- 

It may be neceflfery here to obviate ^ 
Common prejudice, that the Hebrew W(!rrd 
l^ataii, to which correfponds the Mr^ifek Word 
httffoXog^ diabotus^ by which it is generally 
. tendered irt the Greek: Verfipn df the Old 
\i'eftameiit ; that thefe ; words ftand fat the 
luppofed evil beihg, as l^is propeif name; 
which is by no nieans the cafe. For in theit 
firil aftd proper fetife, they fignjfy art ^nemy^ 
jadinetfary, calumniator, or the like ; and to 
this fenfe We (hall always do well to adhere^ 
unlefs the circumftances of the paflage de? 

jhahd the cqptrary, , . 

% 

Thus Nunib- :p:ii. 22, \?^e read. And GoD^ij 
AK^^T was kindled becatife he (Balaapa) went ; 
and the ang^l of the J^ORP Jiood^in the wajf 
for an adverfary (Satan) agairy/i him* 2 Sara, 
xix, 22. And JP(ivid faid^ What have I to, 

+ See Dft HutcbinfOn' on Witchcraft i pages 178, 
179, 180, * 

f?9 
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do with ymij ye fom of Zer^iah^ that ye 
Jhoul4. this d(fy 5e jadveriaries (Satan) unig 
r^e. In thefe a^d any the like pi^^^^gos, 
every one will judge for himfelf^ whether, any 
thing more is to be underftood than the plgin 
conftru6lion of the words implies, without 
any farthejr reference, 

1 Chron. xxj. J. ^nd 2 Sam* xxiv. 1. And 

an adverlary (Sataii) again tht anger of 

Jipod vp againji If- theIuQUi> was kindled 

raelj and provoked againji Ifrael^ and h^ 

l)avid to number if- moved David againji 

raet them to fay p Go^ num* 

her Ifraei and Judah. 

The parallel paflages explain each other* 

* 

Sataa, proyoklng Payi4 jto numbf r litai^]f 
■'vas <4ie atdtvice erf -sin esm^ J #ie /^ggS^S? 
of pijde iwod vwn f&^^K^ '^ i^he ^epg!t|i 
and power of hb dominions, arid of odious 
ingmtstude to ^Jcn^ ^ Jeprvijftg hinp^ IpfVirhom 
aflxxras owing, ^ ofrhw^bPBgfete, jipd p^piC.flf 
»tbe aocQunt. 

o3 
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angel of the Lord, and Satan Jianding at 
his right hand to rejiji him. And the Loiii> 
/aid unto Satan, The Lord rebuke thee, O 
Satan, even the Lord that hath chofen 
Ifrael rebuke thee. 

Jofliua the high prieft is in this paflage 
ftiri^ed up to let about the building of the 
temple under the promife of divine affiftance. 
The Samaritans (Prideaux, Vol. i.) who op- 
pofed the building, are fiyled Satan the ad- 
verfary. Probably the prophet meant no 
more by the Lord, Jehovah, fpeaking to 
the adverfary, than that Jehovah would re- 
buke and reftraii> him. 

^ . - . 

Archbiftiop Newcome, in his Tranflation 
of the 'Minor Prophets, ftiews, that in this 
paflage, the term Satan fignifies only adver^ 
fary^ witiigut any reference to an evil fpirit. 

Job i. ii. Satan being never mentioned 
but in the introduction . to this poem, would 
feem to b^ a fiftitious perfonage; a kind of 
poetical embellilhment of the piece. He is 
moreover not charafterized as an evil being ; 
/ not tenipting or ieducing to evil, only afking 

' . leave 
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leave to iafiid pain and misfortune j thereby 
to mjake trial of Job's piety and virtuous 
^mnciple. And Job and his friends through- 
out afcribe his calamities to God immedi- 
'jBttelj ; and feem to have Ijad no thought of 
an evil, being, Satan, whom they never name^ 
nor drop any hint of his agency in hmnaa 
afiairs. 

I have now. confidered all thofe palll^^g^d 
that feem needful to be produced, and are 
fuppofed, to exhibit and hold forth the exift- 
ence and agency of ah evil Being in the 
Jewifti fcriptures, but have not found that 
th^y expref3ly teach, or that it is to be 
gathered from them, that there is any fuch 
being. And it is no fmall confirmation that 
•thefe fcriptures haye been rightly interpreted 
by us, as we perceive not in them any reli- 
►gious exhortations or cautions to beware of 
the wiles and power of fuch an evil beings ih 
their facred hiftory and prophetic writingdj 
frpm firft to laft* 

Now, tts m the chriftian .fcftpt;nye% ia 
which fo much is fpoken of the devil, of 
fatan, and the evil one, it is certain that wt. 

o 4 :. ' _ have 
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have m) new revektion of ^ reality <of "dif 
evil being who is fuppoied to be de&aibcxi 
under thefe diilbrent naioes ; mid it ^las brom 
^ewn that the Jews couid aot teke ihe opinotm 
#lBch they ^pea^ to hoM of fiich a foeii^g m 
the time of Chrift, irom tbeir owa facred 
4^fiadks ; it follows, diat it muft have com^ 
among them, during their difperfion and 
captivity in Babylon. And moft probably they 
ieanied it ok' ike Chaldeaiofcs, anoiig wkom 
tbey 4welt ; whofe earfy i^^ceptidn ^ this 
*do^ii>e is teAiged by many aBtie»t mi^bot9. 

\ 

And that this was an opiaicm of ^reat an^ 
Imfoaitj itx l&ie eaft is cMs&ime^hy the fari> 
|di€* I&iah xlv. xlvL where he {ptsik& «f 
iQjrrus, Idwg of Pei£a, nmny years befere 
he was boiti, as tibe fati*re reftorej of iki^ 
Jewifti teazle, in terms <>f ' aUufiop to th^ 
*es^tm do6kine of T^o pi^inciffcles of all 
thii^% ja^good and evil one; but in fiich » 
i^ay as efie6lually to fet s^de bud coq&ite 
their error, by ^fferting th^^t eiil a$ well as 
^opd came from God alone. 

Ifaiah :xlv. ^er* 8. I form the light wid 
.creaU darhnef^: X make peace and creatt 
'ml: I tiw JUyrd 4q all thefe things. 

The 
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Tte ffraelites, ever prone to adopt the 
fxrijiotpjes and pra^ices of their heathea 

ighbotars, k^omxmg mnong thefe Chaide- 
:fium>tts for fcieinc^ ^nd natural know^ 
iegte, -would mcfi probably learn of them 
x^ adopt tiie notions of their eonqi^^^^rs ; 
whp tmght ppuldt out to tlieKa, or they might 
themfeivte« imagine^ that ^he ferpevkt who 13 
reprefented as a6ting fuch a principal part in 
their own laored hiftory, was the evil prin- 
ciple of the Chaldeans, and thence tliey 
Wttlid proceed to albribe to it all the fin and 
H»fery that waj^ in the world. 



It xmy be ptefumed alfo' that by their 

^^s^issLtit /intercourfe and conamianication with 

1dm iewwd people they imbibed their whole 

phjJbfophy poBcerning demons, and good and 

' eyii fpirite, w well as the*exiflence of one 

cirief etil %irit : So that at .their return from 

fliebr Jbi^ caqrfdrity in Babylon, they had 

incorpoiaJted Aefe tloftrines into their tb^- 

A^^f ^ being thofe of their own facfed 

writings, although thefe writings not ojily 

teiight them nothing of the kind ; hut con- 

tixwmHy condemned them. And although 

by the time that Chrift made his appearance, 

I they 
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they were ™uch c^ne off froo. f„ch . h«. 
theniih do6lrine, yet their language, which 
had been framed and accommodated to it^ 
would remain in common ufe, and t6 that 
our Saviour and his apofUes would confirm 
themfelves, though there be no good reafon 
to think that either the one or the other gave 
credit to the reality of this evil being. 

It being however thus the popular belief 
that all fin and evil was from Satan, the 

r 

devil, or the evil one, the apoftles of Chrift 
haviiig to defcribe how and by what hard 
trials and temptations their gr^at Matter s. 
piety and virtue were exercifed and ftrength- 
ened, to fit him for his arduous and impor- 
tant office of Saviour and Reformer, endowed 
. with extraordinary divine powers to qualify 
him for it: According to the accounts of 
Matthew and Luke, who alone mention this 
, Angular tranfa6J:ion, it is Satan, the devil, in 
conformity to the general creed that all evil 
was from him, whom they defcribe as the 
agent in this Trial or Temptation of Chrift : 
Who is reprefented as employed' in endea- 
vouring to corrupt his virtue and integrity, 
by drawing him from his truft and dependence 

upon 
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upon God alone, and prompting him to make 
^tife of his miraculous powers to gratify his 
own vanity and worldly views : Although no 
evil being whatfoever was concerned in the 
matter ; which we are compelled to conclude 
from the utter improbability of the literal 
account, but. which may olherwife be iatis- 
fa6tprily accounted fpr/ 

Let us then take into confideratiojgi our 
* Lord's fentiments concerning Satan. 

J* We may obferv^e that Chrift very com- 
monly ufes the words Satan, Devjl, in their ' 
prpper and primary fenfe, as fignifying an 
*nemy, aj^verfary, traitor, or the hke; and 
not an evil being. 

.1 

Matth. xyi. 23. But he turned and /aid 
unto Peter. Get thee behind me. 
Satan ! thou adverfary. Archbp. 
Newcome. 

Mark riii. 33. He rebuked Peter, faying.^ 
Get thee behind me^ Satan ! thou 
adverfary. Archbp. Niewcome. 

John 
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John vi. 70. Jefm anfwered thcmj HaH 
not I cbo/m ymi twelve^ g,nd on^ 
of you is a devil ; and yet one i^l 
you is a &lle aceufer. 

2. There is no ground to conchide firo«i 
Chrift fometimes ^fn^ the terms, Satan, tib^ 
Devil, the evil one, as fignify i^ig the^ Aipp<3((ed 
evil being, that he would thereby imply, or 
iijtye others under6:and him to Jsnply, tSiat 
there was in reality fuch an evil being. 

* * * 

This we learn from himfelf, in very iQany 
paflages of the gofpei hiftory^ 

Among others, I would mention his reply 
to his difciples on their return from a . com^ 
miiTion in which he had been employing 
them, to preach the gofpel of repentance 
^nd remiffion of fms, in his Ufe time. When, 
upon their telling him with exultation, that 
by the power they deriyed frpm him, they 
had been enabled to heal difeafes, which in 
thofe times were afcribed to demons ; Luke 
X, 17, 18, And the feventy returned again 
with joy, ikying, liord, .even the demons are 
fubje^ unto us through thy name ; He faid 

unto 
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uiita thenlj I beheld Satan as lightning fafll 
^om heaven* In thisJ anfwef, he foretels 
fdt their encouragement, the farther happy 
effects which would attend the preaching of 
his golpel, ^ 

To fqll from heaven, (fee that fine defcrip- 
Jtioft of the king of Babylon, to which there 
is allufion, Ifaiah xiv, 13.) is to be deprived 
pf power and authority. How was Satan to 
lofe or be deprived of his power and autho- 
rity by the preaching of the gofpel, which 
is calculated to change and to ^ cure men's 
wicked and evil difpofitions, but cannQt have 
any efFeft on Satan an invifible, powerful, 
wicked being, fuppofing there were any fuch? 
As this, then, is a thing impoflible, we are 
unavoidably led to^uriderftand our Lord as 
pxpreffmg himfelf in th^ well known eaftera 
' ftile, to which his difciples and countrymen 
were accuftomed, and to fpeak of Satan, as 
^ perfon, or living "agent, when he thereby 
only meant thpfe felfifti worldly defires, that 
hatred of God and goodnefs, which are fup- 
pofed to charafterize fuch a being. There 
is then, by Chrift's own ' interpretation, no 
"- fuc|l evil being as we call Satan or the DeviL 

And 
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And Satan, or the Devil, is not a powerful 
evil being without us, but impious, malignant,: 
cruel tempers and difpofitions within us^ 
which lead us to fin againft God, and to hurt 
and deftroy the peace, virtue apd happinefs 
of our fellow-creatures. 

3. This otir Lord's fentiment of the nul- 
lity of Satan or the devil, or the evil one, 
we find confirmed in other pafTages, 

Luke viii. 12. TJie devil cometh and taketh 

i • » 

I » 

the wwd out of their hearts. 

Mattl^. xiii. 19.. The evil one cometh and 
fnatcheth away that which was 
fown in their hearts. 

Matth. xiii. 39. The enemy thatfoweth thf 
tares is. the devil, 

Mark iv. 15. Straightway cometh Satan and 
taketh away the word which was 
fown in their hearts. 

Satan, the devil, the evil one that enters 
into men's hearts in thefe inftances, can mean 

nothing 
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notWfig but thofe evil paflions and worldly 
defiresv which extinguiftx the love of God, of 
truth and virtue in the hearts of men. 



John xiii. 2. — the devil having now put it 

into the heart of Judas Ifcariot, 
Simon s^n to betray him, 

27. And after the fop^ then Satan en^ 
tered into him. 



/ 



Luke ]fexii. 3. Then Satan entered into Judas 
Ifcariot. 

* < 

Pride, malice, .difa^pointment in 'thofe 
worldly views which had led Judas at firft to f 
become one of Chrift's difciples, and morti- 
fication, and revenge at finding the wicked- 
nefs of his heart difcovered ; theie were the 
Satan, the devil that entered into and rankled . 
in the breaft of this moft unhappy man, and 
excited him to betray his beft benefa6lor and 
friend, who anxioufly fought to 'make him 
good, into the bands of his enemies. For 
|hia black ingratitude he very foon openly 

condemned 



( - 
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» 

condemned himfelf with bitteMft remwfiev 
" I have finned in that I have betrayed the 
innocent blood/' Matth, xxvii. 4^ In this 
declaration he furnilhes a (landing, perpetual 
teftimony to the unfpotted excellency of our 
Lord's private chara6ier; to the reality of 
the miracles afcribed to him, and to the 
truth of his religion, hardly to be refiftedt 
which rouft pleafe and afFefl every rational 
enquirer and lOver of truth. 



An the other inftances in which our Lord 
ufes the term Satan, &c, admit of an eafy 
explanation. 

John viii. 44. The devil is your father^, and 
ye zmllingly perform the lu/i$ of 
your father. He was a man-/layer 
from thefirjij and continued not in 
the truths becaufe there is nq truth 
in him. 

A flayer of menli in being the caiife of the 
death of the firft progenitors of the human 

r306« 



DIVINE GOVERNMENT. 



209 



race. An allufion to the common opinion of 
the fall. Gen. iii. 5. 

Luke xiii. l6. And ought not this woman j a 

daitghter of Abraham^ whom Satati 

had bounds lo ! thefe eighteen years^ 

to he loo fed from this bond on the 

Jabbath day ? - 

In the popular language of the Jews, 
difeafes and infirmities were attributed to 
Satan. See alfo ABs x. SQl 



Luke xxii. 31. And the Lord /aid: SimoUy 
Simon^ behold! Satan hath oh^ 
tarned leave iojift you all like z^heat. 

Oiir Lord warns his difciples of a great 
and dangerous trial being near ; an allufion 
to the hiftory of Job^ i. 9 — 12. 

Matth. XXV. 41—46. Then will he alfo fay 

to them on his left hand: Away 

from me ye curfed ! into that ever^ 

» lajiingfire^ prepared for the devil 

and his angels. ^ 

\ . .. \j 
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Here is a reference to fome fabulous ftory, 
and moft probably of heathen origin; for 
there is no mention in the fcriptures of any 
fuch beings, as a devil and his angels, except 
in this fingle paflage ; for which, had there 
beeii any juft foundation; it would not have 
been named in this paflage only, and in fuch 
an incidental way. 

We find the prince of the powers of the 
air alluded to in Ephef. ii. 1. According io 
the Frince of the powers of tlie aivy which 
Archbilhop Newcome tranflates, according' 
to the powerful ruler of the air ; and then 
adds ; ^t. Paul adopts this defcription as well 
JLnown to Jews and Gentiles without aflerting 
its. truth I as much as to fay, according to the 
head of .evil fpirits, whom you Ephefians 
fpeak of under this chara6ler. This points 
to the doftrine of evil fpirits being a heathen 
doftrine, as we know from other fources, to 
/ which our Lord might allude in the paflage 
before us. 

.4 

It has alfo been ably fhewn by a Ftench 
writer, in BeJcker of Amfterdam's worJks, that 
the tranflation of Jwde, ver, 6, fhould be, not 

8 ^ the 
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the angelsj but the mejfengersy who kept not 
their firft eftate, &c. 

And alfo the parallel paflfe.ge, 2 Vet. ii. 4u 
ihould be, not if God fpared not the ahgth^ 
but the meffengers which finned, caft them 
down to Hell, &c. And the fame writer 
has clearly proved, that there is no re- 
ference here^ to fallen angels, but to the 
hiftory of the perfons fent put by Mqfes to 
fpy out and make report of the land of Ca- 
naan ; and to their ialfe and wicked account^ 
' fo as. to difcourage their countrymen from 
obeying the divine command. 

- The Apoftles, of Chrift, like their great 
Matter, feeiii not to have underftood that 
there was any devil, or evil being without 
them, whom men need to be afraid of, but 
only evil paffions and worldly defires, and the 
wickednefs into which thefe lead them* 

A6l8 V. 3. Then fold Teter : Ananias^ why 
hath Satan Jilled thy heart to dc^ 
ceive the holy /pint ? 

Here Satan was the vile, fraudulent and 
avaricious deiires that pofiefled him. 

p2 Aas 
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, A£b xiii. 10. O full^f aU guile^and of alL 

craftinejh ! Son of the Devil ! 
enemy of all right eoufnefs. i. e. re- 

fembling fuch a fappofed being, not infti- 

gated by him. 



1 1^ 



Koman9 iLvi. 20. — and the God of peace will 
quickly trample Satan under your 
feet : u e. bad men, -his inftru- 
ments,] according to Dr. Whitby^ 
the perfecuting Jews. 

1 Cor.v. 5. — to deliver fuch an one to Satan. 

See Xtt/re xiii. l6. 2 Cor. xii. 7* i Tim. 
i. 20. An allufion perhaps to Job being put 
into Satan's power to inf)i6t fuiFering upon 
him to a certain degree. Some bodily difeafe 
was to be infli€led, to bring the offender to 
repentance. This mode of punifhment how- 
ever was confined to the age of miracles. See 
Archbifliop Newcome upon the place. 

m 

52 Cor. xi. 14. And no wonder; for Satan 
himfelf putteth oh the appearance 
of an angel of light. Perhaps St. 
' * . Paul had in view. Job i. 6. 

Eph. 



/ 
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£ph. iy. 27. — imther give place to the devils 
or as it is in Mr. Wakefield* $ tfanf- 
lation, nor give any room to the 
accufer. 

vi. \\.—Jia7\d againjl the wiles of the 
. devil^ or, againft the deviceiSof the 
accufer/ 

.1 ThefT. xi. IS. Satan hindered us : i. e. 

wicked men, inftruments of evil. 

2 Theff. xi. 9* — according to the working of 
Satan; — the operations of evil, 
with fraud and delufion and falfe 
miracles. 



1 Tim. iiL 6, 7. 

2 Tim. ii. 26. 

In thefe two paflages the fnare of the devil^ 
(hould be rendered, the fnare of tfie accufer. 

V 

I Tim, V. 15.— for feme have alreadj^turned 
ajide after SatanJi thaf^ is, fome 
women have behaved ilh 

p 3 liPeter 



S14 CONVBBSATXON^ ON THE 

1 Peter V. 8. Ytmr ad/oerfary the devil walketh 
about feeldng whom he niay devour ;] 
That is, fpies and informers who 
accufed them before the heathen 
magi^rates. 

/ 

1 John ii. 13. Xe have overcofne the wicked 
one^ by the power 6f chriftian 
principles* 

Archbiihop Newconie * and Mr. Wakefield^ 
the two laft tranflators of the New Tefta- 

raent^ 

* It is highly to the credit of Archbifliop Newcona^ that 
he leaves out of his tranflation of the New Teftament, 
the fpurious text, 1 John v. 7., of the three heavenly 
witnefles, the Father, the word, and the holy ghoft, with- 
^out any referves or intimations, as if the do£lrine gener 
rally held to be contained in that text, was fupported by 
other paflages of Scripture ; and that, at the fame time, 
he gives fuch a clear and intelligible explanation of the 
whole paflage as (hews that he himfelf made no fuch con- 
clufions froQi it, 

It is nottQ be doubted, that if it had pleafed the divine 
providence to fpare Mr. Wakefield's moft valuable life, 
he woujd have availed hilTlfelf of the Archbiftop^s verfion 
in his own projefted new edition, as the Archbiihop 
haid profited by his improvements. Indeed the pious and 
4^fefui laboTiirs of this excellent prelate in illultrating th^ 

facred 
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mtiiti in their juft and rational interpretations 
of the facred volume, h^ve not found it 
neceflary to bring in a fuppofed grgat evil 
fpirit, or being, to folve the accounts that 
are given of the Devil or Sata,n which it con- 
tains, as the whole is more eafily and naturally 
explained by confidering thefe terms not as 
defcriptive of any perfon or thing without us, 
but as referring to thofe wicked paffipns and 
tempers within us, whence all evil proceeds. 
And thefe being fufficient to account for the 
whole, it is wrong to feek or require any 
other caufe. 

 

So that the Devil or Satan is not any per- 
fon- or thing without us, but felfifti, jealous, 
envious, malignant, cruel, impure, fraudulent, 

facred volume, dcferve particular attention. And it is a 
great advantage in the prefent age, that from the verfions 
now given of the fcriptures byperfons of great eminence 
in learning, every englifh reader may attain to a compe- 
tent and fatisfaftory knowlege of divine truth. It may be 
rccornmended to ail families, who ufc the vulgar tranf- 
lation made under the aufpices of James the firft, to cqr- 
reft the prejudices which they have been led into from 
its various perverfions of the text, by conlparing together 
this tranflation with fome other of our more valuable 
modern verfions. 

p 4 ambitious^ 
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ambitious, defires and tempers indulged in 
us, and which tempted our'firft parents to fin 
and difobey the divine commands, and have 
unhappily induced their pofterity in all ages 
to follow the lame evil courfes. 

 t ^ 

As to the interference of any evil being or 
fpirit of a nature and powers fuperior to man- 
kind, we may not fcruple to aflert, from the 
declarations in- our facred books, that there 
are no fuch evil beings or fpirits who have 
any concern with human afiairs. All fuch 
beings, who are recorded at any time to have 
had influence over mankind, have been of 
heathen device and invention, as has before 
been pointed out: fuch, for inftance, as St 
Paul fpeaks of in his epiflle to the chriftians 
of Ephefus, by the phrafe the. Prince of the 
fowers of the ab\ one of their objefts of 
worfliip. 

In all times, the more ignorant -mankind 
have been of the one great author of nature, 
and of his works, and of thofe holy writing's 
which make farther revelation of him, the 
more have- they been found to be addifted 
to fuch blind and baneful fuperftition*. 

Tho 
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.The fum of what has been faid, is' to vin- 
dicate the Scriptures from the ipiputation of 
teaching the exiftence of a wicked Spirit, 
called the Devil or Satan, by Ihemng there 
is no fuch being, but that the evil' that is in 
the world is produced from men s evil paffions 
and difpofiti'ons, which are therefore called 
his works. 

There is therefore no evil in the world but 
what takes its rife from men themfelves : 

Nor any devils but fo far as men extremely 
wicked and abandoned may deferve the name. 

A nd to uphold fuch evil beings is to en- 
graft heathenifm upon chriftiaoity ^, ' 

To 

* The Rev. Thomas Belfham, my honored and much 
efteemed friend, has in an able general way, in his Review 
of Mr. Wilberforce's Treatife, p. 34, fliewn the falfity 
of the opinion vulgarly entertained on evil fpirits, and in 
his convincing manner, proved it to be contrary to the 
principles of philofophy and the uniform tenor of the 
fcriptures. The whole work is admirably calculated to 
remove various other errors. , 

The world is alfo indebted to the fame author for a I^e 
publication iiftjtled ^^ Elements, of the Philofophy of 

the 

4 
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To thefe conclufions the ^hole company 
gave their hearty concurrence, and after fome 
coriverfation, repeated their thanks to Sy- 
heiius for the cleamefs with which he had 
fummed up this fuppofed intricate queftion. 

Thefe repeated friendly conferences here 
ended, and the party then feparated to return 
to their refpeftive , homes, and duties, more 
fully impreffed with their obligation as Chrif- 
tians, to ftudy the word, and works of God, 
to add practice to knowlege, and to commu- 
nicate to others that light and truth, which 
lead to eternal life. 

themind,'^ where candor to his opponents, and 'a clear 
expofitipn of his own fyftem, evince his fuperior talents; 
and the deep piety of his own mind ; both of which, with 
a moft exaa critical knowlege of the fcriptures, qualify 
him as a^moft eminent public teagher. 
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